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THE Councit of the R.I.B.A. have conferred the 
R.I.B.A. Distinction in. Town Planning on Mr. 
Graham R. Dawbarn, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 93 


Mr. R. R. CosTAIN, C.B.E., has been elected President 
of the L.M.B.A. in succession to Mr. Nigel Hannen. 94 


A REVIEW of the new galleries at the Victoria and Albert , 
Museum. and their contents is contributed by Mr. 
Martin S. Briggs, F.R.1.B.A. 94 


DETAILS are to be announced shortly of a competition 
for sculptors for designs for an Australian war memorial 
to be erected outside Australia House, London. Prizes 
of £200, £120 and £40 will be awarded. 98 


THREE NEW SCHOOLS for West Sussex County Education 
Committee which, when full accommodation is provided, 
will show a saving on the standard cost of £170 per 
place laid down in the Ministry of Education Circular 
209, are described and illustrated. 99 


SPEAKING recently in London Professor A. E. Richard- 
son, R.A., gave a spirited reply to a young French ° 
architect who described London as “‘ the most decrepit 

city in Europe.” 108 


THE SUGGESTION that both the majority and minority 
reports submitted to the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning by members of the London Planning Admin- 
istration Committee revealed an under-estimate of the 
problem under consideration has been made by Prof. 
W. G. Holford, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. 109 


THE USE OF PROFILES for bricklaying in Holland is 
described in an illustrated article by C. S. Thompson, 
A.M.I.Mech.E., who suggests that the use of simple 
profiles in this country has indicated a 15 per cent. in- 
crease in bricklaying output. 111 


AN INCREASE of $d. per hour in building operatives’ 
wages, in accordance with the Sliding Scale Agreement, 
comes into force on February 6. 114 


AMENDMENTS have been made by the Minister of Works 
to the Cement Economy Memorandum on the use of 
cement in housing and small-scale building. 114 


Mr. NORMAN LONGLEY, President, N.F.B.T.E., at 
the annual meeting of the Eastern Federation, said 
although much help was given local authorities on the 
subject of design little was given on the steadily growing 
problem of building costs. He felt that housing 
standards must bear a greater relationship to our ability 
to pay. 114 


ALDERMAN WILLISON, chairman of the Wandsworth 
Borough Council Housing Committee, has told members 
of the L.M.B.A. Central Area No. 5 that a workable 
scheme for the employment of building firms on the 
Council’s housing work was being evolved. The 
scheme had been inaugurated after he had called for 
facts and figures relating to the Council’s direct labour 
department. 116 





THE FUTURE OF COVENT GARDEN 


OF the planning problems which beset London at the 

present time none is more deserving of urgent con- 
sideration than Covent Garden market. This establish- 
ment, at the very centre of the capital, has grown from the 
modest proportions of a local market serving the immediate 
neighbourhood; it is a legacy from the days. when the area 
and population of London were much less than they are to- 
day. Its present size seriously hampers the easy passage 
of traffic through central London and effectively sterilises 
a locality ideally situated and worthy of more ambitious 
development. Road and rail communications being what 
they are, the size and location of the market can hardly be 
justified on grounds of economy or convenience, and there 
would appear to be overwhelming arguments in favour of 
its closure and removal to less central areas. 

In recent years the market has shown a tendency to 
spread even further and the possibilities and implications 
of this have not gone unnoticed by members of the Holborn 
Borough Council, who, at a recent meeting, agreed that the 
London County Council be asked to take some steps to 
limit this expansion, if not actually to reduce the present 
sprawl. Westminster City Council, within whose : area 
the market principally lies, is also giving the matter 
attention and urges that it is of sufficient importance to 
justify some priority. 

The London County Council, the planning authority for 
London, is now preparing its draft development plan for | 
submission to the Minister of Town and Country Planning 
and doubtless the future of Covent Garden will be dealt 
with in that draft plan. The circumstances point to the 
need for early consultation between the interested parties, 
official and otherwise. Both the local authorities mentioned 
and also the private traders carrying on business in the market 
should be given the opportunity to express their views. 
Here some guidance may be gained from the opinion of the 
authors of the County of London Plan for, in respect of 
Covent Garden, they state: “‘ It would appear possible to 
conduct the auction saJes by sample, leaving the bulk goods 
either at the decentralised markets or at the railway goods 
yards. The decentralised markets, which might, with 
advantage, be for all types of goods, and might also serve 
as distribution centres for small markets throughout the 
Region, could be situated at such places as Marylebone, 
King’s Cross, Peckham or Clapham Junction, or still 
further from the centre. We believe that a system of this 
kind would serve both traders and public alike and would 
result in appreciable economies in operation and transport, 
quite apart from the great reduction in traffic congestion 
that would ensue in the central areas.” 

An added advantage resulting from the decentralisation 
of the market which should commend itself to the L.C.C. 
is that it would appreciably simplify the inauguration of the 
north-south road artery envisaged in the County of London 
Plan. This follows a line northwards from Waterloo 
Bridge and a new Strand roundabout to a new traffic 
focus north of Covent Garden and on, by tunnel, to the 
Hampstead-road north of the “ A ” ring road. 

Something less than eighteen months are left of the three- 
year period during which draft development plans have to 
be submitted to the Minister of Town and Country Planning. 
The plan for London will show proposals which can reason- 
ably be completed within 20 years. Covent Garden must 
be included in these and it is to be hoped that the London 
County Council will seek an early opportunity, possibly 
with the assistance of the Minister, for the interested 
authorities and bodies to express their views and assist 
in the determination of the market’s future. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


F.L.W. on American Architecture 


HE recording (broadcast in the 

Third Programme on Tuesday of last 
week) of Frank Lloyd Wright’s speech 
made last March on the occasion 
of the award to him of the A.LA. 
Gold Medal (this year’s edition of 
which is to be presented to our own 
Patrick Abercrombie) showed this great 
American architect in tremendous form. 
America, its architecture and its architects 
came in for a heavy drubbing which the 
audience seemed to relish. “ Architec- 
ture,” said Wright, “is in the gutter. We 
don’t have to create; we have the machine 
to do the work for us. We have the 
great products of science which have 
ruined us as they have ruined religion and 
made a monkey out of philosophy. Where 
are the new forms coming from and who 
is going to conceive them?” Not the 
Americans, seemingly, for Lloyd Wright 
continued: “It is a great pity the Greeks 
hadn’t steel and concrete. Then we should 
not need to do any thinking; we could 
copy. To-day we have riches, materials, 
freedom; we have democracy, but we 
have built nothing.” Pausing for a 
moment to cemolish the architecture of 
Houston, Texas, where the presentation 
was being made—“ there is a great hotel 
at either end with the people between, 
in the mud” — Wright continued: 
“When are we going to build for demo- 
cracy? To-day we have mistaken indi- 
viduality for personality—the greatest 
error of our time. We profess demo- 
cracy, we lay claim to a sense of honour 
which alone can save us, but we don’t 
deliver the goods.” 


America, he declared, was filled with 
hungry-minded students; yet they got the 
kind of buildings, the kind of cities they 
deserved. It wasn’t the fault of the in- 
stitutions that this sense of honour was 
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missing, but of the ordinary man whose 
job was to criticise and let in the truth. 
Only that way could America develop a 
culture which would be an example to the 
world. At this point Mr. Wright became 
highly political, too much so for the 
B.B.C., for the recording ended abruptly, 
and music by Liszt followed, no doubt to 
soothe any savage breasts. 


Disconnected as were the thoughts and 
wandering the style, there was about the 
broadcast much of the same spell-binding 
qualities that packed the Henry Jarvis 
Hall at the R.I.B.A. in 1939. Frank Lloyd 
Wright may not have the trick of tying 
his thoughts into neat bundles ready for 
analysis, but he remains, over 80 as he 
is, one of the few inspirational forces in 
architecture to-day. At the same time, it 
is questionable whether he has much right 
to talk of the “architecture of democracy,” 
by which we take him to mean low- 
cost housing. Country houses where the 
building meets the horizon are not, 
unfortunately, for those “in the mud.” 


Nash’s Grand Manner. 


Mr. CHRISTIAN BARMAN’S short exposi- 
tion of the charms of Carlton House 
Terrace (on the recent B.B.C. Critics pro- 
gramme) was a welcome gesture towards 
what is still one of the outstanding pieces 
of “grand manner” design in_ the 
country. A visitor to London is in- 
variably impressed with the urbanity of 
this particular quarter, with the Duke of 
Wellington’s Steps culminating in the 
column and the resulting widening out 
into the approach to Lower Regent-street. 
The view from the top of the steps across 
St. James’s Park or along the Mall is one 
of great landscaping quality. It has fre- 
quently been said that the planning of 
London’s ’ parks lacks imagination in 
relation to the streets, but here, at least, 
is an example which’ can hardly be 
equalled in any capital in the world. 


Carlton House Terrace itself is to be 
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refurbished ready for the arrival of the 
For Office staff. This is good news 
for all but the Savage Club and Crock- 
fords, as is also the fact that Nash’s other 
work at Regent’s Park is receiving similar 
treatment. For Carlton House Terrace, 
in particular, is vital as a decorative 
adjunct of the London architectural 
scene; its breadth of treatment alone 
gives unmistakable style to the north 
side of St. James’s Park. 

One “critic” was heard to suggest 
that the green strips at the foot of the 
Duke of York’s Steps would be admir- 
able places for the placing of open-air 
cafés. We feel, however, that there are 
many other spots better suited to this 
sort of — the “‘ regality ” of the Mall 
itself somehow argues against such a 
move. 


Housing and the General Election. 


REFERENCE to the forthcoming General 
Election on February 23 was made by Mr. 
Norman Longley, President of the 
National Federation, at Cambridge, on 
Wednesday. “ Between now and Febru- 
ary 23,” he said, “ the General Election 
campaign will be mounting to a crescendo. 
Housing is bound to be one of the issues 
at the Election. Building trades employers 
will be awaiting with interest the speeches 
made on behalf of all political parties. 
I can only express the hope that the cam- 
paign will not evoke rash promises that 
cannot be backed up by performance. 
The housing of the people should not be 
a party political problem. It is a problem 
that is written in terms of human misery 
and inconvenience, and should be treated 
by all with a sense of grave national 
responsibility. 

“Tam not at all convinced that during 
the past five years the fullest use has been 
made of the house-building resources of 
the building industry, and I hope that 
whatever political party is returned to 
power by the people on February 23, 
political prejudice and narrow doctrines 
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PROGRESS IN ARCHITECTURE ? On the left is shown the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, on Madison-avenue and 46th-street, 
New York City, which is to be demolished early in 1951 to make room for the 25-<torey office building designed 
by Emery Roth and Sons, architects, shown on the right : 
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will not be allowed to interfere with the 
fullest utilisation of all men and materials 
available to put up as many houses as 
possible and at the lowest possible cost.” 


Mineral Working. 

THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has decided to extend by twelve 
months the riod within which local 
planning authorities have to consider 
applications under the Town and Country 
Planning (General Development) Order, 
1948, relating to certain existing mineral 
workings. 


The Festival and the Fine Arts. 

THe New Year has dawned brightly for 
sculptors. There is to be a competition 
shortly for designs for an Australian war 
memorial, to be erected outside Australia 
House in the Strand. In addition, the Arts 
Council intend to see that visitors to the 
South Bank Exhibition of the Festival of 
Britain do not go away without seeing 
what the avant garde of British sculptors 
can do; they have commissioned Jacob 
Epstein, Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth 
and Frank Dobson to provide new works 
for exhibition on selected sites. Smaller 
works are to be commissioned from other 
sculptors. The Arts Council also intends 
to place on view large pictures by 50 
living British painters. 


R..B.A. Distinction in Town Planning. 

THE Council of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects have conferred the 
R.LB.A. Distinction in Town_and Coun- 
try Planning upon Mr. Graham R. 
Dawbarn, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., As Godwin 
and Wimperis Bursar, 1931, Mr. Daw- 
barn_ submitted a report on “ American 
Air Ports.” He has acted as adviser to 
four Governments, two Indian States, the 
States of Jersey and Guernsey, and 
numerous municipalities, including the 
City of London, with regard to aer me 
construction including landing grounds, 
buildings, layouts, zoning, etc. His 
executed work includes landing ground 
— a ee Cheltenham, 

erby, Guernsey, Heston, Jersey, Lang- 
ley, Loughborough and — ’ 


Architects and U.S.A. Housing Projects. 

AMERICA’S new housing projects for 
low-income families, which will start this 
spring, will aim at combining pleasing 
architectural design with economic con- 
struction. 

The American Institute of Architects 
considers that this is the objective of an 
agreement worked out jointly by the 
A.LA., the Public Housing Administra- 
tion and the National Association of 
Housing Officials, covering architectural 
services for the public housing pro- 
gramme. The agreement has just been 
announced by PHA. Some 130,000 units 
of public housing are to be built in 
various cities this year under the law 
passed by the last session of the Con- 
gress, providing a six-year 810,000 unit 
programme. 

Contracts for architectural and engin- 
eering services for the programme are to 
be let by local housing authorities put- 
ting up the projects. The general objec- 
tive of the agreement is to make available 
to the local low-rent housing programmes 
the best architectural guidance possible. 

Under the terms of the agreement, 


§ PHA has established maximum fees to 


be allowed for architectural services. 
Local housing authorities will work out 
contracts with architectural offices for 
each project. 

The newly-approved fee schedule is on 
a “ fixed fee plus reimbursable contract ” 
basis and was negotiated after both the 
National Association of Housing Officials 

















The Organisation of Architects’ Offices 
MEETING CURRENT PROBLEMS 


THE straightforward organisation of an architect’s office such 
as was possible in pre-war days has had to undergo adjustments 
to meet the changed conditions of to-day. 

Reorganisation has become necessary because the multitudinous 
Governmental regulations, designed during hostilities as preventatives 
to waste or as deterrents to undertakings not strictly intended to 
prosecute the war, are still retained on the Statute Book. 

Well-known firms of architects in this country, who have built 
up their organisations over a great number of years and who have 
created systems which have become standards to be adopted by every 
well-run office in the country, have found it necessary to make readjust- 
ments to suit the new conditions, which, unfortunately, are likely to 
remain with us for some time. 

Architectural practices where the clients are largely one or other 
of the Government Departments do not find quite the same difficulties 
to contend with as those which work chiefly for private persons or 
corporate bodies, but scarcities in every sphere enter into the problems 
to be faced, and cause new methods to be found to prevent the 
practice being conducted at a loss. 

It will be of interest to our readers to see how different firms have 
tackled the problem and how they have adjusted themselves in the 
light of modern conditions, and The Builder feels its readers would 
like to have their opinions, and some statement from them as to how 
they have overcome their difficulties. 

We have been able to persuade a number of such firms to tell of 
their present-day systems and of the adjustments they have found it 
necessary to make to enable them to carry on their work efficiently 
and economically. They have been chosen to represent 4 cross- 
section of architectural practice—in London, in large provincial 
cities and in the smaller country towns. The aim of the series is 
less to act as a spur to the young architect to set up on his own (for 
the evidence which is coming before the R.I.B.A. Committee on 
Private Practice tends to show that too many young architects are 
going into private practice and not enough serving a proper appren- 
ticeship in offices and so getting the experience necessary) than to 
indicate some of the problems he must face when the time for such a 
departure is ripe. 

The first of the series of articles, which will appear next week, deals 
with Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners, who will give us the benefit 
of their extensive knowledge of office organisation. As our readers 
well know, they were the originators of the now famous “ Informa- 
tion Book”? which commenced its life in their office as “‘ The Office 
Book,” where it was intended simply as a reference for the use of their 
staff. That it became, eventually, almost the bible of modern archi- 
tectural practice is an indication of the value to be put upon the 
opinions to be expressed by this firm. They are, we understand, in 
the throes of reorganising their business to suit the changed condi- 
tions. 

It will be interesting to see how they have gone about it. 
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and the A.I.A. had requested reconsider- 
ation of a fixed fee schedule announced 
by PHA in October. 


Stevenage Development Corporation. 
THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed the following 
four new members to Stevenage Develop- 
ment Corporation: C. T. Every, C.B.E., 
F.R.LC.S.; S. Gestetner; W. A. Winson; 
and Col. J. A. Davies, O.BE., 
A.M.Mech.E. The Minister has _ re- 
appointed Mr. P. T. Ireton, who has been 
a member of the Corporation since its 
establishment. These five members, 
together with the present chairman, Dr. 
Monica Felton, and the present vice- 


chairman, Mr. John Corina, now consti- 
tute the Corporation. 


Professional Announcements. 


W. G. Puiturs anp Partners, architects and 
surveyors, of 97, Mortimer-street, Oxford Circus, 
W.1, have informed us that they have now 
opened a branch office at 11, New England-road, 
Brighion, 1, tel.: Brighton 8185, where they 
would be glad to receive copies of standard 
catalogues and the usual trade advertisements, 

Messrs. G. S. Harris aND Partners, of 46, 
Hyde-road, Paignton, announce that Mr. G. 8. 
Harris has retired from the partnership and 
that the firm has merged with that of Messrs. 
W. T. Hills & Co., chartered quantity surveyors. 
The new firm will be carried on by Mr. W. H. 
Rumbelow, F.R.LCS.. Mr. .. N._ Bow, 

-R.LC.S., Mr. C. W. E. Drew, F.R.1LCS., and 
. we 5 .8., at 64, Torwood- 
street, Torquay, 46, Hyde-road, Paignton. ang 
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MR. R. R. COSTAIN, C.B.E., who 
yesterday was elected President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association. 


at Plymouth, Cardiff and Swansea, under the 
style of W. T. Hills & Co. (incorporating G. S. 
Harris & Pariners), chartered quantity sur- 
veyors. 

Mr, A. J. Decker, F/R.I.CS., has joined bis 
father, Mr. John Decker, F.I.A.S., in partner- 
ship. The firm will continue to practise in the 
name of Watkins and Decker from 13, Gray's 
Inn-square, W.C.1. 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, January 23. 

INSTITUTION oF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—Discus- 
sion on “ Electronic Components—Government 
and Industrial Relations and Co-operation ; 
Commercial, Professional and Service Stan- 
dards.” I.E.E., Savoy-place, W.C.2,. 5.30 p.m. 

Tue Institute oF Quantity SURVEYORS, 
Junior Section.—‘‘ The Measurement of Slating 
and Tiling,” by Mr. C. G. Dobson, 98, Glouces- 
ter-place, London, W.1. 6.45 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 24. 

(Hovusinc Centre Trust.—‘ The Liberal Party 
Policy on Housing,” by Mr. Greville Collins, 
Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, Pali Mall, 
§8.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF CLINKER BLOCK MANUFACTURERS.— 
A.G.M., preceded by a luncheon. Holborn 
Restaurant. 12.0 p.m. , 

Institute oF Pnystcs.—‘ Science in Archzo- 
logy,” by Professor S. Piggott. University of 
Edinburgh. 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 25. 
Ministry oF TowN AND Country Pianyino.— 


Vis:t of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth to Crawley 
New Town. 11.30 a.m. 
ARCHITECTURAL Association. — “Spain Re- 
ited” by : 


: Mr. F. R. Yerbury, Hon: A.R.1.B. 
%, Bedford-square, London, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

Institute of Wetpinc.—‘The Welding of 
Light Al'oys in Structural and Similar Applica- 
tions,” by Mr. W. K. B. Marshall. Institution 
of Civil Engineers, Great George-street, 8.W.1. 
6 p.m. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF ButLpING TRADES 
.Emptoyers.—Annual dinner at which Mr. 
‘Charles Key, M.P., Minister of Works, is ex- 
pected to be present. Dorchester Hotel. 
6.30 p.m. 

January 26, 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
Emptoyers.—Annual general meeting. The 
South Suite, Victoria Halls, Bloomsbury-square, 
W.C. 10.30 a.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 


Saturday, January 19, 1850. 

“ THE GERM,” a new a publica- 
tion, the main object of which appears 
to be to provide a channel for the develop- 
ment of thought and principles, is edited 
‘by some young artists who, if their powers 
be equal to their enthusiasm and desire, 
will one day be in the first rank. The first 
number contains, amongst other pieces, a 
thoughtful paper on “The Subject in 
an and has an etching by Mr. Holman 

unt. 


Thursday, 
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New Galleries ‘at the V. and A. Museum 


A Review by M. S. BRIGGS 


AS most regular visitors to the Victoria 

and Albert Museum will be aware, 
great changes of arrangement have been 
made during the past two years. Be- 
fore this transformation began, the exhi- 
bits were grouped according to material 
(e.g., woodwork, metalwork, textiles, 
ceramics), and one of the largest galleries 
contained works of architecture from 
various countries and all historical 
periods. Indian arts and crafts were con- 
centrated in a separate building in 
Imperial Institute-road. This section re- 
mains undisturbed, and ‘“ Study Collec- 
tions” are retained under the other de- 
partmental categories (according to 
material) just mentioned, though not 
necessarily in their former location; but 
the existing departmental collections are 
now being “creamed” of their finest 
exhibits in order to form the new “ Pri- 
mary Collections.” These, quoting the 
excellent latest official Guide to the 
Museum, are being “specially arranged 
in a newly decorated series of galleries,” 
and “ will exhibit masterpieces of all the 
arts, brought together by style, period, or 
nationality.” 


These new collections involve not just 
the rearrangement of objects in cases, but 
the completely new design and layout of 
the cases, the lighting and the objects to 
form a unified display. The Primary 
Collections will occupy some 50 rooms, 
and the visitor will be able to follow 
the development of the arts in Europe, 
from the late Classical and Early Chris- 
tian periods, through early Medieval 
art, Italian and Northern Gothic and the 
Renaissance. European art will then 
be divided into two series of rooms, one 
containing the English objects from 
about 1500 to 1850, and the other the 
Continental material from about 1600 
until the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century. Special galleries will be set 
er for Far Eastern and Near Eastern 
art. 


The old system was based upon the 
various crafts: The new one emphasises 
the historical development of art as a 
whole; but the “ Study Collections ” will 
still allow the craftsman to concentrate 
upon the particular branch with which he 
is specially concerned. The old West Hall 
which contained all the larger architec- 
tural exhibits is now dismantled and for- 
lorn, but one may hope to see it re- 
arranged in time for the 1951 Exhibition. 
It is difficult to form any positive judg- 
ment upon the new scheme at the present 
stage, when only a part of it has been 
accomplished; and the final result will 
have to be assessed in terms of logical 
arrangement as well as of esthetic effect. 


_It is safe to say, however, that the pre- 
vious crowded jumble of beautiful things 
in a somewhat ornate architectural set- 
ting was far inferior to the new disposi- 
tion of selected masterpieces sparsely dis- 
played against restful backgrounds. In 
order to achieve this, much of the 
Edwardian architecture, with its too 
numerous mouldings and fussy “ feat- 
ures,” has been camouflaged by blank 
screens distempered in carefully chosen 
tints, light grey or cream, or—in the case 
of the Islamic Room—green. The new 
artificial lighting is excellent, though some 
of it is still experimental. 


The “Primary Collections” already 
opened comprise “Early Medieval Art” 
(Room 43), “ Gothic Art in Italy ” (Room 
22), “Northern Gothic Art” (Rooms 23 
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and 24), “Tudor and Early Stuart Art” 
(Rooms 51+54).. To these are now added 
(from December 22), “Continental Art 
from 1570 to 1700” (Rooms 1-4), and 
“Islamic Art” (Rooms 42 and 47b). It 
will be noticed that no work by English 
artists and craftsmen is shown in these 
newly-arranged galleries. Nearly all the 
exhibits will be recognised as old friends 
by those who knew the Museum well in 
the past, and a marble bust by Marcel- 








lini seems to be almost the only post-war 
addition to the Collections displayed. 


The four rooms devoted to Continental 
art clearly show the progress of the cra‘ts 
from the Renaissance style of the late 
sixteenth century (nowadays labelled 
with the horrible title of “ mannerism ”) 
to the exuberant full-blown Baroque of a 
century later. The light grey walls of 
these galleries, and the predominantly 
grey-green tone of the French and 
Flemish tapestries, form a fitting back- 
ground for the dark and richly carved 
wooden furniture, and the gaily coloured 
musical instruments. There is a large 
and extremely vulgar-looking Dutch clock 
of the late seventeenth century in filigree 
work, one or two hideous chairs and a 
room from Alencon, in France, panelled 
in leather and heavily gilded, which is 
crude in design and execution, whatever 
its historical interest may be. 


A Judicious Selection. 


Otherwise most of the exhibits are less 
florid than one would expect, -perhaps 
because of judicious. selection. They 
include some fine ceramics, embroidered 
altar frontals of great beauty, several ex- 
amples of tarsia (marquetry), and the 
famous coloured head of the “ Virgin 
of Sorrows,” emotional and realistic. In 
Room 4 is a magnificent marble bust by 
Bernini of “ Mr. Baker,” carved in Rome 
c. 1638, together with five other busts by 
Italian sculptors of the same period; also 
a splendid figure of “The Dying Achil- 
les” (1683), by a Frenchman, Veyrier, 
showing the power of Bernini’s influence 
on his disciples. 


The “Primary Collection” of Islamic 
art will make a far stronger appeal to 
Englishmen to-day than before 1914, 
thanks to two world wars which were 
waged partly in the Middle East. Islamic 
craftsmanship was always well repre 
sented in this Museum. The numerous 
carpets include the enormous and marvel- 
lous example from Ardabil which domi- 
nates one wall: surely the finest carpet in 
the world. Glazed tiling from Syria, 
Persia and Turkey provides exhibits from 
the thirteenth to the eighteenth century, 
brilliant with blue and green ornament 
and decorative lettering. There are a few 
priceless mosque-lamps in enamelled 
glass, one large and richly: damascened 
brass lamp from Cairo and many lovely 
specimens of ceramic ware and metal 
work. Architectural woodwork includes 
a splendid mimbar (pulpit) of the fifteenth 
century, and a delicately carved ceno- 
taph, both from Cairo. Turkestan pro 
vides.a fine limestone sarcophagus and 4 
pair of decorated wooden doors. The 
Persian exhibits include a charming 
window lattice of flowing conventional 
ornament. In the realm of conventional 
ornament, whether. geometrical or flowing 
Islamic design has never been surpassed. 
The finest example of architectural sculp 
ture displayed is the marble basin (1278) 
from Hama, in Syria. 
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SIR WILLIAM TITE, M.P. 


Mis Life and Work (Concluded) 
By MARTIN S. BRIGGS, F.R.LB.A. 


Work as Railway Architect 


GOON after 1840 Tite was requested to 
prepare plans for new Law Courts in 
the City and, rather surprisingly in view of 
his later pronouncements on the Govern- 
ment offices, he adopted a _ late-Gothic 
or Tudor style. It was, apparently, just 
before he “won” the Royal Exchange 
competition that Tite began his large and 
lucrative connection with the railway 
companies. According to one obituary 
noiice, “ he was known as a very skil- 
fui constructor, an admirable man of 
business, and was thus naturally associa- 
ted with the Stephensons, Locke, Brassey, 
and other distinguished men connected 
with railway works then going on rapidly 
in all parts of the country. He was also 
largely employed as a surveyor in the 
valuation, purchase and sale of the enor- 
mous quantity of land required for such 
undertakings.” *’ How and when he 
first obtained such work is not recorded, 
but he had considerable interests in many 
City undertakings, and it is easy to imag- 
ine the various stages of his progress. 
For the former London and South 
Western Railway (from Nine Elms to 
Southampton) he built a number of 
stations, including the original London 
terminus at Nine Elms. * The section 
of the line from that point to Woking 
was opened in 1838 and, because it served 
Windsor, Nine Elms came to be known 
as the Royal Station. Ten years later it 
was superseded by the terminus of 
Waterloo, for which Tite designed the 
original buildings, demolished a few years 
ago and of no special architectural note. 
The old Nine Elms sstation - still 
survives, ** though now used as a goods 
depot, but the entrance block, pictured 
in my sketch, is in a sad state of disrepair 
and more or less derelict, never having 
been reconditioned since the Second 
World War. As a dignified, sober and 
appropriate building it is worth preserv- 
ing, and indeed it served as an emer- 
gency passenger terminus for Sunday 
excursions up to recent times. It shows 
Tite’s scholarly application of classical 
principles to modern needs, and if its 
dingy stucco walls were to be painted 
and its blasted doors and windows re- 
newed, it would be recognised as an 
admirable design. The “ Royal Station ” 





¥ The Builder, xxxi, 337 
** Illustrated in The 


i, 145.. 
1 The Builder, clxiii, 281 (1942). 
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in Datchet-road, Windsor, was erected in 
1850-1 and contains a royal waiting-room 
(now let to the Christian Science Society 
for meetings) with a separate entrance. 
The exterior is of red brick with stone 
dressings, in neo-Tudor style. The turret 
was intended for a sentry, who acted as 
a guard on Royal arrivals and departures 
until the Royal entrance ceased to be 
used, about 1900. Internally, the Royal 
waiting-room has a panelled “ Tudor” 
ceiling, enriched with heraldry in colour, 
as is also the chinaney-piece. 

Chiswick station (1849), for the same 
company, is illustrated here as a typical 
example of his smaller designs, in Lon- 
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don stock brick with stucco dressings. 
Further afield, he built the stations at 
Southampton *” and at Gosport (a very 
“Roman” design), and those between 
Yeovil and Exeter. He said himself of the 
latter group that “influenced either by 
the genius loci or by other considera- 
tions, mediazval architecture was_ intro- 
duced ”; and he makes it clear that, in 
all his work for railway companies, he 
collaborated with the engineers but de- 
signed all the buildings himself. Another 
important railway commission was the 
whole series of stations from Le Havre 
to Paris, including two at Rouen. In 
one of the latter, he 

















used enormous queen- 
post roof trusses of 82 
feet span, which have 
been illustrated. 7* 
East of London he 
built the small terminal 
station at Blackwall 
(1840), now demol- 
ished. Here, as on 
the French railways, 
he followed his natural 
classical bent; as he 
did also in the impor- 
tant terminal station 
at Lime-street, Liver- 
pool, which he re- 


2° Tilustrated in C. F. D. 
Marshall’s History of 
the Southern Railway, 
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CHISWICK STATION 





3. 5 1949 


modelled in 1846 at a cost of about 
£36,000, using brick as the principal wall- 
ing material but with dressings of Darley 
Dale stone instead of his normal 
stucco.** About three-quarters of the 
lower part of this building, facing Lord 
Nelson-street, is still standing, though 
raised in height and altered otherwise. 
Further north, he built most of the 
stations on the Caledonian and Scottish 
Central Railways, including Carlisle 
(Citadel), Edinburgh Caledonian (both 
1847-8), and Perth. On one occasion he 
said: “At Carlisle and Perth I have 
done my best to mould the forms and 
modes of thinking of medizval architects 
to the unusual requirements of rail- 
ways ” **; on another occasion: “1 believe 
I was the first man who attempted to 
make a Gothic railway station, because 
it suited what I may call the genius loci. 
Whether I succeeded or not, you will be 
able to say when you visit Carlisle. It 
was troublesome, and did not go very 
well with the platforms and sheds and 
roofs, but I had no difficulty with the 
refreshment rooms and halls.” ** 


The result of this tremendous amount 
of work for the various railway 
companies, added to sundry other activi- 
ties to be described shortly, was a severe 
illness in 1851 to which he nearly suc- 
cumbed. After a holiday in Italy, during 
which he characteristically did a good 
deal of sightseeing, he resumed practice, 
but with reduced zest, and gradually 
turned his phenomenal energy more and 
more to public work, especially after 
his election to Parliament in 1855. For 
the purpose of this study, however, it is 
convenient to record now the principal 
buildings that he designed after 1851. 
These included Gresham House in Old 
Broad-street (1854-6) in collaboration 
with E. N. Clifton, rebuilt about a genera- 
tion ago; and Tapling and Co.’s carpet 
warehouse at 1-8, Gresham-street West, 
oe demolished in an air raid in 


A Church at Gerrards Cross. 


His last work of any importance was 
the large church of St. James at Gerrards 
Cross, in Buckinghamshire, designed and 
built in 1858-9 with the help of his friend, 
E. Trotman (d. 1865), formerly a member ' 
of his staff. It was erected to the mem- 
ory of his Parliamentary colleague, Major- 
General Reid, M.P., by the General’s two 
sisters, at a cost of about £10,000, and 
provided seats for a congregation of 400. 
An article in The Builder (xvii, 588) 
makes the following comment in a de- 
scription of it. “For the last twenty 
years almost every ecclesiastical structure 
has exhibited some variety of Gothic 
taste. For the most part, imitation has 
been the order of the day... . We have 
viewed with satisfaction several recent 


33 Tilustrated in The Builder, vii, p. 78 (1849). 
3° R.1.B.A. Presidential Address on Novem- 





ber 3, 1862. 
%* Ditto on November 2, 1868. 
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examples of departure from the school- 
boy track of precedent. ... A bolder and 
more intelligent use of brick, for example, 
has been adopted lately for church pur- 
poses by sevefal architects... .” 

Certainly this church showed a de- 
parture from current fashions. Erected 
at the very moment when Tite in Parlia- 
ment was violently attacking Sir Gilbert 
Scott’s Gothic design for the new Govern- 
ment offices in Whitehall, it served as a 
challenge to all the fervent disciples of 
medizvalism and all the doctrines of 
Ruskin, for it is a completely Italianate 
design with an octagonal cupola and a 
campanile. It is not in the least like 
anything built by Wren or any other 
exponent of the English Renaissance, and 
is almost aggressively un-English, sited 
provocatively beside the main road from 
London to Oxford. The plan is a Latin 
cross, or rather a Greek cross with very 
shallow transepts and chancel and a much 
longer nave, 21 ft. 6 in. wide. The 
cupola rises from squinches over the 
crossing and is buttressed by four salient 
projections, the actual supports of the 
dome being four (apparently) granite 
columns of about 30 in. diameter, but in 
fact these columns are treated with a sur- 
face of red granite scagliola. There are 
no aisles. All the arches of windows, 
doors and crossing are semi-circular. The 
isolated campanile at the west end, north 
of the nave, is 12 ft. 9 in. square externally 
and 80 ft. high excluding the terminal 
feature. The brick facings generally 
are white or cream, the recessed portions 
yellow, relieved by patterns of red. The 
dome is covered. with lead, the roofs else- 
where with slate. Internally the nave 
roof has open timber trusses of curiously 
Gothic type and without ties, the pitch 
being low. The plan of the church is 
ingenious, skilful and effective; the design 
generally is very bold and original; but 
the whole effect is rather exotic and 
strident. 
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In the 1842 list of 
“Office Bearers” of 
the infant R.LB.A,, 
Tite’s mame appears 
as one of the ten 
“Ordinary Members 
of the Council,” his 
address being given as 
25, Upper Bedford- 
place. The Transac- 


for the first few years, 
but in the more de- 
tailed reports of dis- 
cussions during 1850-3 
his name figures fre- 
quently as a speaker 




















after papers read by 
other persons on his- 
torical architecture 
and on modern build- 
ing, exhibiting a wide 
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Private Life and Interests. 

We may now return to Tite’s various 
professional and other activitics outside 
his actuai practice. In his later life at 
least, probably in his middle life, he had 
many financial and commercial interests 
which need not concern us here—indeed, 
there is very little information about them 
—but it may be mentioned that he was a 
director of numerous companies and had 
a finger in many financial pies. He used 
to say, with some complacency, that he 
had inherited one fortune from _ his 
father, had married another, and had 
earned a third by his own exertions. When 
this boast was repeated to the Prince of 
Wales, afterwards Edward VII, that tact- 
ful man-of-the-world merely observed: 
** What a lucky man!” Modesty does not 
seem to have been a characteristic of some 
of the eminent Victorians. Whatever the 
sources from which it was derived, Tite 
left a fortune of £400,000 at his death, 
and died childless. 





LIME-STREET STATION OF NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, LIVERPOOL. 
MR, W. TITER, 7.R8, Ancervecr. 




















PLAN OF THE LIMF-STREET STATION, EfWERPOOL 


From The Builder of February 7, 1849. 


range of knowledge 
and a_ keen critical 
sense. In 1850 he spoke after a paper 
by Angell on Vignola, and urged the 
claims of Italian architecture as a style 
suitable for churches designed specific- 
ally for Protestant worship. In 1855, 
from the chair, he opened a discussion on 
the thickness of walls in London build- 
ings. In November, 1855, the year in 
which he entered Parliament, he spoke 
on the present and future prospects of 
architecture in England, and_ referred 
appreciatively to the scheme of architec- 
tural education then newly proposed by 
the A.A., scoffing at the idea that an 
architect should spend three years at a 
carpenter’s bench and remarking that he 
“could hardly conceive how three years 
could be more completely wasted.” Dis- 
cussing recent architecture in Europe, he 
said that Barry had produced some excel- 
lent modern Gothic, whereas Klenze and 
Schinkel—though they had created admir- 
able classic designs in Germany—had 
proved quite incompetent in their neo- 
Gothic buildings. After praising the new 
British Museum and St. George’s Hall at 
Liverpool, he observed that Gothic archi- 
tecture was “too fashionable” in 
England, criticised Ruskin’s admiration 
for the Ducal Palace in Venice, and added 
that the Venetians “never attained any 
eminence” in Gothic architecture. In 
the subsequent discussion, he returned to 
his defence of Italian Renaissance archi- 
tecture and said that “architects were not 
sufficiently independent in their modes 
of thinking.” ... “It was too much the 
fashion to adhere to one style only at a 
time. The Greek mania of some years 
ago was as great a mistake as the Gothic 
mania of the present day.” - 

On March 31, 1856, Earl de Grey, on 
presenting the Royal Gold Medal to Tite, 
mentioned his ability to tackle a small or 
a large building with equal success: “ like 
the elephant with his proboscis, he could 
lift an oak or take up a straw.” Respond- 
ing, Tite spoke of “his long professional 
life now drawing nearly to a close”; 
and, in fact, he produced no more build- 
ings of note after that date, except the 
church described above, though he was 
very active in Parliament and in his work 
for the R.I.B.A. 

He opened a discussion at the Institute 
on entasis in obelisks on May 31, 1858, 
and in November read a paper on the 
restoration of the Mausoleum at Halicar- 
nassus. Apparently this latter lec- 
ture was only a summary of recent dis- 
coveries, for Cockerell—who had prepared 
one of the conjectural restorations of that 
monument — expressed disappointment 
that Tite had not proffered one of his 
own. Early in 1861 Tite organised a 
meeting at the R.I.B.A. to discuss methods 
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of stone-preservation, with special refer- 
ence to the Houses of Parliament, 
already decaying pry He described 
the elaborate care that had been taken to 
find the best stone for the purpose in the 
first instance, apparently to no avail. He 
“then proceeded to make a number of 
experiments to show in what manner sul- 
phuric acid acted upon limestone and 
liberated the carbonic acid.” Such an 
innovation at a R.I.B.A. meeting, by a 
Vice-President, was startling, but, after 
all, Tite included “F.R.S.” in his mani- 
fold distinctions! 

As President, he delivered the opening 
address of the R.I.B.A. session on five 
occasions (1861, 1862, 1867, 1868, 1869), 
confining himself mainly to such profes- 
sional topics as the work of the Insti- 
tute, the status of architects, the attitude 
of the Government to architects, the 
principal buildings of the year, and the 
progress of architectural education. In 
1862 he advocated the establishment of 
public lectures on architecture for build- 
ing craftsmen and for the lay public; in 
1868 he severely criticised the recent 
competitions for the. National Gallery 
extensions and the Law Courts in 
London. 


His Work as M.P. 


In 1854 Tite contested Barnstaple un- 
successfully in the Liberal interest, but 
in the following year he was elected M.P. 
for Bath, and continued to represent the 
constituency up to his death in 1873. 
Evidently he was popular in that city, for 
in 1872 his admirers subscribed for his 
bust, which was placed in the Guildhall 
there. According to one obituary notice: 
“When his death became known in Bath, 
many tradesmen put up their shutters, 
the flag on the Abbey tower was raised 
to half-mast, and a knell was tolled at 
the Abbey and St. Michael’ churches.” 
In spite of his other preoccupations, 
already recounted in this article, he 
took his Parliamentary duties very 
seriously. The 18 years of his member- 
ship are covered by some 80 stout 
volumes of “Hansard”; and, after 
wading through the first half of them, I 
have calculated that he spoke about 15 
times a year on an average: sometimes at 
length, sometimes mere ejaculations or 
formal questions. Occasionally his more 
trivial contributions are revealing: thus 
on one occasion in 1857, “ he regretted to 
say that the hon. Members were in the 
habit of twitting him with supporting the 
Government right or wrong. There was 
no ground for that uncourteous insinua- 
tion. He should support the Government 
when he thought they were right, and 
reprehend, and probably vote against 
them, when in the wrong.” On June 3, 
1858, he complained that “ We cannot 
hear a word here. The Chairman is going 
at the rate of 60 miles an hour! ” Con- 
versely, Hansard reported in another 
debate that “Mr. Tite with difficulty 
made himself heard,” and “ was under- 
stood to say...” etc. i f 

As a rule he confined his observations 
to matters upon which he was an ac- 
knowledged authority: not only the nice- 
ties of architecture and the technicalities 
of building, but also questions of high 
finance and of local government. Thus 
in the eight years 1856-63 he spoke 


® on (inter alia) the reading-room arrange- 


ments at the British Museum, the pro- 
posed transfer of the National Gallery to 
Kensington, the advancement of science, 
the replanning of the St. James’ area of 
London, barrack-design, the Bank Char- 
ter, the Civil Service, corrupt practices, 
naval administration, Netley Hospital and 
its ventilation, the Ordnance Survey, the 


THE BUILDER 


housing of the learned societies, insurance, 
the Natural History Department of the 
British Museum, the lunacy laws, London 
sewage disposal, the site of the proposed 
Charing Cross Station, the local govern- 
ment of London (many times), the Soane 
Museum, the Thames Embankment, the 
Albert Memorial, stone-decay at the 
Houses of Parliament, and—most impor- 
tant .of all—the architectural style of 
the proposed new Government offices in 
Whitehall. His contributions were 


generally brief, well informed and sen- 
sible, with very little humour or persi- 
flage to enliven them. 


The Foreign Office Controversy. 

His share in the famous, long-drawn 
and sometimes ridiculous controversy 
over the new Government offices was con- 
spicuous. The story has been told many 
times before and is far from edifying. 
Sir Gilbert Scott, the architect chiefly 
concerned in the squabble, has himself 
written of it at great length in his 
Recollections, and Sir Kenneth Clark 
treats it much more playfully in his book, 
The Gothic Revival (1928, pp. 241-6). A 
public competition was held in 1856 for 
a new War Office and a new India Office. 
Of 220 designs submitted, 200 were 
“Ttalian” (i.e., Italian Renaissance), 10 
were Gothic, and the remainder were 
apparently nondescript. Premiums were 
duly awarded by the assessors to H. B. 
Garling for the War Office and to Messrs. 
Banks and Barry for the Foreign Office. 
Scott was third for the latter building, but 
was not “ placed” for the War Office. His 
designs were in the Gothic style, and, 
with the incredible complacency that 
somehow served him so well, he stated 
that they were “perhaps the best ever 
sent in to a competition, or nearly so.” 
The assessors, however—according to 
Scott—‘“ knew amazingly little about their 
subject”; so he had to apply pressure 
elsewhere, and in the end contrived to 
be appointed architect. Tite took some 
part in one of the earlier debates (August 
10, 1857)* when the results of the 
competition were discussed, mainly from 
the point of view of site and cost; but 
came into the picture more prominently 
a year and a half later (February 11, 
1859)**, after Scott’s appointment. He 
expressed some concern about the pro- 
cedure in the award and then took up 
another aspect of the matter. “ The 
carrying out of Mr. Scott’s design would 
be. both inconvenient and _ expensive. 
There could be little doubt that the 
Italian style would be more suited to the 
wants of common life, and that Gothic 
would be very inconvenient.” ... “ Mr. 
Scott, from whose merits he would be the 
last to detract, was unquestionably as 
competent to erect an Italian building as 
a Gothic one; and if it were the pleasure 
of the House to give him instructions to 
that effect, that gentleman could have 
no difficulty in introducing Italian features 
and Italian arrangements into this plan.” 
He concluded by asking “ if the Govern- 
ment propose to erect these buildings in 
the style to which he had referred.” 
Government spokesmen defended Gothic, 
arguing that there was no material differ- 
ence in cost between the two styles, but 
Lord Palmerston replied with a violently 
anti-Gothic speech and talked of “ going 
back to the barbarism of the Dark Ages.” 
Thus it appears that Tite first suggested 
the desirability, which Palmerston sup- 
ported, of forcing Scott to translate his 
design from Gothic to Renaissance. A 
week later Tite intervened again to 
explain that “ what he desired was a light 





25 Hansard, vol. 147; cols. 1309-10. 
*6 Ibid, 152; cols. 260-3. 
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and correct Italian style, consistent with 
the general character of the buildings in 
the neighbourhood.’ 

On August 4 the House returned to 
the fray with undiminished zest, and 
Lord Elcho cited the New Town of 
Edinburgh as an example of the dullness 
of “Italian” architecture, while Palmer- 
ston, though agreeing that the New Town 
was monotonous, held that Gothic was 
even less defensible. Lord Elcho re- 
minded Tite that he (Tite) had obtained 
his first professional success with a 
Gothic design (for the “Scotch Church”), 
but Tite rejoined that he still favoured 
Gothic for churches though not for pub- 
lic offices. He then criticised the unsuit- 
ability and expense of Scott’s design, * 
but Sir Joseph Paxton appeared, sur- 
prisingly, as one of its friends. 

Palmerston had now become Prime 
Minister, and made it clear that Scott 
would have to toe the line. In Scott’s 
Recollections, we find that he duly if re- 
luctantly capitulated, declining to earn a 
martyr’s crown in the Gothic cause; for, 
as he naively admitted, “to resign would 
be to give up a sort of property which 
Providence had placed in the hands of 
my family.” The final battle in this 
long campaign took place on July 8, 
1861, when Lord Elcho moved that “ in 
the opinion of the House it was not 
desirable that the Foreign Office should 
be erected according to the Palladian 
design (by Scott) now exhibited in the 
Committee Room of the House.” The 
motion was defeated by 188 to 95. * 
During the lengthy debate, Tite recapitu- 
lated his views on the respective merits 
of the styles, and concluded with a mast 
unjustifiable and ingenious quotation 
from Ruskin, whom he managed to pre- 
sent to a startled audience as an admirer 
of Renaissance architecture, on the 
Strength of a very guarded reference to 
the Casa Grimani at Venice. 

For sheer effrontery that would be hard 
to beat, but Tite was never lacking in 
nerve, and his whole career is an evi- 
dence of pushful and forceful qualities. 
Another instance occurred in Parliament 
in 1862 when hostile or jealous oppo- 
nents accused him of having obtained a 
post at £700 a year as part-time Chair- 
man of a Commission for replanning 
part of Westminster (including Victoria- 
street), alleging that he could not possibly 
devote adequate time to the work. In 
his later days, he introduced and carried 
the ae Management Act of 1864 
and the Metropolis Improvements Act of 
1867. He seems to have been regarded 
as a hardworking and useful member of 
the House of Commons and its Com- 
mittees. As a sequel to his numerous 
attacks on Gothic architecture, it is sur- 
prising to find him warmly commending 
—of all things—Scott’s design for the 
Albert Memorial, when he said (on May 
23, 1863) that “The House probably 
knew that he (Tite) differed from many 
persons with regard to the use of Gothic 
architecture for secular buildings; but, 
for a building of the kind in question, 
nothing could be more appropriate and 
nothing more elegant. It was of a sacred 
character and would be associated with 
some of our best recollections, as it was 
designed in imitation of the monuments 
erected by King Edward I to his Queen 
Eleanor. . . . The work would, he be- 
lieved, be one that would be satisfactory 
to the nation, creditable to the architect, 
and a worthy memorial of the illustrious 
Prince.” *° 


27 Thid, 152: col. 522. 

28 Tbid, vol. 155; cols. 923-5. 
29 Thid, 164; cols. 524-7. 

2° Thid, vol. 170, col. 605. 
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The Magpie Instinct. ; 

_Mention has already been made of 
Tite’s active work for professional and 
learned bodies—the R.1.B.A., the Royal 
Society, the Society of Antiquaries—but 
besides these he became President of the 
Camden Society, he served the London 
Institution as honorary secretary from 
1824 to 1869, and—a detail the obituary- 
notices omit—in 1862 he was Master of 
the Spectaclemakers’ Company in the 
City of London.** He was associated 
with charitable as well as commercial 
bodies in the City and acted as a gover- 
nor of Dulwich College. Although 
architects remember him for his bequest 
of £1,000 to the R.I.B.A. which led to 
the establishment of the Tite Prize, he 
was generous in many other directions 
during his lifetime. The knighthood 
conferred upon him in 1869, and the 
C.B. which followed it in 1870, were eer- 
tainly well earned. Like his mentor 
Soane, he had a magpie’s instincts, and 
his ample means allowed him to indulge 
them the more freely because he had no 
descendants to provide for. His pur- 
chases included paintings, old china, 
silverware and ivories; but his chief hobby 
was the acquisition of rare books and 
illuminated manuscripts. His valuable 
library, which was sold for nearly 
£20,000 at his death, contained a fine 
series of early editions of Shakespeare, 
a number of very early Bibles, many beau- 
tiful missals, a large collection of auto- 
graphs, and books from the earliest 
printing-presses, including Caxton’s. 

As I have already indicated, he had a 
genuine passion for archeology. His 
energetic advocacy led Palmerston to 
acquire the Halicarnassus sculptures for 
the nation. Tite’s published work, 
which includes no complete book, consists 
mainly of papers read to learned 
societies on antiquarian subjects, some 
of which I have previously mentioned. 
He never became a member of the Royal 
Academy, though he was consulted by 
that august body on the subject of archi- 
tectural education; but in 1854 he exhibited 
at the Academy “a composition from 
the works of Inigo Jones.” As already 
remarked, it is unfortunate that the 
R.I.B.A. possessses none of his drawings 
in its fine collection. The facts that he 
gave up practice many years before his 
death, died childless, left no partners, and 
was predeceased by the favourite nephew 
—Arthur Green—who had worked with 
him for many years, probably account for 
the relative scarcity of records of Tite’s 
career. 

The memory of his personal appear- 
ance is preserved in various paintings 
and busts: an excellent portrait in oils 
by J. P. Knight, R.A., in the Council 
Room at the R.I.B.A.; another portrait, 
as a young man, by Renton, formerly 
at the London Institution *; a bust 
(1870) by W. Theed, also formerly at 
the London Institution “; a copy of the 
last-named at the R.I.B.A.; and another 
in the Guildhall at Bath. An abortive 
effort was made in Chelsea, just after 
his death, to ghee a memorial in re- 
cognition of the public work he did for 
that borough; but his name is recalled 
there by “ Tite-street,” so styled since 
1875. When he died, on April 20, 1873, 
at Torquay, he was buried in Norwood 
Cemetery. 

A few people still alive must remem- 
ber him im his old age, but singularly 
little has been written of his human and 
intimate side. It is obvious that he was 


MS. 





21 Information from the Company’s 
minute books in the Guildhall Library. 


32 Present whereabouts unknown. 
32 Present whereabouts unknown, 
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a man of great versatility and enormous 
energy. Even the brief record, in the 
foregoing articles, of some of his 
astounding achievements shows the wide 
range of his manifold interests; and keen 
personal ambition is evident throughout 
his career. He seems to have been 
generally popular—‘‘a good mixer ”— 
but was also a rough diamond, blunt of 
speech and intolerant of opposition. One 
necrologist recalls his prodigious 
memory, for anecdotes and proverbs as 
well as for names, facts and dates; adding 
that he could also sing many old ditties 
heard in his youth. Yet, considering the 
brilliance of his career, the published 
obituary notices are curiously lukewarm 
—less spontaneous and generous than 
one would expect. Something is lack- 
ing, in spite of tributes to his popularity 
and to his long record of public and pro- 
fessional services. Any man so success- 
ful in practice is liable to create enemies 
and critics among his rivals; but it seems 
probable, in Tite’s case, that the methods 
by which he achieved some of his 
triumphs—particularly the Royal Ex- 
change competition—were regarded as 
too pushful and too opportunist by his 
professional brethren, and that the 
a of them lingered on in men’s 
minds for years afterwards. Be this as it 
may, the story of his career remains one 
of the most striking in modern English 
architecture. As for his talents as a 
designer, the illustrations to these articles 
will enable readers to form their own 
judgment, but some readers may be sur- 
prised to find among them several neo- 
Gothic buildings produced by the man 
who will go down to history as the donor 
of the Tite Prize and who forced Sir 
Gilbert Scott to transform his Gothic de- 
sign for the Government offices into an 
Italian composition. 

Reminding the reader that Tite was 
the architect of the Royal Exchange and 
M.P. for Bath, I conclude this brief study 
of his life with an epitaph which Punch 
a oR for him when he was knighted 
in 1869: 

“SUARUM FORTUNARUM_ ET 
BURS# LONDINENSIS HIC JACET 
ARCHITECTUS, TITUS, AQU& CALI- 
DENSIS, QUI NUNQUAM DIEM 
a SCILICET IMPEN- 
«*, The first part of this article appeared last week. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Australian War Memorial, Strand 


A MEMORIAL to members of the Austra- 
lian fighting services and merchant navy 
who died in the war is to be erected by 
the Commonwealth Government outside 
Australia House in the Strand, London, 
at a cost of about £20,000. ’ 

Memorials are also to be erected at 
Canberra, Darwin, and Port Moresby. 
The Department of the Interior has set 
up an Australian Battlefields Memorials 
Committee, which will conduct a competi- 
tion for designs for the memorials, to be 
open to all British sculptors, and prizes 
of £200, £120, and £40 sterling wil] be 
awarded. 

The details and conditions of the com- 
petition for the London memorial are not 
yet settled. 


Australian Suburb as War Memorial. 

A suburb named New Coventry is to be 
created at an estimated cost of 
£A1,500,000 at Rooty Hill, near Sydney, 
as a war memorial to Britain’s dead. The 
project will eventually house 4,000 British 
ex-Servicemen and their families. The 
first of the migrant tradesmen to build 
the suburb will arrive this year. 
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R.LB.A. 
Membership 


ON Tuesday, January 3, the following — 
were elected members of the R.I.B.A.: 


HONORARY ASSOCIATES 

T. Bodkin, M.A., Barrister-at-law, D.Litt. (Bir- 
mingham); T. D. Kendrick, M.A., Hon.D.Litt., 
F.B.A., F.S.A. (Londcn); F. M. Lea, O.B.E., 
D.Sc., F.R.LLC. (Berkhamsted) ; I. M. Leslie, J.P. 
(London). 

HONORARY CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

G. Dedoyard (Belgium); A. C. M. Dumont 

(Belgium). 
FELLOws 


W. A. Eden, M.A. (Liverpool) (Leeds); R. C. 

Gifford, M.B.E. (Birmingham) ; F. H. Py >.< 

(London) ; W. E. Marston (Cambridge) ; W. J. A 

Osburn (London) ; G. B. Tubbs (London). 
ASSOCIATES 

E., N. Ainswortn (Oldham); G. L. Allan (St. 
Andrews) ; M. K. Arthur (Miss), Dip.Arch. (Leices- 
ter) (Leicester Coll.) ; J. C. Atkinson, Dip.Arch. 
(Dunelm) (Cleadon Village, near Sunderland) ; 
J. G. Bailey, Dip.Arch. (Leeds) (Gildersome, near 
Leeds); G. M. Baxter (Huddersfield) ; A. T. Beer, 
B.Arch. (Wales) gy ;_ D. Beresford (Langley 
Mill, Notts) ; R. Bishop (Mrs.) B. G. 
Brown (Kettering, Northants) ; rowne, 
B.Arch. (Dunelm) (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) ; A. J. 
Butler (Miss) (Lincoln); S. Buzas (London) ; 
D. A. Calow, Dip.Arch. (Leicester) (Hengrove, 
Bristol, 4) ;_ J. B. Campbell (Blackburn, Lancs) : 
L. C. Candlish (Groby, near Leicester); E. Clark 
(Manchester, 16); D. F. Clayton (Derby); S. 
Collins (Oxford) ; E. R. Corby (London) ; H. M. 
n Ge ih on Di io. ee ied N. V. 

. Cric! eading) ; G. R. Crosby ingerwo 
Chesterfield) ; E. J. W. Curtis (Leicester). . ae 

G. L. Darge (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ; P. 
= (Manchester); A. J. de Souza 

on); D. Dewar-Mills (London) ; J. B. Diamond, 
B.Arch. (Hons.) (Liverpool) (Cambridge) ; J.. D. 
Eastwood (Harrogate) ; P. F. Eatwell (London) : 
W. R. Farrer, B.Arch. (Hons.) (Dunelm) (Ebches- 
ter, Co. Durham) ; A. H. Fielding (Ealing, W.5) ; 
A. A. Gelibter (London) ; F. P. R. Gibbs (Cam- 
bridge) ; N. H. Godsmark (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ; 
G. H. E. Hall, Dip.Arch. (Dundee) (Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire) ; A. M. D. Halliday (Hemel Hemp- 
stead); L. W. Harker, D.F.C. (Scholes, near - 
Leeds) ; D. L. Harmer (Leicester) ; A. W. H. Hi 
Dip.Arch. (Leicester) (Leicester); I. 
(Bournemouth) ; F. C. Holmes (London); J. D. 
Hume (Kingston-on-Thames). 

R. N. D. Iredale, Dip.Arch. (Liverpool) (Burrel- 
ton, Perthshire) ; P. E. Johnson (Farnham); E. S. 
Jones (Hull) ; R. G. Kemp (London); A. C. 
Kirkman, Dip.Arch. (Leics.) (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ; 
A. O. Lee (Blyth) ; J. F. Leven (Twickenham) ; 
J. D. J. Lewis (Llandyssul) ; M. G. R. Lyell (Lon- 
don); A. C. C. MacRitchie (Glasgow, W.1) ; 
J. A. D. Mair (Glasgow); T. A. Markus, B.A. 
(Hons. Arch.) (Manchester) (Manchester) ; P. B. 
Mead-Kidd, Dip.Arch. (Nottingham) (Nottingham); 
R. R. Milton-Hine, Dip.Arch. (Leics.) (Mine- 
head) ; J. R. Morgan (London). 

M. R. Pearce (Mrs.) (London); R. L. Pye 
(ilford) ; B. M. ‘Roberts (Wallasey) ; D. Robinson 
(Hallam, near Derby); H. 


Ww. q 
A. S. Serby (Harrow); A. E. Shand (Miss) (Herne } 
Bay) ; J. M. Spence (Mrs.) (London) ; 


(London) ; 
L. B 


J. Stephen- 
son (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ; G. J. Subiotto (London) ; 
M. Summerbell (Miss) B.Arch. (Hons.) (Dunelm) 
(East Herrington); G. Sunderland (Bradford) ; 
J. C. Thompson, B.E., Arch. (Dublin), A.M.I.C.E.L 
(Limerick) ; S. B. Trasler (Miss) (Derby); M. J. 
Ward-Willis, Dip.Arch. (Leics.) (Glenfields, Leices- 
tershire) ; J. W. Warner (Wallasey); J. N. Way 4% 
(Carmarthen) ; J. E. Wheeler (Leicester) ; E. Wil- 
ford (Leicester); G. Wilson, Dip.Arch. (Leeds) | 
(Luddendenfoot) ; L. G. Wood - (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne) ; J. B. Yates (Cupar). 
: LICENTIATES . 
J. Beaumont (Chester) ; J. Billam (Brighton) ; > 
M. H. A. Cook (Plymouth) ; F. W. Marston (Sur- 
biton) ; C. D. Pople (Plymouth); F. S. Stilwell’ 
(Plymouth) ; W. T. Wash (Hoddesdon) ; A. C. B. > 
Wincer (Chessington). 


Intermediate Examination Results 


| 

Of the 645 candidates examined for the 
R.I.B.A. Intermediate Examination, held 
in eight centres from November 4-10, 267 
passed and 378 were relegated. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. T. C. Hartley, A:R.1.B.A., deputy 
Borough Architect of Stockton-on-Tees, 
has been appointed Borough Architect in 
succession to Mr. A. G._ Sinclair, 
A.R.I.B.A., who has taken up an appoint-" 
ment as chief architect with the Scottish 
Housing Trust. 
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HORSHAM (VICTORY ROAD) COUNTY INFANTS’ SCHOOL. View from west. 


THREE SCHOOLS 


FOR WEST SUSSEX COUNTY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
F. R. STEELE, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S., M.T.P.I., COUNTY ARCHITECT 


H. MACKLEY, A.R.LB.A., CHIEF ASSISTANT IN CHARGE, HORSHAM COUNTY 


INFANTS’ SCHOOL. 


H. W. M. SAGE, A.R.1LB.A., 


CHIEF ASSISTANT IN 


CHARGE, KINGSHAM AND EAST WITTERING COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOLS 


(THESE three County Primary Schools—East Witter- 


ing 3-class junior and infants; Kingsham 3-class 
junior and infants; and Horsham (Victory-road) 4-class 
infants—are the first to be completed in the authority’s 
post-war building programme of new schools. All 
have been occupied for several months. Each school 
forms the nucleus of a larger unit, and this is reflected 
in the tender costs and cost per place. For example, 
in the first stage, the cost per place of Kingsham, where 
an assembly hall is provided, is higher than is the case 
for East Wittering and Horsham. Ultimately, how- 
ever, when full accommodation is provided, the cost 
of each school will be broadly comparable and in each 
case will be below the standard cost of £170 per place 
laid down in the Ministry of Education Circular 209. 
In order to gain experience and data for the future 
building programme, a different constructional design 
has been employed in the case of each school. This is 
described more fully in the following notes but a study 
of the results will be a useful guide for the future. 


HorsHAM (VICTORY-ROAD) INFANTS’ SCHOOL: This 
school is to accommodate 120 infants and, when finally 
developed, it is proposed to provide a 3 F.E. infants’ school. 
No assembly hall is provided but a folding and sliding 
partition between the two end classrooms enables these 


to be used as one space for assembly. A servery is attached 
to this area which is also used for meals. No kitchen is 
provided, meals being supplied by a “‘ container service ” 
from a central kitchen. 

Site.—The present school occupies part of the site of the 
old Victory-road School burnt out before the war. When 
the final development is carried out, the site will be extended. 

Construction.—Patent ‘‘ Uni-Seco”’ prefabricated units, 
the classroom structural steel lattice stanchions cased with 
asbestos sheeting being at 8 ft. centres. Main beams are of 
Hills ‘* Presweld ’’ beams, covered with asbestos sheeting. 
Wall panels are standard units of timber framing covered 
with asbestos sheeting on both sides with the interior packed 
with wood-wool. The surfaces are treated externally with 
bitumen covered with harling grit and finished with cement 
paint. Internally, the panels and surfaces are treated 
with adhesive rubber solution covered with granulated 
cork and finished with plaster. Roofs of panels of similar 
construction and covered with built-up 3-layer roofing felt. 
Metal windows throughout. Solid concrete floors in 
classrooms and staff room, with a composition block 
flooring finish. Elsewhere, granolithic. 

Fittings —Each classroom has a blackboard containing 
three reversible boards, with cupboards on either side and 
under the blackboard. 

Cost.—The cost has not yet been finalised but approxi- 
mately will be in the region of £17,000. The contract. was 
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HORSHAM (VICTORY ROAD) COUNTY INFANTS’ SCHOOL. Plan. Below: View from south. 


let in two parts: (a) for sub-base and foundation work, 
and (5) for Uni-Seco construction. The quantity surveyors 
were Messrs. Crump and Trinick. 

In all three schools Heating and Hot Water Services are 
provided by means of low-pressure accelerated hot water 
boiler to radiators, with the main pipes in trenches. Hot 
water supply is by independent boiler. In the case of the 
Wittering School, a semi-sunk heating chamber is provided 
owing to the high water table. At the Kingsham School 
the heating chamber is sunk beneath the canteen kitchen, 
while at Horsham use is made of the old semi-sunk heating 
chamber. Artificial lighting in these schools is provided 





by electricity, with pendant lights. Wireless points are 
provided in classrooms, and power plugs in staff rooms. 

KINGSHAM COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL: This school 
is to accommodate 80 juniors and 40 infants and when 
finally developed it is proposed to extend the school to a 
24 F.E. infants’ department. An assembly hall is provided 
to the ultimate size required, but in this first stage the full 
area is not taken into use, a temporary store being provided 
in the space which will be occupied by the future platform. 
Meals are served in the hall from the adjacent canteen 
kitchen, which is also, together with the heating chamber 
under, to the ultimate size required. 
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KINGSHAM COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, CHICHESTER. 
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View from south-west. Below: Plan. 
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Site—The site adjoins the City Corporation’s Whyke 
Housing Estate, and this proposal occupies an area of 
about 2 acres, being part of a larger site area upon which it 
is proposed to plan in the future, as a comprehensive 
educational group, another Primary Junior School and two 
large secondary Modern Schools. 


Construction.—The classrooms are framed with precast 
reinforced concrete frames in bays of 8 ft. The post on the 
corridor side of the frame is cranked at the head in order to 
reduce the span of the main beam and also to provide a 
| profile for the continuous clerestory north light used in this 
design. The cranked post and main beam have a scarfed 
and dowelled joint, while the post on the aspect side is 
dowelled for the main beam which extends beyond the post 
as a cantilever bracket to support the precast concrete eaves 
slab. A subsidiary post is cramped to the face of the main 
post in the corridor to support the lintol which carries the 
corridor roof. The main reinforced concrete beams were 
manufactured by Messrs. Blokcrete, Ltd., of Southampton, 
the reinforcement being designed by their consultant, 
Mr. E. E. Mann, M.Sc., M.Inst.C.E. The roof construction 
generally throughout is similar to that used at the Wittering 
School and in the Ancillary Accommodation, i.e., cloak- 
rooms, sanitary offices and corridors, precast reinforced con- 
crete beams support the roof and bear on brick piers at 8 ft. 
3 in. centres. External walls are of 11 in. brickwork with 
multicoloured facings. Metal windows are used throughout 
the building and the south-east classroom windows have a 
sun hood of moulded asbestos sheets on tubular supports 
to reduce glare. The Assembly Hall has load-bearing brick 
piers with pitched steel roof trusses. Double Roman clay 
tiling is hung on a steei grillage which is laid on building 
paper with wood-wool slabbing as insulation. The grillage 
and wood-wool are secured to angle steel purlins with 
special fixing hooks. 


Finishings and Fittings—In staff rooms and hall, walls 
and ceilings are plastered. In the assembly hall the ceiling 
has a panel of acoustic tiles to increase the acoustic properties 
while the classrooms have fibre-board ceilings with patent 
tee-section supports. The ceiling of the kitchen is treated 
with granulated cork, applied direct on a coat of adhesive, 
to reduce condensation. Elsewhere, fairface brickwork is 
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EAST WITTERING COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL. View from east. 


distempered and in sanitary offices, painted. Lockers as 
in the East Wittering School. Solid concrete floors are used 
throughout, with a patent composition floor in classrooms 
and staff rooms. Composition block floor in hall, quarry 
tiles in kitchen and granolithic elsewhere. The entrance 
hall has coloured granolithic in squares. 

Cost.—The cost of the building, excluding playing field 
development, was £22,375 (subject to final measurement). 
The quantity surveyors were Messrs. Crump and Trinick. 

EAsT WITTERING SCHOOL: This school is to accommodate 
80 juniors and 40 infants in the first instance and, when 
finally extended, will serve as a 2 F.E. junior school. The 
plan has been largely governed by the necessity to extend at 
a later date and by considerations of aspect and access. 
No assembly hall is provided, but the dining room (to the 
ultimate size required) is used for this purpose in Stage 1. 

Site-—The present school occupies about half of the total 
site which was bought before the war, and it is intended, 
when the final development of the school as a junior depart- 
ment is carried out, to build in addition an infants’ school. 

Construction.—The classrooms are steel framed in bays 


of 8 ft. with portal frames of 7 in. by 4in. R.S. stanchions 
and 9 in. by 4in. R.S. joists with welded haunches. Each 
main frame is braced on either side with 4in. by 2 in. 
channel section frames. On the aspect side, the subsidiary 
frame is used to provide a sun hood which reduces glare in 
the classrooms, and on the corridor side the recess formed 
by the subsidiary frame is used to accommodate locker units 
within the classroom. The roof is formed of precast 
reinforced concrete inverted tee section 5 ft. by 3 in. beams 
at 2 ft. 14 in. centres with 24 in. wood-wool slab as in-filling. 
A 1-in. reinforced top screed is an integral part of the roof, 
which is finished with 3-layer built-up roofing felt. 

The Ancillary Accommodation, i.., cloakrooms, staff 
room, sanitary offices and corridors, has a similar roof 
supported on precast reinforced concrete beams at 8 ft. 3 in. 
centres bearing on brick piers. External walls are of 11 in. 
brickwork with Rustic Fletton facings. Metal windows 
are used throughout the building. 

Finishings and Fittings.—In classrooms, dining room and 
staff rooms, walls and ceilings are plastered. The plastering 
on ceilings follows the outline of the tee-section beams. 
| PuPiLs | 


eae, 























































































ey ENTRY | 
AP Mil 
— =e 3) ed 
a Fs 
° service roed I: 
: ig 
r =e (lov Oe Se IE I: 
neat i‘: E 
chomber | Yard . i 
+ j 
lav } 
T (= look 
: : a : (- cloakroom 
— 4+ i . | 
I. ar 
t 
kitchen | room 
ae ee 8 | ‘ 
me ——1— | j 
fe 
te 
i ee 
‘ 
P loyin court 
@ ining room ¢lassroom classroom classroom ee i‘ 
. B20 00.08 
——. — -- 
— } 
c oa SESS San | — 
\ “aed | 
‘fe =: 
\ at | memes 
KEY PLAN. Bi 
ty @ GIRLS 
in| E* = 
scale of feet “T14 is : 
‘ rn j ; } 2 ae : a 


January 20 1950 


Janu 








105 


THE BUILDER 


January 20 1950 


———= 5 ee ae 
muy 3s haan 


ie 





| 


View of{classrooms from south. 








A classroom 


NG COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 


EAST WITTERI 





0 1950 





a 


THE BUILDER January 20 1950 











EAST WITTERING COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL. Cloakroom. 


— - Elsewhere fairface brick is distempered and in sanitary 
~ offices painted. Each classroom contains a battery of 40 
————— \ lockers (12in. by 12in. by 12in.) and cupboards are 
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arranged on either side of the blackboard, which is of the 
reversible board type. Blockboard doors are provided 
to cupboards and lockers. Solid concrete floors are used 
throughout with a patent composition floor in classrooms 
and dining room and staff room. Granolithic paving is 
used elsewhere with asphalt and, tile insets in the canteen 
kitchen. 

Cost.—The cost of the building, excluding playing field 
development, was £21,000 (this being subject to final 
neasurement). 


HORSHAM (VICTOR Y-ROAD).—The general contractors responsible 
for the building work were Messrs. Hoad and Taylor, Ltd., Horsham 
(foundations), and Uni-Seco, Ltd., London (prefabricated superstructure), 
the principal sub-contractors being :—-Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 
heating installation ; H. and E. Lintott, Ltd., electrical installation ; 
John Knowles, Ltd., sanitary fittings ; Bunce and Co., Ltd., iron- 
mongery ; and the Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd., composition flooring. 


KINGSHAM COUNTY SCHOOL, CHICHESTER.—The general 

; contractors were the West Sussex General Builders, of Chichester, the 
A classroom. Below: A corridor. principal sub-contractors being : Blokcrete Co., Ltd., precast concrete 
structural frames and artificial stone ; James Couper and Co., Ltd., 

structdral steelwork ; Jno. Croad, Ltd., precast concrete roofing ; 

C. E. Welstead, Ltd., metal windows: D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., 

patent roofing felt ; Chitty Bros., electrical work ; Toogood and Raw- 

lings, Ltd., heating and hot-water installation ; Adamsez, Ltd., 

sanitary fittings ; Siegwart Floor Co., Ltd., precast concrete flooring ; 

Protheroe and MacNab, Ltd., composition flooring ; Granwood Flooring 

Co., Ltd., patent flooring ; and W. Dibben and Son, Ltd., ironmongery. 


EAST WITTERING COUNTY SCHOOL.—The general contractors 
were Messrs. G. A. Culverwell, Ltd., Bognor Regis, the principal sub- 
contractors being : James Couper and Co., Ltd., structural steelwork and 
metal windows to classrooms ; Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., metal 
windows to remainder of school ; Jno. Croad, Ltd., precast concrete 
roofing ; Permanite, Ltd., patent roofing felt ; G.N. Haden and Sons, 
Ltd., hot water heating installation ; Adamsez, Ltd., sanitary fittings ; 
T. C. Daniels, electrical installation ; Bunce and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; 
Tuke and Bell, Ltd., sewage disposal plant ; and Protheroe and MacNab, 
Ltd., composition flooring. 


THREE SCHOOLS FOR THE WEST 
SUSSEX EDUCATION COMMITTEE 




















Janpary 20 1950 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Surveyors’ Registration 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 
IR,—Various of your correspondents 
have agreed that registration is most 
desirable and offered suggestions for 
giving effect thereto. Perhaps Mr. Lake, 
or one of your other correspondents, 
would now volunteer to take the initiative 
in the matter of the formation of a small 
committee preliminarily to register suitable 
practising surveyors now unattached. 
H. G. J. HALts. 
356, Kingston-road, 
New Malden, 
Surrey. 


Incentives and Scientific 
Management 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

GIR, Regarding your invitation to 

readers to submit views and sug- 
gestions for publication on Incentives 
arising out of Mr. Woodbine Parish’s 
letter in your issue of November 11, the 


on building incentives and both Mr. Rus- 
son and Mr. Parish speak of the broader 
aspects of incentives so rarely really seri- 
ously tackled, viz:— technical training 
and education, economics, cost control 
and method, etc. Mr. Parish also points 
out that other industries have tackled this 
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problem of incentives on these broader 
lines and have reaped rich rewards. 

Now, since Mr. Parish suggested that 
readers’ views and ideas on the subject 
would be of interest, might 1 remind you 
that both Mr. Parish and yourself seem 
to have forgotten that The Builder of 
May 2, 1947, actually anticipated this 
request in the article “The Place of 
Scientific Management,” by Mr. James 
Donovan, A.R.L.C.S. In the light of this 
request for a “ broader” approach to the 
problem Mr. Donovan’s article is really 
worth re-reading because in his very 
second paragraph he sets out the factors 
which have to be dealt with to solve the 
problem, i.., “unions, management, 
economics, costing, constructiona 
method, research and education. .. .” 
Furthermore he draws on the experience 
of other industries just as Mr. Russon 
and Mr. Parish suggest—only almost three 
years earlier! The factors now being 
discussed—those just mentioned for in- 
stance—cannot of course be avoided or 
isolated in a complex industry like build- 
ing, but they first appear (as far as I can 
see) as subjects to be tackled at one and 
the same time in “ The Place of Scientific 
Management.” Indeed, the proper study 
of them together forms Scientific Manage- 
ment. 

A year or so after the publication of 
“The Place of Scientific Management ” 
came the account of the Ministry of 
Works studies abroad in  bricklaying 
methods, etc., and later the official 
(Federation) bonus scheme. The striking 
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part about both was their similarity to 
schemes of bricklaying:. and bonus out- 
lined in the article mentioned, which 
clearly showed both vision and anticipa- 
tion on the part of the author. 

Since your request for views, no cor- 
respondent has tackled the subject in this 
“‘ omnibus ” manner but there is definitely 
a higher standard of ——- than three 
years ago. I have followed the discus- 
sion all through and it is very gratifying 


.to observe this. 


M. GORMAN. 
1, Garford House, 
Garford-street, E.14. 


Incentives and T.W.I. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


S!R,—Further to Mr. Albert Short’s 
letter in The Builder of December 
16, regarding the Training Within In- 
dustry course as applied to the building 
trades, I feel that there is no trade to- 
day in which general foremen, foremen 
and chargehands need this training more. 
Apart from some of the very large build- 
ing firms, progress in this direction is a 
long way behind other industries. 

In a staff of 33 members, my two 
chargehands and myself have passed 
through this course and there has been 
a noticeable improvement in our depart- 
mental organisation. 

It would be to the employers’ benefit 
if all foremen and chargehands were 
given T.W.I. as an efficiency test and I 
would suggest that the employers them- 
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SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION SITE: MODEL OF EXHIBITION ENTRANCE from Waterloo Bridge, showing proposed riverside restaurant on new 
embankment. Architects: Jane Drew and Maxwell Fry, FF.R.1.B.A. 
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selves take the course if they are active 
members in the industry. 

There must be many of us who sym- 
pathise with Mr. Short, and it can only 
be said that his employer is very for- 
tunate in having a T.W.l1.-trained foreman 
in charge of his staff. The comparison 
he mentions is surely proof of the value 
of his training. 

E. RuDKIN. (Foreman.) 
(Building Dept., Hoover, Ltd.) 
Perivale, Middlesex. 
Incentives and the Future 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
_~ leading article in your issue 
of December 30 is of considerable 
interest to the building industry as a 
whole, but as a sub-contractor may I offer 
certain observations. 

To start with, you make the somewhat 
sweeping statement that where a scheme 
has failed neither the contractor nor the 
operative is at fault. You then begin 
to lay a large measure of responsibility 
on the shoulders of nominated  sub- 
contractors. It is in the interest of sub- 
contractors, whether nominated or not, 
to give their clients efficient service. 
Unfortunately, their clients are frequently 
the very people who defeat this end. 
When undertaking a contract, the sub- 
contractor has normally given a date for 
completion and it is in his, as well as his 
clients’, interest to conform to that date. 
But as frequently happens, one client or 
another will push for earlier completion 
for a variety of reasons and occasionally 
may bring pressure to bear from a higher 
sphere. The sub-contractor is forced 
to give way and speed up work for a 
particular contract. This can only be 
done at the expense of progress on other 
jobs which may suffer to a greater or 
lesser degree. 

I suggest, therefore, that if our clients, 
be they architects, contractors or building- 
owners, would stick to original dates for 
completion they would not interfere with 
work being done for others. Competi- 
tion of this kind between our clients for 
our services is undoubtedly one of the 
troubles that cause delays in completion. 

The irregular supply of raw materials 
required by a sub-contractor is also a 
cause of trouble to him as much as you 
state it is to the main contractor. This 
fault would not be eliminated by doing 
away with nominated sub-contractors, as 
such action would not create increased 
production on the part of suppliers of 
raw materials or ancillaries required for 
the work in question. 

No, sir, please do not make us the 
scapegoats: consider the parable of the 
mote and the beam. 

A. C. BROOKS. 
Managing Director, 
Helliwell and Co., Ltd. 
68, Victoria-street, S.W.1- 
Winding-up of London B.A.S.A. 
To tHe Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,.—I have to inform you that a 
general meeting of the ‘Association 
at which trustees were present was held 
on Monday. November 28, at 47, Bedford- 
square, London, W.C.1. The meeting 
decided that owing to the lack of sup- 
port from the building industry, and the 
few lads taking part, that the London 
Building Trade. Apprentices’ Sports and 
elfare Association should cease all acti- 
vities and be wound up by December 31, 
1949. 

The trustees were authorised to request 
the Reg'strar of Friendly Societies to can- 
cel-the registration of the Association as 
at December 31. 1949, and a sub-commit- 
tee was appointed to handle the business 
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of the Association for the final wind-up. 
It was also proposed and carried that a 
vote of thanks be accorded to Major 
Shingleton for his untiring work and great 
efforts for the Association’s cause, and 
to the many employers, operatives, and 
co-operative helpers for their kind help 
in the activities of the Association. 

Harry E. St. Ives, 

Secretary-Manager. 

26, Great Ormond-st., W.C.1. 


NATIONAL PARKS 
COMMISSION 
Members Meet Mr. Silkin 
Me. LEWIS SILKIN, Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, met mem- 
bers of the recently appointed National 
Parks Commission at a private meeting at 
the Ministry on January 4. 

MR. SILKIN, who, with the chairman of 
the Commission, Sik Patrick Durr, spoke 
afterwards to Press representatives, out- 
lined the objects of the Commission, which 
he said would begin work immediately. 
Twelve areas had been mentioned as being 
suitable as national parks, and it would be 
among the first tasks of the Commission 
to designate one or more areas. He 
expected the Commission would give care- 
ful consideration to the report and recom- 
mendations of the Hobhouse Committee, 
although members were not necessarily 
obliged to accept or act upon them. 

The Commission would co-operate 
directly with local authorities, who would 
be responsible for looking after the 
national parks and for providing recrea- 
tional facilities, etc. The Commission 
would also keep a general eye over the 
local authorities. 

National parks were not intended to be 
rowdy amusement centres, the Minister 
continued. The idea was to encourage 
people who were hitherto insensible to the 
charms of the countryside to visit it and 
enjoy the pleasures it offered. He hoped 
the Commission would devise a code 
which would act as a guide, particularly 
for townspeople, to proper behaviour in 
the country and to the most pleasant 
places which they might care to visit. 
This code might be explained in booklet 
or leaflet form and the Commission 
might consider making films. 

The Minister said that the Commission 
had not been asked to do certain things in 
a specified period of time; if any “ tar- 
gets” were to be set—and he believed in 
the principle of setting “ targets "—the 
Commission itself would fix them. He 
thought it very unlikely that the public 
would see any definite results of the Com- 
mission’s work this summer, although 
considerable progress should have been 
made by the end of this year. 

Sir Patrick DuFF said he believed the 
Commission had before it a fascinating 
task. He was not, at that moment, able 
to make any definite statements concern- 
ing the Commission’s future activities 
because the Commission, as such, had 
not yet held its first business meeting. It 
consisted at present of nine individuals 
scattered over the country, and work 
could not go ahead very quickly until a 
central ‘office had been established. 


Telford Premium Award. 

THE, Institution of Civi] Engineers an- 
nounce the award of a Telford premium 
to Mr. Phillip. O. Reece, Director of the 
Timber Development Association, for his 
recent paper on fhe determination of 
working stresses in timber construction. 
The Telford Premiums were instituted 
fo'lowing a bequest made to the Institu- 
tion by Thomas Telford (1757-1834), the 
first President of the Institution. 
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“ THE MAJESTY OF 
LONDON ” 


An Address by Professor Richardson 


es (THE most decrepit city in Europe’ 

was the description recently given 
of London by a young French architect,” 
said PROFESSOR A. E. RICHARDSON, R.A, 
in an address given on January 3 to the 
London and District Branch of the In- 
corporated Accountants. Giving his views 
— statement, Professor Richardson 
said: 

“We are learning to study cities, not 
by statistical but from the visual aspect 
of the streets. We admire groups of 
buildings irrespective of style or period, 
and, what is of the greatest importance, 
we are noticing those accidental charms 
which the cunning of individuals could 
not have devised. It is now perceived 
that a city is not a mere expression of 
professional town planning, a solitary 
fantasy of one egotistical mind; on the 
comtrary, it is the lithic record of the 
character of a people. It is now clear, 
even to the minds of children, that the 
monuments of architecture reveal the in- 
most thoughts of mea back through the 
centuries. At least, this is what teachers 
are attempting to instruct in all grades of 
schools. In the higher branches of art 
training the aim appears to be to elimi- 
nate the past, substituting in its place 
extravagant visions of the future. Some 
there are in our midst who doubt whether 
posterity will be grateful for these antici- 
pations of what is to come. 

“Pondering on the future of this im- 
mortal City of London, I see certain 
truths of the highest value. In a capital 
city the expression of everyday life calls 
for something more than mere utility. 
People to-day hunger for beauty. There 
should be symbols of art to satisfy their 
eyes. If there is an absence of taste in 
small things there will be a considerable 
diminution of civic pride. This is obvious; 
I will not waste your time on such triviali- 
ties. But there is, nevertheless, a_prin- 
ciple to be observed, and this is the 
conservation of the character of London, 
We should at least infuse our new build- 
ings with something of graciousness com: 
bined with. the efficiency demanded 
to-day. 

“This brings me to the thought that 





London expresses not only the individual 
man or woman but the English: people; 
not only England but the Commonwealth 
of Nations; in fact, the Third British 
Empire, which is slowly but surely rising 
in its might for the common good. This 
great country, of which London is th 
visual expression, has attained to a stag 
of development when the national chz: 
acter is pronounced. We have to re 
assert this character in our several cil- 
ings, for this makes for patriotism of the 
highest order. During times of stres 
governments are useful, but, inevitably, 
the nation takes the government under 


its control; that day may not be so ff 


distant. The government is the paid ser 
vant, not the tyrannical master of tk 
destinies of a proud people.” } 


London’s Vastness. 

Developing his theme, Professor Rich 
ardson showed how the changes of t 
past 50 years had emanated from th 
nation as a. whole. To-day we had t 
problem of abnormal growth of populz 
tion, with attendant difficulties of ho 
ing, feeding and employment, but we h 
the even greater task of preserving ou 
national characteristics. He continued: 
_ “The main characteristic of London i 
its vastness, To the artist and the pod 
it Is a Magic city, greater by far than th 
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fabulous cities of the Arabian tales; not 
built by man but created by the genius 
of locality and the labours of myriads of 
inspired men. In one sense it is related 
to the English language, in another it 
is a melody common to the ears of all 
men, It is a place of enchantment, of 
caprice; it has proved to be equal to the 
needs of different epochs and the dis- 
similar necessities of time itself. And 
yet it is such an enormity that no single 
person has ever seen the whole of it at 
once. But London would be nothing 
without its river which brings the sea to 
the King’s Reach on to Teddington. In 
the course of time London has become a 
gigantic ellipse, having its foci in the 
very centre of St. Paul’s and the Abbey 
at Westminster. Here, then, is the 
majesty of London, not in the elevations 
of its buildings, for there is nothing ver- 
tically dominant, but in the interminable 
vastness, the shutting out of the distant 
countryside and the enclosing within the 
streets themselves of park lands and green 
oases which are so realistically unreal. 


Lendon’s Mysterious Charm. 

“What is of supreme interest is the 
mysterious charm which is London’s 
alone. This is the general impressiveness 
arising from local features which lead 
on to other local features. Thus all 
London looks the same to those who are 
not gifted with seeing eyes. When 
people begin to distinguish the focal 
points of different localities they are 
astounded at the varied interest and begin 
to understand the spirit of this mighty 
city. 

“ Although London has been changing 
for centuries she has retained her non- 
chalant attitude. If Chaucer, Stow, 
Shakespeare, Pepys and Dr. Johnson re- 
turned to their familiar haunts they 
would discern the London they knew and 
they would compare notes. For London 
from the beginning of time has sprawled 
on the side of the Thames. It never was 
a tidy place; it has always had the-same 
climate and its people have always 
shared the same contempt for the outside 
world. It is, in fact, a microcosm of its 
own. If London has no dominant build- 
ing it is because nothing large enough 
could possibly be built to serve as a 
central feature. From certain vantage 
points the dome of St. Paul’s dominates 
the City. From Highgate it appears as 
the chief feature of the City proper. The 
innumerable spires, turrets and chimney 
stacks merely appear aS so many posts 
in an ocean of grey. 

“The true secret of the majesty of 
London is to be found in the people. 
They constitute the life-blood without 
which things could not be. They are 
miniature Londons, and London is a 
gigantic statue of the individual 
Londoner: All the Londons that have 
ever been are embodied in one London. 
Above all, it is one personal, intimate 
London that we are really interested in; 
those parts which have formed the back- 
ground of our lives. There are some 
streets we dare not go down; there are 
certain buildings which cause us to 
pause; there are perspectives that look 
familiar but are rendered differently by 
some mysterious colouring. We have all 
noticed these things; the beauty of lamp- 
posts and plane trees, the glistening of 
rain on the pavements, the lighting at 
night. Decrepit indeed! This most 
regal of cities demands courtly reverence. 
young sir, not promiscuous flirtation. The 
majesty of London is an illusion, and for 
this reason it is far greater than architec- 
tural fantasy. It is something akin to 


the dome of heaven; it is remote, yet 
friendly, never obtrusive but comforting 
to our hopes and fears.” 
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THE LONDON 
PLANNING REPORT, 
1949 


Some Views it has Provoked 


A SUGGESTION that both the 

majority and minority reports sub- 
mitted to the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning by members of the 
London Planning Administration Com- 
mittee revealed an underestimate of the 
problem under consideration was made 
by PROFESSOR WILLIAM HoLrorp, M.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I., when he addressed 
members of the Town and Country 
Planning Association on “ Thoughts 
Provoked by the London Planning 
Report, 1949,” on January 11. 

We take the following extracts from 
Professor Holford’s remarks from the 
point where he discussed the majority 
report’s recommendation for the setting 
up of a Regional Advisory Committee: 

Such a committee, even in what the 
majority report calls “ a changed climate ” 
for its work, seems to me to be a piece 
of machinery that can only operate 
successfully when going merrily along an 
easy incline. When it has to face an 
uphill drag there is insufficient motive 
power to keep it going. I don’t think 
one can assume that the motive power 
will come from the Minister or even 
from a Departmental Committee. Their 
job is the formulation and administration 
of national policy, interpretation and 
advice, and the operation of default 
powers in very exceptional circumstances. 
The Committee as a whole agrees on 
this point, and I think most people will 
accept its view. If, therefore, a demo- 
cratic solution is sought, and if the 
constituent bodies cannot arrive at 
identity of views on the big question, 
while feeling strongly about the small 
ones, there is almost certainly going to 
be a lack of incentive towards execution. 
There will be a good many planning 
proposals, probably some interesting 
surveys, and (in a limited field) agree- 
ment on procedure. But initiative to put 
difficult planning decisions into practice 
will be wanting. Reservations will. be 
made, secessions will take place, and for 
the sake of peace the really controver- 
sial items will be withdrawn. 


A Joint Planning Board. 

The alternative proposal suggested in 
the minority report is the immediate 
establishment by the Minister of a Joint 
Planning Board under S.4(2) of the 1947 
Act. The paragraphs which describe its 
functions as a planning and controlling 
authority seem to me utterly logical. It 
would make general and approve detailed 
plans; it would promote research and 
conduct an information service; it would 
supervise and co-ordinate and recom- 
mend—especially on such matters as the 
location of major development projects, 
including factories; it would draw up 
programmes of priorities and, presu- 
mably, winkle them through the maze 
of consultations with Government depart- 
ments, corporations and statutory under- 
takers; and in the last resort it might 
have default powers if and when local 
planning breaks down. 

This seems a very sensible allocation 
of functions; it would produce a really 
regional planning authority: and the 
difficulty of the divided counties would 
be met (if not overcome) by super- 
seding the counties as primary planning 
authorities for the smaller parts of 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Bedford- 
shire, Essex and Kent, which fall within 
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the Greater London Plan area, and also 
for the whole of the administrative 
counties of London, Middlesex, Surrey 
and Hertfordshire. 

Now all this is logical and correct 
up to a point. Local government units 
are due (and overdue) for reconsidera- 
tion, and a Joint Planning Board is in 
theory a model instrument for carrying 
out joint planning. But what if the 
machinery seizes up? What if the 
London County Council disagrees with 
the Planning Board about land for hous- 
ing, or some other matter for which it 
is the executive local authority? 

Once again, it seems to me, the welk 
designed system is likely to break down; 
but this time for want of the necessary 
devices for smooth running. If you 
think I am imagining difficulties where 
none exist, look at a similar problem 
under the present dispensation, such as 
the line of the “A” ring road in the 
County Plan, or the cross-river railway 
bridges, or housing sites in the Green 
Belt. Would the Joint Planning Board 
be in a very different position, vis-a-vis 
the L.C.C., from that now occupied by 
the Railway (London Plan) Committee, 
or the Interdepartmental Committee, or 
even a department of a Ministry? If 
there were serious disagreement between 
the L.C.C. and the Joint Planning Board, 
the latter would be at an even greater 
disadvantage, because the very purpose 
of its existence—namely the planned 
co-ordination of all development in the 
regional interest—would have failed. The 
incentives of the planning board would 
almost certainly be mixed. They might 
include the personal ambitions of its 
members and officers to have their names 
and work associated with this great task 
of “social engineering”; there would 
have to be a high sense of public duty, 
coupled perhaps with the hope that their 
own particular boroughs or counties 
would be better off under a compre- 
hensive regional plan than battling with 
more powerful neighbours. 


The Power of Persuasion. 

But when all is said and done the Joint 
Planning Board can only rely on am 
infinite fund of persuasion and reason; 
for as soon as it obviously assumes 
power it will create equally powerful 


opposition. gad 
Thus one has the possibility of a 
Regional Advisory Committee which 


needs a compulsive force to make it 
work; or a Joint Planning Board which 
needs a lubricating mechanism to keep 
its parts in working order. 

It has been suggested that a Regional 
Housing Authority might be suitable, 
but surely the detailed provision of 
houses, their arrangement in small 
neighbourhoods, and the democratic 
responsibility for their building is—or 
should be—an intensely local affair? The 
Regional Housing Authority would, in 
fact, be doing what the Joint Planning 
Board could do, i.e., locate the housing 
areas and determine their priority gener- 
ally, and build (or get someone to build) 
oniy where the local housing authorities 
fell down on the job, or left a class of 
householder unprovided for. These are 
precisely the planning and default 
powers which the minority report 
recommends for the Board. _ 

The advantage of the planning aspects 
of housing being dealt with by a 
Regional body would be that the local 
aspects would. become more genuinely 
the concern of the localities. Probably 
this devolution would be a good thing, 
but it should not need a new Housmg 
Authority to secure it. 
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STRESSED-SKIN BUILDINGS FOR THE ARCTIC 
New Design in Lightweight Materials 
By Frank Illingworth 


GINCE the earliest days of the penetra- 
tion of the Arctic, one of the main 
problems has been the effect of frost and 
thaw on buildings and their foundations. 
The marked post-war industrial develop- 
ment of the Arctic of Canada, Alaska and 
the U.S.S.R. has made a solution to this 
problem of considerable importance. 

Variations in the extent of freezing and 
in conditions of the soil over the vast area 
of the Arctic had defeated all efforts to 
design a building suitable for all purposes 
until! a Canadian architect, Mr. George 
Jacobsen, designed the new stressed-skin 
plywood building and tested it under field 
conditions. 

In principle this new design in light- 
weight buildings may prove to have a 
place in the United Kingdom, at least 
under circumstances where a temporary 
building is required in areas where the soil 
is not stable. But its impact on develop- 
ment in the Arctic is of considerably wider 
consequence, for it answers an acutely felt 
need. 

The foremost problem in architecture in 
the Arctic regions has been that of frost 
in the ground. Not only does the seasonal 
thaw-freeze undermine foundations, but 
frost in the ground strikes upwards 
through the flooring until the moisture in 
the earth beneath a building forces its 
way upwards through flooring, fills the 
rooms and pours out of the windows in 
the form of frozen waterfalls. 

Mr. Jacobsen has solved both these 
problems by designing a building which 
“ sits” on the ground in the manner of a 
land raft. : 

The building is floated on a two- to 
three-foot-high dry gravel bed. Any vege- 
tation cover is left undisturbed as the 
function of the gravel bed is to maintain 
the existing permafrost as much as pos- 
sible by providing insulation and drainage. 
In locations where this gravel bed cannot 
be built up on a well-drained site, drain- 
age ditches are built around it with proper 
regard to the orographic direction of the 
water table. 

The building is set on top of the gravel 
bed. Highly insulated floor, roof and 
wall panels make a rigid frame when 
nailed and screwed together. The building 
then forms a sort of raft which floats on a 
bed of gravel and can rise and sink with 
any changes in the earth beneath it with- 
out receiving structural damage. Heat 
from a_ building, striking downwards 
through the floor, will thaw the earth of 
the foundations and cause the building to 
collapse; a canteen in Spitzbergen col- 
lapsed last winter through this cause. But 
with the new stressed-skin plywood build- 
ing the high insulating factor of the floor 
panels allows very little heat to radiate 
to the ground. 

A Weatherproof Plywood. 

The building consists of a stud frame 
on which marine plywood is glued and 
nailed. Marine plywood, used in aircraft 
construction, is a special weatherproof 
plywood which consists of fine layers of 
veneer which are glued together with a 
water-resisting plastic glue. Between the 
outer plywoods the panels comprise a 
sandwich of triple insulation of fibre- 
glass, aluminium foil and fibreboard, to 
obtain the highest possible insulation 
against convection, radiation and conduc- 
tion. The panels are held together by 
special connectors. All outside joints are 
covered with felt-lined joint strips which 
assist in making the building air-tight. 
The standard size of the panels is four 


feet by eight feet, and they are light 
enough to be easily handled by two men. 
In special cases where only a small air- 
craft was available to fly the building 
components to the site, these panels have 
— made as small as two feet by eight 
eet. 

The outside of the building is painted 
with high-grade aluminium paint which 
has proved very resistant to weather 
action in the Arctic. Aluminium sheets 
form the roof. The gable ends and 
corners have specially made flashings to 
keep the building snow-tight. All over- 
hangs, jut-outs or sharp corners are 
avoided to prevent any finger-lift action 
by the wind. The smooth exterior of the 
building means that it can withstand 
storms up to 65 m.p.h. without having 
to be tied down. At locations where 
higher wind velocity and gusts are ex- 
pected, tie rods with turn buckles are 
used to anchor the building to the ground. 
Steel cables are not recommended as it 
is difficult to tighten them once they have 
slackened. 

The chimneys are either of precast 
light-weight concrete, in which ground 
mica is used as concrete insulation, or 
galvanised pipe chimneys. The triple- 
glazed windows cannot be opened. Above 
them there is a built-in ventilator with 
a refrigerator-type door which provides 
all the air conditioning necessary. 


Comfort in the Far North. 


In the case of radio or meteorological 
stations located in the extreme North 
(such as Ellesmere Island), where the 
operators spend the greater part of their 
lives indoors, special care is taken to 
make the buildings as comfortable and 
cheerful as possible. The floor is covered 
with coloured linoleum and the walls 
and ceilings are painted with bright fire- 
resistant paint. The colours for the 
different rooms were chosen by psycho- 
logists to counteract the feeling of 
monotony on Arctic stations. 

The buildings are heated with oil space- 
heaters which are placed at a central 
point to ensure even heating distribu- 
tion. A station with living quarters 54 
feet long by 24 feet wide and a laboratory 


48 feet long by 24 feet wide used only N 


244 gallons of oil during February, 1949, 
Last winter temperature measurements 
inside the building were taken on diverse 
meteorological and ionospheric stations 
with gratifying results. According to 
information received from one station 
before Christmas, operators walked bare- 
foot on the floor at an outside tempera- 
=~ of —42 degrees F. with a 50 m.p.h. 
gale. 

The usual station layout for the De- 
part of Transport consists of a living- 
quarters building, which is connected by 
an aluminium-covered passage with a 
laboratory building. This arrangement 
enables the operators to walk from one 
building to the other without having to 
dress fully, and insures a more frequent 
and better supervision and reading of the 
instruments. The aluminium passage also 
serves as a fire-break. Next summer the 
Radio Division of the Department of 
Transport plans to connect all their new 
buildings at Fort Chimo with 50-foot long 
aluminium-covered passages. 

In the last two years buildings of the 
type described have been built on the 
shores and islands of the Arctic Ocean 
from Aklavik to the coast of Labrador. 
They are permanent buildings with a life- 
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span, and should assist the work of the 
personnel on Arctic stations. 

For bigger structures of an industrial 
nature like power houses, garages and 
warehouses, a different variant of the 
floating construction method is_ used, 
These buildings generally have no panel 
floor. They therefore lose the principle of 
the rigid frame, as the floor panels no 
longer tie the buildings together, 
Wherever possible a reinforced concrete 
slab is used as a floor. Solid bedrock 
with no water veins or decomposed upper 
layer is the best foundation for such a 
slab, but on certain occasions a slab can 
be laid on a gravel fill which carries a 
special insulation of cellboard (a 2-inch 
thick concrete insulation material made 
out of shavings which are sprayed with 
concrete). Where the slab is not prac- 
ticable, the gravel bed itself is used as 
the floor of the building. In this case 
special ballasted outriggers have to be 
spaced alongside the building to prevent 
it from moving or being blown over by 
the wind. 

A building of this type was put up at 
Cornwallis Island last summer. The out- 
riggers consist of heavy timbers and tie- 
rods, which start at the eaves and spread 
about five feet away from the building. 
At the bottom they are connected with 
horizontal wooden beams to the wall 
panels. They are spaced eight feet apart 
and are ballasted with gravel. They are 
very similar in action to the outriggers 
the natives of many countries use on their 
boats. During the winter these outriggers 
will catch the snow, and the resulting 
snowdrift on each side of the building 
will keep the building stable and warm. 


OBITUARY 

Percy Robinson, F.R.1I.B.A. 
The death is announced of Mr. 
Percy Robinson, F.R.I.B.A., of Leeds. 


He became a Fellow of the R.I.B.A. in 
1905, and served at one time on the 
Council of the Institute. He was 81. 

His were the winning designs in com- 
petitions for Bethnal Green Town Hall, 
Hove Library, and the Corporation 
Kursaal at Douglas (Isle of Man). The 
principal examples of his work in Leeds 
are the central fire station with exten- 
sions and living quarters, Leeds Union 
Children’s Home, and a Masonic hall. 
He published in 1926 “Leeds: Old and 

ew.” 


S. H. Smith, A.R.LB.A. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Stanley Harold Smith, A.R.I.B.A. a 
Principal Assistant Architect in the 
London County Council, on December 15, 
at the early age of 43. Trained at 
the Northern Polytechnic under Sit 
Thomas Bennett, his first appointment 
was to the Ministry of Works (Ancient 
Monuments Branch), and in 1928 he 
joined the staff of the L.C.C., where his 
abilities and quiet organising powers were 
quickly realised and continued promotion 
followed. At his death he was second 
in command of a selected team of archi- 
tects engaged on the Concert Hall and 
community building on the South Bank. 
In 1943 he was commissioned as Staff 
Cavtain, Directorate of R.E. Equipment. 

He entered for a number of competi- 
tions, being successful in those for the 
Naval Memorial at Liverpool (with Mr. 
Blythin); a facade in Cornish granite; and 
a design for telephone boxes (Ireland). He 
was a keen exhibitor at the South- 
gate Society of Arts, and devoted much 
of his spare time to a North London 
youth club. He leaves a widow and two 
young sons. 
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PROFILES FOR 
BRICKLAYING IN 
HOLLAND 


By C. S. Thompson, A.M.I.Mech.E; 


IN Britain the use of profiles for brick- 
laying in house building is not 
unknown. In Holland, bricks are not 
laid until profiles have been erected. 
Representative figures on productivity 
in the Dutch building industry are not 
available, but it is claimed by individual 
contractors that upwards of 800 bricks 
in external facework and 1,300 in party 
and partition walls are laid in a full day 
of 8} hours on housing work. The 
average of these might be between 1,000 
and 1,200 bricks per bricklayer per day. 
For comparative purposes, this is equiva- 
lent to laying between 650/800 British 
bricks, two of which are approximately 
equal in weight and volume to three 
Dutch bricks. This comparison also 
allows for carpenters’ time in erecting Fig. 1.—Semi-detached two-storey houses near Rotterdam. The profiles are 
the profiles, but not for the pointing of in position for bricklaying in outer and inner walls and in the roof space. 





the work, which is usually carried out 
as a separate operation in Holland. 

The profiles are simply timber posts, 
usually 4 in. by 3 in., from 6 to 10 
feet long, i.e., long enough for building 
a storey height. They are erected by 
the carpenters as soon as footings and” 
site concrete have been laid. A profile 
is fixed at every point where the direc- 
tion of the brickwork changes. Hori- 
zontal lines stretched from one profile to 
the next define the faces of the brickwork 
between the profiles. They also deter- 
mine the positions for the arrises of the 
bricks in each course. For a pair of 
semi-detached two-storey houses some 60 
to 100 profiles might be used, depending 
on the complexity of the plan. The 
timber posts are used over and over 
again, and also the timber staging and 
bracing nailed to the posts to keep them 
rigidly in place after they are plumbed. 

All profiles and door frames when 
erected, plumbed and fixed, have the 
brick courses for each storey height 
marked upon them by the carpenters 
: A pe before bricklaying begins. When the 
Fig. 2.—A close-up view of the profiling seen in Fig. 1. The pr first storey is finished the carpenters come 
are for the outer and inner leaves of a cavity wall. Note the staying back and fix the profiles for the next. 

and bracing used to keep the profiles plumb. The profiles are not attached to the 
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Fig. 3.—A close-up of the profiles Fig. 4.—Close-up view of a gable 
for each leaf of a cavity wall. wall, showing profiles and gauge dumpy level from the master 
Note the bracing and a gauge rod. marks on door frame. profile. 
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scaffolding. They are fixed at the base 
to a wooden slat, or in other ways, and 
are held in position near the top by 
sloping stays and horizontal braces 
usually 2 in. by 1 in. The carpenters 
do not bother about setting the profiles 
on a level datum. A datum mark on a 
master profile is transferred to each pro- 
file by means of a dumpy level or other 
suitable apparatus, and a gauge rod is 
then used to mark the courses on each 
profile. To avoid confusion the gauge 
marks are made in a particular colour 
for each successive use, and periodically, 
when necessary, the old marks are cleaned 


off. 

The bricklayers merely move their lines 
from mark to mark on the profiles and 
lay their bricks to them to achieve plumb 
and horizontal brickwork. They secure 
the line on the mark by winding it several 
times round the profile. 

No particular method of buttering or 
laying bricks is imposed by the use of 
profiles. For complicated parts of a plan 
with several corners close together, 
‘wooden frame templates are often used 
for ease in positioning the profiles. 

The time spent by the carpenters in 
providing the profiles varies between 5 
and 10 per cent. of the bricklaying time. 
All racking back of brickwork at quoins 
and ends as seen in Britain is entirely 
eliminated. 

The division of the work between 
Gabourer and bricklayer is practically the 
same in both countries, the ratio varying, 
depending on the work in hand, between 
0.4:1 and 1:1. Each bricklayer in 
Holland has near at hand a tub-like con- 
tainer which is kept well filled with 
mortar. 

The output quoted above, said to be 
obtained by these methods, would seem 
to be substantially higher than normal 
in this country, and experiments under- 
taken with simple profiles in use on 
housing here have indicated that brick- 
laying output can be increased by 15 per 
cent. in this way. 


ISLE OF MAN ARCHITECTS 
Registration Bill Passed 

Wuen the Architects’ Bill, which 
restricts the use of the name “ architect ” 
to those properly qualified, came up for 
second reading in the House of Keys, the 
Isle of Man Parliament, several members 
expressed disapproval of the proposed 
measure, and it was eventually carried by 
one vote. Already passed by the Legis- 
lative Council, the Bill is based on the 
Architects’ Registration Acts of the 
Imperial Parliament, and it also protects 
a person who satisfies the High Bailiff 
that he is of good personal character, and 
has for seven of the ten years preceding 
his application been engaged as an archi- 
tect as his principal means of livelihood. 

Mr. Crowe, opposing the Bill, said he 
had known of cases where plans had been 
made by builders and were just as good 
‘as any made by an architect. 

Mr. J. B. BOLTON, expressing surprise 
at the opposition, said the Bill merely 
protected the use of the name “ architect,” 
and so protected the — from people 
who were not qualified. He thought that 
protection was very desirable in all pro- 
fessions where the public paid for service. 
There should be some standard by which 
people offering these services could be 
measured. 

Replying to the debate, Mr. J. H. 
NICHOLLS said the Bill would not set up 
a closed shop, but would protect the 
public against any unscrupulous person 
coming to the island and setting himself 
> as an architect without any qualifica- 
tions. 
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POST-WAR HOUSING 
AT WESTMINSTER _ 
Sir Parker Morris’s Address 


GIR PARKER MORRIS, Town Clerk 
of Westminster, gave an account of 
the City Council’s post-war housing 
schemes in an address at the Housing 
Centre on December 13. 

He said the City Council came to the 
conclusion at the end of the war that it 
would be wiser to try to find a big area 
which could be developed as a re- 
development area, rather than just take 
pieces of land here and there and erect 
blocks of flats on them. When they 
found such an area in Pimlico the Coun- 
cil realised that it would be a long time 
before flats would be going up and they 
therefore decided to fill the gap with 
other schemes for the time being. 

During the war the Westminster Hous- 
ing Trust, which already had an attrac- 
tive scheme known as the Tachbrook 
Estate, came to the Council with pro- 
posals for extending that scheme. The 
Council thought it would be better for 
the whole of the land available for de- 
velopment on that site to be developed. 
Work on the flats, which were designed 
by Mr. Milton Harvey, F.R.I.B.A., started 
on the site in July, 1946, and were now 
completed. Work on the second half 
of the scheme was about to begin. 

Another scheme described by Sir 

Parker was that of Russell House, Cam- 
bridge-street, which was sited on the only 
suitable piece of land “ properly cleared 
by Hitler” and was about one acre in 
extent. Mr. Albert J. Thomas, 
F.R.I.B.A., M.L.Struct.E., was the architect 
for the scheme, which comprised 74 flats 
in nine storeys. Half of this scheme 
was almost complete. The flats had 
central heating and hot water provided 
by a boiler scheme, but the Council 
would be able to carry their district heat- 
ing scheme up to it in later years if they 
so desired. It was hoped that this 
arrangement would provide a_ useful 
comparison of costs between district heat- 
ing and ordinary local boiler heating 
methods. 
_ The biggest scheme, the speaker con- 
tinued, was that at Pimlico, and it was 
also the most ambitious housing scheme 
the Council had yet attempted. The site 
covered over 30 acres and was almost 
entirely occupied by buildings. It fronted 
on to Grosvenor-road, with Dolphin- 
Square on one side and Lupus-street at 
the back. At one end of the site were 
houses of five to six storeys which still 
had a useful life. Another part was 
covered by miscellaneous industrial 
buildings and an L.C.C. school. The 
latter would remain, said Sir Parker, who 
went on to describe how various other 
buildings, such as a large furniture reposi- 
tory and a clinic, would have to be dis- 
turbed. The far, or west, end was partly 
covered by houses and shops, partly 
vacant and partly occupied by factories 
and workshops of all kinds. There were 
also some docks connecting with the 
Tiver. 

The first section of the site was now 
being redeveloped. The work of design- 
ing the scheme was put out to public 
competition, which was won by Messrs. 
Powell and Moya, AA.R.I.B.A. The 
scheme they had produced and which the 
Council had accepted was made up of a 
series of blocks of nine-storey flats run- 
ning north and south; blocks of flats 
(seven storeys), with shops underneath 
them, in Lupus-street; and running east 
and west a series of small blocks of three- 
to-four-storey flats. Provision was also 
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made for the extension of the L.C.C. 
school and for four public houses instead 
of the five formerly on the site, a com- 
munity centre and nursery schools. <A 
partially damaged church would remain 
for the time being. There would be 1,600 
flats and 30 shops in all. The first section, 
now under construction, comprises four 
large blocks of flats in nine storeys, which 
he thought would be completed at about 
the middle of 1950. Construction 
was of monolithic reinforced concrete, 
with 7-in. walls. It was hoped that every 
tenant would get a view of the river and 
as much sun as possible. The Council ,was 
to be recommended the following week 
to begin the construction of the second 
section of the scheme. 

Describing the district heating scheme 
which had been adopted by the Council, 
Sir Parker Morris said that after coming 
to the conclusion that a form of district 
heating would be possible, the Council 
asked Mr. S. B. Donkin, consulting 
engineer, to report on the matter. Sir 
Parker explained that in the scheme ulti- 
mately adopted, steam, after it had been 
used at Battersea Power Station for driv- 
ing the turbo-alternators, instead of being 
sent into the Thames or into cooling 
towers, as at present, would be piped 
under the river to an accumulator, and 
stored at a temperature of 200 deg. 
Fahrenheit. From there some hot water 
would be pumped to the flats in the 
Pimlico scheme. It would be taken direct 
to the radiators, then returned into the 
building for supplying hot water, through 
calorifiers. Next it would return to the 
accumulator tower and thence back to 
Battersea Power Station. The under-river 
pipes would run through a tunnel which 
the Metropolitan Water Board had 
already driven under the Thames. 

Sir Parker also said that hot water 
would be supplied to the 1,200 flats in 
Dolphin-square, where the boilers were 
getting old. He said the cost of installing 
the district heating scheme would, the 
Council hoped, be considerably less than 
that of a conventional boiler scheme. 

Replying to a question, he said. that 
each of the large blocks of flats on the 
Pimlico site would have a basement, 
which would be used partly as storeroom 
for prams, cycles, and so on, and partly 
for laundries. “All blocks would also have 
refuse chutes. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Fungus in Walls 


Q.—I reside in a detached house built 
in 1947. The lower-fioor construction Is 
11 in. cavity, the outer leaf being rustic 
brick, the inner leaf 44 in. brick. 

The standard of the plastering work 
was not good, and before occupation it 
was necessary to strip down. the inside 
rendering on two walls as the plaster mix- 
ture, containing, presumably, a great deal 
of lime, remained soft. The plasterer 
then replastered after stripping the first 
coat (how thoroughly this. was done is 
not known), with quick-setting hardwall 
plaster. Whether lime was then used 
again is also not known. The walls were 
then distempered, and three months ago 
redecorated, in one case with oil paint 
and, in another, with oil-bound distemper. 

Now, the paint, particularly the oil 
paint, is beginning to show many bubbles, 
and the largest, when bursting, revealed a 
growth of mould or fungus. This fungus 
seems to carry white dust which may be 
lime. The worst area is on the south- 
west corner, which is exposed to rain. 
Various opinions have been expressed. 
For instance, dampness, defective damp- 
course, presenc¢e of lime or organic mat- 
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I should have thought that lime 
would have prevented the growing of 
fungi. 

If the dampcourse is ineffective (and 
the. cavity certainly will be filled with 
droppings of cement) there seems to be no 
cure. The main interest, of course, is in 
the growth of the fungus in case this 
points to a defect that is likely to spread. 
Incidentally, the floor is solid concrete 
covered with wood blocks, and the sur- 
rounding ground drains very well, con- 
taining a good deal of stone and shale. 
I would be interested to receive your 
opinion. 

A.—We suggest, in the first place, that 
the trouble may be caused by the mortar 
with which the bricks are laid externally. 
We consider that at least 10 per cent. of 
Portland cement should be added to the 
lime mortar; this will stop possible water 
penetration, and the brickwork should be 
pointed as the work proceeds. With re- 
gard to the dampcourse, if it is in the 
correct place and droppings have accumu- 
lated, then this is a probable cause of the 
trouble, and we suggest a rendering 
externally of Portland cement and sand 
mix of two parts washed sand and one 
part Portland cement. Incorporate a 
good waterproofer and render in coats 
9 to 12 inches high above the joint of the 
dampcourse. 

Provided the lime bere was pro- 
geet carried out, and that no dampness 

ad taken place in the inside 44 inches of 
the cavity wall, we suggest the result 
should have been satisfactory. It would 
have been advisable, in our opinion, after 
stripping down the walls, to have treated 
them with a waterproofing solution and 
then rendered the walls with a backing 
of Portland cement and sand, incorporat- 
ing a waterproofer. The final coat could 
have been finished in a Keene’s cement, 
and after that had dried, oil paint could 
have been applied. 

The bubbles referred to are caused b 
the penetration of dampness, whic 
caused the apparent mould or fungus, and 
in time caused saponification in the oil 
paint. In both cases where oil paint or 
oil-bound distemper was used, it would 
appear that + re this material 
you stopped the dampness from getting 
through; you formed a seal. It is pos- 
sible that if an ordinary size-bound dis- 
temper had been used and kept on for a 
couple of years, the trouble could have 
been more easily traced. If you have any 
doubt as to the efficiency of the rendering 
on the front of the building, we suggest 
treating the external walls with a trans- 
parent waterproofing liquid. The finishing 
of the external ground level should be 
kept at least 6 inches below the damp- 
course. G. W. H. 


INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 


A MeetinG of the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors (London Branch) was held on 
January 2, at the Caxton Hall, Westmin- 
ster. The chairman, Mr. Joseph Babbs 
F.LQ.S., A.LA.S., presided, and intro- 
duced the lecturer, Mr. C. G. Dobson, 
who gave an_ interesting lecture on 
“ Slating and Tiling.” 

During the discussion Mr. Dobson 
illustrated his remarks with many inter- 
esting samples of the craft, outstanding 
among which were: A Roman dish, 
found in the claypits of the D. and G. 
Tileries, at Druter, Holland, in 1939, 
which is considered to be between 1,700 
and 1,800 years old, and a tile identical 
in shape and size to Roman tiles. found 
in Holland, France and Belgium. 
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DISTRICT HEATING 
The Possibilities of Economy 


[F local authorities, leading firms and 
the public co-operated, there would 
be substantial scope for the conversion of 
the smaller electric stations in our cities 
into combined heat and electric stations, 
said Mr. DoNALD SMITH, M.Inst.F., when 
he spoke about district heating at a meet- 
ing of the London and Home Counties 
Branch of the Incorporated Association 
of Architects and Surveyors at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on December 14. 

Mr. Smith added that he thought there 
was little possibility of utilising for heat- 
ing purposes the waste heat from our 
larger electricity generating stations. In 
a station where the first consideration was 
the production of heat, electricity might 
be produced as a by-product, he con- 
tinued. The real problem of district 
heating began with the distribution of the 
heat. The principal methods in use for 
this were, first, supplying steam at high 
or low pressure. High pressure hot 
water was principally of use in factories, 
medium pressure hot water was suitable 
for medium and large size schemes and 
low pressure hot water was suitable for 
smaller schemes. But these lines of de- 
marcation should not, he said, be taken as 
rigid. Each case should be judged on its 
merits. 

If the district scheme was for an exist- 
ing area, consideration must be given to 
the type of existing heat and possibly 
power plants. In district heating the 
most important item to consider was the 
siting of the various buildings to be 
served. In any of our cities there were 
to be found groups of public and other 
buildings, each with its own boiler. These 
could easily be served from a common 
plant, thus simplifying the labour prob- 
lem and confining the fuel and ash prob- 
lem to one point, but there was no reason 
for confining such services to public 
buildings; industrial works could also 
benefit. At Leicester three large works 
were supplied from the power station at 
Aylestone, and arrangements were in 
hand to supply a fourth. 

It was in new housing estates that dis- 
trict heating could be applied most advan- 
tageously, provided the inevitable pitfalls 
were avoided. The new Housing Manual 
issued by the Ministry of Health stated 
that on new estates of more than from 
100 to 200 houses the possibility of dis- 
trict heating might well be worth con- 
sideration. Mr. Smith thought this was 
too optimistic unless the area could be 
served from an existing boiler plant with 
an existing full shift of labour to oper- 
ate continually. If no other buildings 
were to be included he would put the 
minimum number of houses at between 
400 and 500, unless the dwellings were 
in a compact group, or in a block of flats, 
or unless a large proportion of labour 
costs could be charged to another source. 

Speaking of design, Mr. Smith said the 
heating engineer should be called in at 
the beginning of planning, not presented 
at the end with a completed plan and told 
that he might take it or leave it. The 
question of heating began with the 
general layout of the area; it had also to 
be considered when the first plans for the 
proposed buildings were being prepared 
and thereafter until the job was com- 
pleted. . 

A village shown in the Housing 
Manual was a dubious case for district 
heating but might be made suitable with 
some small alterations. Another instance 
in the Manual was that of a new resi- 
dential area for a small town. It com- 
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prised a group of six public buildings in 
the centre with ten blocks of three-storey 
houses and flats, one block of eight- 
storey flats and a market garden. A 
slight rearrangement and a further small 
addition to the flats, with the provision 
of glass-houses on the market gardens, 
would make district heating economic, 
give more open garden space and provide 
a cheap source of heat for the food su 
plies grown in the market gardens. 
general layout of a new area, the move- 
ment and rehousing of the population 
and the speed of development of the 
various constituencies of a replanned 
area had a vital effect on the cost and 
planning of a district heating system. 

_ Referring to district heating installa- 
tions on the Continent, Mr. Smith said 
that Paris had several, and all excellent; 
Lyons, Copenhagen and Stockholm were 
Other examples. In the United States 
there were over 100 large installations 
serving central areas in all the larger 
cities and of the 173 housing estates erec- 
ted by the Federal Housing Authorities 
in recent years 123 had been equipped 
with district heating systems. 

In the course of a discussion that fol- 
lowed, Mr. Smith said that on a really 
well laid out estate, it was possible to 
serve anything from 300 to 3,000 houses 
plus public buildings, but to get the ut- 
most economy commercial buildings must 
be brought in. If on an estate of 3,000 
houses you could bring in 20 public 
buildings there was an enormous saving. 
On such an estate you could generally 
contract to supply heat to commercial 
people at a slightly lower cost than they 
could supply it for themselves; and thus 
you reduced the cost of heating the 
houses. 

In some further remarks, Mr. Smith 
said that district heating could not deal 
satisfactorily with very open develop- 
ment. Very high density gave scope for 
a suitable central area scheme, and, if 
several blocks were brought in together, 
for a suitable district scheme. 


OVERDRAFT FACILITIES 
FOR SOFTWOOD 


AT a recent meeting of the Council of 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association, at which the president, Mr. 
John Duxbury, was in the chair, a report 
was given on the arrangements which 
the Association had made with the 
Timber Controller as regards overdraft 
facilities for softwood; also of the 
negotiations with the Ministry of Health 
on the simplification of the licensing pro- 
cedure for plywood and economy in the 
use of softwood, in each case the 
Ministry of Works being the responsible 
authority. The Association had been 
successful in retaining the timber con- 
tent for articles of joinery, and it was 
agreed to call a joint meeting with the 
Timber Development Association to dis- 
cuss the new Economy Memorandum 
issued by the Ministry of Works. 

The secretary also reported on a final 
agreement which had been reached with 
the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise with regard to purchase tax on 
draining boards. 


Technical and Scientific Manpower. 

Four reports dealing with the supply 
and demand for professionally qualified 
men and women in building and quantity 
surveying, civil engineering, mechanical 
engineering, and valuation and estate 
management have been i by 
Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
— are obtainable from the Stationery 
Office, price 7d. post free. 
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BUILDING BOOM IN 
U.S.A. 
Record Housing Figures 
From a Correspondent 


MPHE latest report from New York on 
housebuilding in the U.S.A. indicates 
that the number of houses and flats com- 
menced in 1949 reached new records. 
The number of family dwelling units on 
which work had started was 843,100 at the 
end of October. It is expected that when 
the figures are available for the whole of 
1949, units under construction will be 
over the record figure reached in 1925 
of 937,000. 

The largest advance has been made in 
the speculative building of flats and small 
houses, planned for single families, and 
built either for sale or to be let. In the 
37 states east of the Rockies there were 
substantial increases compared with 1948 
except in New Orleans. 

The reasons for this remarkable increase 
in private housebuilding are naturally 
various, but principally the improvement 
is due to Government encouragement. 
Plans to lend money have been extended 
by the Federal Housing Administration 
up to March, 1950. The Administration 
under the Housing Act of 1949 has also 
started on a six-year programme to sub- 
sidise the building of 810,000 houses and 
flats to be let at low rents. In addition 
the various states and municipalities are 
developing individual housing  pro- 
grammes. 


Return of Public Confidence. 


Another important reason for the in- 
crease has been a return of confidence 
on the part of the public. There has 
been a small decline in building costs and 
the public have, therefore, decided either 
to build houses for their own occupation 
or to invest money in housebuilding 
projects. 

Whereas we in Great Britain are to-day 
under-building, as shown by the long lists 
of applicants for local authority houses, 
the question in the United States is aris- 
ing as to whether they may not be over- 
building. According to the Bureau of 
Labour statistics, about 3,500,000 urban 
and rural non-farm dwelling units have 
been started in the four years from 1946 
to 1949. Exactly how much more hous- 
ing accommodation is needed is as incal- 
culable in the U.S.A. as it is in the United 
Kingdom. Much depends upon the social 
standard of “need” set up. 

There is also a good deal of: duplication 
in lists of applicants for dwellings. Un- 
doubtedly many people, especially young 
married couples, who were living during 
the war and afterwards with their “ in- 
laws,” have now moved into separate 
housing units. Although the number of 
marriages is dropping in the United States, 
it is anticipated by the American Depart- 
ment of Commerce that 1950 will again be 
a year during which housing figures will 
reach, or at any rate approach, new 
records. 

Government housing officials last 
November issued a statement calling upon 
builders to continue to improve their 
productivity and labour efficiency, to cut 
costs still further and to offer attractive 
homes at prices within the reach of the 
mass market. The statement explains 
that the present shift from higher priced 
to moderate priced housing will be facili- 
tated by greater output, greater use of 
cost-saving design and methods; and the 
virtual elimination of production delays 
and overtime. 
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PLASTERING CONTRACTORS’ 
FEDERATION 
First Meeting of Council 


A MEETING of the council of the 

National Federation of Plastering 
Contractors was held in London on 
December 13, with Mr. A. W. Rodford, 
president (London), in the chair. This 
was the first meeting of the council of 
the new Federation, which represents all 
plastering contractors in membership of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. In order to maintain 
continuity of policy the affiliation agree- 
ment with the N.F.B.T.E. provides that the 
council of the former body will continue 
to function until such time as a new 
constitution has been approved and 
arrangements can be made for the elec- 
tion of a new council on a broader basis. 
It was reported that Mr. J. Sullivan (Lon- 
don) has retired from the council and 
Mr. P. A. James (London) was co-opted 
to fill the vacancy. : 

Mr. E. T. Roberts (Manchester) was 
elected president of the Federation for 
1950, in succession to Mr. Rodford. Mr. 
Percy C. Crotch (Norwich) was elected 
senior vice-president, and Mr. H. Humber 
(London) junior vice-president. 

Preliminary consideration was given to 
the terms of a draft new constitution and 
rules which will, in due course, be sub- 
mitted for adoption to a general meeting 
of all members. Various technical ques- 
tions relating to developments in materials 
were discussed and were referred to a 
technical sub-committee for further con- 
sideration. 

At an informal luncheon held on the 
same day, Mr. Norman Longley, presi- 
dent of the N.F.B.T.E., welcomed the 
new Federation as an integral part of 
the organisation of building employers 
and referred to the importance of the 
major issues which bound them to- 
gether. 


CEMENT ECONOMY 
Memorandum Amended 

AMENDMENTS have been made to 
Cement Economy Memorandum (PI. 
31/5) issued April, 1949 (see The Builder, 
April 15, 1949), on the Use of Cement in 
Housing and Small Scale Building. A 
sheet incorporating these amendments 
may be had, gratis, from the Ministry of 
Works, Room 617, Lambeth Bridge 
House, S.E.1. A Scottish edition is 
obtainable from the Ministry’s office at 
122, George-street, Edinburgh, 8. 

The amendments all concern Appen- 
dix 1. Below are given the existing items 
and in italics the amendments: 

FourTH ITEM: In situ grano floors: 
1 of cement: 1 sand: 14 to 2 crushed 
granite passing a {-in. square mesh. 
Thickness not less than } in. 

Delete and substitute: 1 of cement: 
1 sand: 14 to 2 crushed rock passing a 
%-in square mesh. Thickness not less than 
4 in (Refer B.S. 1201). 

FirtH ITEM: Concrete in Steps: 1:2:5 
mix—cement: sand: coarse aggregate. 

Delete and substitute: 1:2:4 mix— 

cement : sand : coarse aggregate. 
_ SEVENTEENTH ITEM: Internal plaster- 
ing to walls. Undercoat 1:1:6 mix— 
cement : lime : sand. Finishing coat 
1:2:9 mix—cement: lime: sand. 

Delete and substitute: Jnternal plaster- 
ing to walls. Non-cement mixes for 
undercoat and finishing coat as recom- 
mended in Code of Practice for Internal 
Plastering. 

The foJlowing note covers all items: 
Note: The mixes given above are all 
nominal mixes by volume, 
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PAYING FOR HIGH HOUSING 
STANDARDS 
Incentives Must Go On 

SPEAKING at the 3lst annual general 
meeting of the Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades’ Employers held on 
January 18, the Federation’s president, 
Mr. NoRMAN LONGLEY, said that in the 
“Housing Manual, 1949,” there was 
evidence of the Minister’s intention w 
maintain as high a housing standard as 
possible. Although much help was given 
to local authorities on the subject of 
design, little was given on the steadily 
growing problem of costs. ‘“ While we 
all feel that high housing standards are 
desirable,” said Mr. Longley, “ there are 
those of us who take the view that this 
must bear a greater relationship to our 
ability to pay. It is a matter for real 
regret in this Federation that greater use 
has not been made of the housebuilding 
experience of the industry in providing 
good homes at a reasonable cost for our 
many needy fellow-citizens.” 

Referring to incentives, he said. ‘“ Our 

members have very wisely taken the view 
that we must continue with this experi- 
ment in view of our great national need 
for increased production and lower costs. 
This does not obscure in any way the 
very real difficulties of introducing 
incentives into all types of building work 
and the strong objections which some of 
our members have to certain aspects of 
the practical operation of the Incentives 
Settlement. 
_ “TI must call attention to the virtual 
impossibility of scientific bonusing of 
certain classes of building work. Certain 
comments by some people outside the 
industry show an ignorance of our diffi- 
culties. Our success in this field will be 
measured not merely by increasing pro- 
duction but by lowering costs, and not 
just on certain jobs but on all building 
work throughout the country.” 


EFFECTIVE USE OF 
BUILDING RESOURCES 


Freer Flow of Timber 

Mr. NORMAN LONGLEY, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the annual meet- 
ing of the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation (Central Area No. 1) in London 
on Wednesday, January 11, said that 
despite the difficulties of materials sup- 
plies in this time of dollar shortage, 
building trades employers were by no 
means satisfied that the most effective use 
of the country’s building resources had 
been made since the war. 

The private enterprise builder, who 
between the two wars was able to erect 
millions of houses, at reasonable cost. 
for people to buy, most of them without 
any Government subsidy at all, had not 
been given anything like sufficient scope. 

With the abandonment of Government 
bulk buying a freer flow of timber would 
result. An increasing use of the know- 
ledge and skill of the private enterprise 
housebuilder would not only ensure that 
more houses would be put up more 
quickly but also that costs would come 
down and the burden of subsidies, both 
on the rates and taxes, be relieved. 


Distribution Conference. 

_The Incorporated Sales Managers’ Asso- 
ciation announce that National Sales 
Executives (an American association) have 
accepted an invitation to hold, in London 
in February, a joint conference on 
techniques of distribution. All organisa- 
tions which are actively interested in the 
sale of British goods in dollar markets 
will be invited to co-operate. 
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REBUILDING OF 
““ FLAT ” HOUSES 
Excess Cost of Timber 


“HE London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion Information Service Circular 
No. 1/1950, dated January 5, gives 
details of representations made to the 
War Damage Commission by the Associ- 
ation in respect of the rebuilding -of 
“ flat’ houses and the additional charges 
fo: timber submitted in the final accounts 
of timber merchants to members of the 
Association. 


The Circular states: 


it has been the practice of the War 
Damage Commission, in the final settle- 
ment of claims arising under contracts 
for the rebuilding of “ flat’? houses, to 
allow under the Fluctuations Clause in 
respect of the increased cost of timber 
on!vy any increase in the controlled price 
of timber which may have taken effect 
during the progress of the contract. Many 
members have reported to the Association 
that the final accounts which they received 
from their timber merchants included 
additional charges under various headings 
which were not mentioned in the original 
quotations, and which they could accord- 
ingly not be expected to cover when 
preparing their Schedules of Basic Prices. 


Representations on the subject were 
accordingly made to the Commission by 
the Association, and following protracted 
negotiations and the production of 
evidence relating to the various types ot 
cases, the Commission have now con- 
firmed that they are prepared very 
largely to accept the Association's point 
of view and to reimburse the extra costs 
in connection with the items specified, 
and within the limits laid down in their 
letter of November 23, 1949. The rele- 
vant portion of this letter is set out 
below and members concerned will note 
from it the procedure which they should 
adopt in order to pursue their cases with 
Regional Offices of the Commission. 
When referring the cases to those offices, 
it might be advisable for members to 
indicate that their action is being taken 
in accordance with the procedure laid 
down in the letter Reference: 1182/22, 
sent by the Head Office of the Com- 
mission to the Association on November 
23, 1949, 


The letter reads as follows: 

The Commission are advised that the 
following eXtras. provided they are 
reasonable, may be added to the con- 
trolled price of timber to arrive at 
the maximum price chargeable in 
accordance with relevant 
Instruments. 
also known as the “ basis” 
s the price ex-ship.) 


Statutory 
(The controlled price is 
rice and 





QQ) average landing. 
storage charges which vary according 
to the port of entry (often referred to 
as Port Differentials): 

(ii) transport charges to the timber 
merchant's premises: 
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timber (if any) in that order in some 
particular other than length, a sum 
equal to 20 per cent. of the value so 
calculated provided this does not bring 
= total cost of the item to more than 


The cost of conversion and process- 
ing is not an admissible extra unless 
agreed between the builder and timber 
merchant before delivery and an 
invoice is given stating separately each 
such amount and the service to which 
it relates. 


Any of your members whose claim 
in respect of the cost of timber is not 
yet closed and who considers that he 
has suffered substantial loss by reason 
of the disallowance of any of the 
above-mentioned items. may be advised 
to write to the appropriate Regional 
Office of the Commission giving full 
details in support of his claim. It will 
not be possible to consider a claim 
supported by an invoice which merely 
expresses the total price in terms of 
rates per standard or per foot cube 
without also giving detailed informa- 
tion under each of the above-mentioned 
headings. 


Failure to make allowance for any 
of these items in the figure quoted in 
the schedule of basic prices for a par- 
ticular contract is a factor which has 
added greatly to the Commission’s 
difficulties in considering these claims. 

am accordingly unable to give a 
categorical assurance that each and 
every claim of this nature will be met 
but you may rest assured that each 
will be considered on its merits. 


Among the items raised by members 
was the question of the use of more 


expensive timber in a case where the 
type actually specified was quite unobtain- 
able when the work was in progress and 


it was essential to use an alternative 


type if the work was to proceed (e.g.— 
at one period Scandinavian and American 
timber was stated to be quite unobtain- 


able and it was necessary to use the 


German timber which was then being 


imported at a much higher price). 
Although this item is not mentioned in 


the Commission's letter set out above, x 
verbal assurance has been received from 
them that it will be considered in con- 
junction with the other 
necessary supporting evidence is 
available. 


if the 
made 
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BENNETT'S 
WOOD FLOORING 
(TUNGIT) CO. LTD. 


Proprietors . Caiders itd 


Specialists in Wood Floors 
—Parquet, Strip or Biocks. 
and re-surfacing. As 
always NO PIECEWORK. 
All work guaranteed. 
Expert Supervision. 


PLOUGH WAY, ROTHERHITHE, S.£.16 
TELEPHONE: BERMONDSEY 3370 
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BUILDING WAGE RATES 


Halfpenny Increase 


UNDER the sliding-scale requirements 
of the joint agreement for the build- 
ing industry, the National Joint Council 
has made an increase in the standard 
wage rates of $d. an hour (or Is. 10d. per 
week), to start on February 6 next. 

The Council’s constitution requires the 
Council once each year to review the 
rates in comparison with fhe average of 
the Retail Prices Index figures published 
in the previous twelve months. It has 
been found that the average Retail Prices 
Index published in the 12-months period 
in 1949 has been 110 5/12ths. The new 
wage rates correspond to that figure. 

In announcing these changes at a Press 
conference on January 18, Mr. I. Ernest 
Jones and Mr. Richard Coppock, C.B.E., 
joint secretaries to the Council, made it 
known that both sides of the Council had 
carefully considered the nature of the 
recent statements made by the Govern- 
ment to industry generally calling for re- 
straint in wage increases and adjustments. 

They felt, however, bound to take into 
account the following facts:— 

(1) Industries without a sliding scale } 
adjust their wage levels at indefinite times. 
Other industries with a sliding scale make 
adjustments at monthly intervals. In both 
cases cost-of-living changes are absorbed 
into wage rates more or less as they occur. 
The building industry makes its changes 
only once a year (in January) and it 
bases them on the average rise or fall in 
the index figures during the whole of the 
previous 12 months. 

(2) On this occasion the $d. per hour 
increase was already definitely in prospect 
before devaluation was announced (the 
average Retail Prices Index for the pre- 
vious 9 months having been 110). 

(3) In those other industries whose 
wage rates have been adjusted month by 
month the existing rates are related to the 
current Retail Index figure—namely, 112. 

(4) There can be no further change in H 
the standard wage rates for the building 
trades until February, 1951. 


The New Hourly Rates. 

In these very special circumstances, it 
was pointed out, the trades unions repre- 
sented on the Council felt unable to for- 
go the adjustment and the employer 
bodies felt that they could not do other 
than honour their long-standing obliga- 
tion. 

The new hourly rates for the building 
industry as from February 6 (Gncluding 
the id imcrease due to labourers 
in accordance with the new method of 
calculating their wage rates. agreed in 
May last year) are as follows:— 


Grade Classifcotior Craftsmen Labourer: 
sd s. d. 
London (Inner) 3 0 2 6 
London (Outer 2 is 2s 
4 2 103 24 
Al 2 00 2 4 
A> 2 & 2 4 
A> 29 2 3 
Liverpox 3; 8 2 6 

Additional matters on the Council's 

agenda at its meeting on January 18 were 


the removal of anomalies in fixing 
trict boundaries: a submission on increased 
fares in the London Region and the ques- 
tion of ratifying some supplementary rules 
for woodworking factories. Pr ad- 
justments in the Standard Deed of 
Apprenticeship were also di 
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, HOUSING IN. WANDSWORTH 


Contract Building to Replace Direct 
bour 


SPEAKING at the annual meeting of the 
London Master Builders’ Association 
(Central Area No. 5), on January 3, Mr. 
‘NORMAN LONGLEY (President, N.F.B.T.E. 
Said. that he had heard it suggested that 
the reductions in the building programme 
justified a relaxation of the building in- 
dustry’s effort. “This sort of talk is pure 
defeatism and a policy of despair,” de- 
clared Mr. Longley. “It is not worthy 
of. our industry. The reduction ip the 
building programme, though consider- 
able, and though likely to affect the 
rhythm of production, is to be made 
gradually—on the advice of the industry’s 
leaders. And the building programme 
for 1950 still consists of a large volume 
of work which we must carry out effi- 
ciently and at the lowest possible cost, if 
we in the building industry are to play 
our part in helping our country to over- 
come its present economic crisis. 

.“The national interest must come be- 
fore all sectional interests and I appeal 
at the start of this New Year to all earn- 
ing their living in the building industry 
to redouble their efforts during 1950.” 

In reply to the toast of “ The Visitors,” 
which was proposed by Mr. E. G. 
Buchanan (the new chairman), ALDER- 
MAN WILLISON declared that the building 
industry was not being given a fair 
chance of solving the great housing 
problem which faced the country. He 
referred to the fact that there were 9,000 
outstanding applications for housing in 
his borough, and he said that he had been 
shocked to hear from the Ministry of 
Health that the number of housing units 
his borough was allocated in 1950 was 
450 instead of the numbers they had 
planned, namely, 620 started by June and 
a further 720 in the next 12 months. 

Referring to the question of direct 
labour, he said that as soon as he had 
been elected chairman of the Housing 
Committee in 1949, he had called for 

facts and figures on the Council’s direct 
labour department, and had been con- 
vinced from these that private enterprise 
would be able to do the job more effi- 
ciently and more economically. Accord- 
ingly he had caused negotiations to be 
opened with representatives of the build- 
ing industry in Wandsworth and a work- 
able scheme was being evolved. He 
emphasised, however, that a_ great 
responsibility would rest upon the pri- 
vate enterprise builders to prove that they 
served the interest of the rate-payers 
more efficiently than the direct labour 
department. 


— 


CALENDARS AND DIARIES 


We have received, and acknowledge 
with thanks, diaries or calendars from: 
Liversedge Reinforced Concrete Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd.; The Selwyn Press, Ltd., 
Thos. F. White and Son; Kingston (Archi- 
tectural Craftsmen), Ltd.; Myton, Ltd.; 
and Kent and Sussex Contractors, Ltd. 


An Appointment. 

Dr. F. D. Richardson, B.Sc., Ph.D., 
Head of the Chemistry Department of 
the British Iron and Steel Research 
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RUBBLE MASONRY WALLS 


A Draft Code for Comment 
"THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has issued as a draft for 
comment Code 121.202 ‘“ Masonry 
Rubble,” prepared on its behalf by a 
committee convened by the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects. This code is 
one of a group on block and masonry 
walls and partitions. It deals with the 
materials for, and the design and con- 
struction of, rubble masonry walls. 

All aspects involved in the construc- 
tion of this type of walling have been 
considered, and detailed recommenda- 
tions are set out. The recommendations 
deal with types of stone and mortar, 
materials for damp-proof coursing, wall 
ties and flashings. 

The functional requirements of rubble 
walis are considered, and ways and means 


of meeting them are recommended. 
Tables are given showing different types 
of construction suitable to varying 


degrees of exposure, the estimated sound 
reduction values for solid and cavity 
walls of different thicknesses, and the air- 
to-air heat transmittance coefficients of 
walls of different types and. thicknesses 
with various linings. 

Types of rubble walling are described 


S. in detail, illustrated by a number of 


photographs. The code also makes 
recommendations on the minimum thick- 
nesses for both solid and cavity walls, on 
bonding and on the dressing of ‘stones. 
Other subjects of design dealt with include 
footings, damp-proof courses, bearings, 
surrounds to openings and internal linings. 
Some of the methods of construction 
recommended are illustrated by diagrams. 

Advice is given on the choice and mix- 
ing of materials for mortar and on its 
preparation for use. A table shows the 
proportions to be used and the conditions 
to which each type of mortar is most 
suited. Finally, the code describes the 
action necessary to arrest decay in stone- 
work or mortar. 

The code is in draft form, and subject 
before final publication to revision in the 
light of comments received. Comments, 
which are invited, should be submitted by 
February 6. 

Copies may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 24/28, Victoria- 
street, London, S.W.1, price 6s. post free, 
proof reference CP(B)910. 

















Association, has been appointed Nuffield 
Research Fellow in Extraction Metallurgy 
at the Royal School of Mines, London. 
The purpose of this new Fellowship is to 
permit the establishment of an academic 
research group to work on the extraction 
metallurgy of both ferrous and non- 
ferrous metals. 





- Colour Sprays Ltd. 


64 HEATH STREET 
HAMPSTEAD N.W.3 


PHONE MHAMPSTEAO oo3e 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Water Heating Appliances. 

H.M. Customs and Excise ‘announce 
that the Treasury have made an Order 
under Section 21 of the Finance Act, 
1948, entitled ‘““ The Purchase Tax (No. 6) 
Order, 1949” (Statutory Instruments 
1949, No. 2453), the effect of which is :— 
‘(a) to reduce tax on thermal storage water 
heaters suitable for operation from elec- 
tric mains from 100 per cent. to 663 per 
cent.; and (b) to exempt from tax instan- 
taneous water heaters which are not suit- 
able for operation from electric or gas 
mains. : 

The reduction at (a) applies only to 
water heaters of the “self-contained ” 
type, i.e., the factory-made assembly 
comprising an insulated vessel, heater and 
thermostat in an outer case. The exemp- 
tion at (b) applies only to instantaneous 
water heaters not operable from the 
mains, e.g., instantaneous heaters using 
“bottled,” or calor gas.” The position 
of instantaneous water heaters, immer- 
sion water heaters and circulator water 
heaters operable from the electric or gas 
mains remains unchanged. 


Imported Insulation Board. 


As from January 15, imported insula- 
tion board held in stock by the Board of 
Trade has been taken over by the Sundry 
Materials Directorate, Board of Trade, 
Empire House, St. Martin’s-le-Grand, 
London, E.C.1, to whom all inquiries and 
applications to purchase after January 14, 
1950, should be addressed. 


BUILDING PRODUCTIVITY 
Lessons to be Learnt from U.S.A. 


SPEAKING at the annual meeting of the 
South Wales. Federation on January 18, 
Mr. RoBerT O. Lioyp, O.B.E. (of Bir- 
kenhead), senior vice-president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, said that the battle for Brit- 
ain’s standard of living would be decided 
this year by the efforts of British industry 
to increase its productivity and lower its 
costs so that its goods could compete in 
the world’s markets. “In this.” said 
Mr. Lloyd, “ the building industry has a 
major part to play. The cost of our 
product has a material effect on the cost 
of products in all other branches of in- 
dustry. We are leaving nothing undone 
to make our industry as efficient as pos- 
sible. Since the return of the Building 
Productivity team from the U.S.A., we 
have been at work on the drafting of 
our report and I shall not be anticipating 
the report if I tell you that the whole 
tempo of the American industry is much 
faster than anything we have over here. 
American building jobs are geared like 
a machine belt in a factory and the direct 
material incentive for the operatives to 
keep up the pace is the high rate of 
wages of building trades craftsmen which 
enable them to maintain an extremely 
high standard of living. The American 
industry has an endless flow of all mater- 
ials readily available and there are no 
restrictive controls or licences which get 
in the way of full production. 

“We in Britain, with our current short- 
age of dollars which restricts the flow of 
materials, particularly timber, are handi- 
capped, but even under present conditions 
I believe we shall be able to learn many 
a lesson from American organisation and 
methods. I hope we shall supplement 
the help we know we shall get from the 
Press in publicising the report by holding 
meetings, open to all employed in the 
industry, in our large centres of popula- 
tion.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Building Employment. 

Employment figures at the end of 
November showed a seasonal decline of 
10.000 in the number employed in build- 
ing and contracting, which, at October 31, 
had stood at 1,498,000. 


Vertical Division of a House. 


The Central Land Board has decided 
that no development charge is payable 
under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, in respect of the division of a 
house which, on July 1, 1948, was used as 
a single dwelling-house, into two or more 
separate buildings by the erection of a 
vertical wall or walls, and the use there- 
after of the separate buildings as dwelling- 
houses. 


House of Commons Painting. 

The painting by Mr. G. Foster Fletcher 
of the work now going on in the new 
House of Commons, which was the 
centre-piece of the National Federation— 
L.M.B.A. Club Room at the Building Ex- 
hibition in November, has been presented 
by the L.M.B.A. to Sir George Burt, 
Chairman of John Mowlem and Co., Ltd., 
the firm responsible for the building. He 
s a former President of the L.M.B.A. 


Exhibition of French Scientific Instru- 
ments. ; 

An exhibition of French scientific 
instruments will be held at the Science 
Museum, South Kensington, from Febru- 
ary 9 to 26. The exhibition will pro- 
vide a comprehensive survey of French 
activity in scientific instrument technology 
as well as a review of progress in many 
fields of pure science. A number of lec- 
tures are being given during the exhibition 
which will be open to the public. 


Apprentices’ Magazine. 

Messrs. Mavor and Coulson, Ltd., 
Glasgow, S.E., recently published: the 
1949 Christmas number of their quarterly 
Apprentices’ Magazine. The magazine, 
written throughout by employees of the 
firm and subsidiary companies, shows that 
there is not only technical skill in the 
ranks of the employees but also a great 
deal of literary skill, and the range of 
subjects covered in the considerable 
number of articles is remarkable. The 
sections covering the social activities of 
the employees makes one suppose that 
they must be an extremely happy and 
contented community—a state of affairs 
to which their magazine must contribute 
greatly. 


Tributes to Cement Industry. 

Speaking at a luncheon held at the Blue 
Circle Club at Northfleet, Kent, by the 
Thames and Medway District Council of 
the National Joint Industrial Council, 
commemorating 30 years of joint consul- 
tation with the cement industry, MR. A. 
LAMERTON, District Organiser of the 
National Builders, Labourers and Con- 
structional Workers Union said: “ We 
have got to thank those people who for- 
nulated the idea of joint councils in 1919 
or what has been done in the cement 
industry. In the industrial redevelop- 
ment in this country, I think it is true to 
say that the cement industry has led the 
vay. It is the best organised. industry 
n the country and certainly the best so 
‘ar as the building or building materials 
side is concerned. If we could only get 
he building industry of the country, and 
in particular the negotiating side of that 
industry, as well organised, things would 
»e better for everybody concerned than 
key are to-day.” 
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L.M.B.A. Donations. 

The London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation has sent donations of five guineas 
to the Hammersmith School of Building 
and the East Ham Technical College 
School of Building. 


Gradings of Districts. 

The National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry have just issued their 
1950 booklet on Gradings of Districts. 
Copies of this can be obtained from Mr. 
H. B. Bryant, Clerk to the Council, 11. 
Weymouth-street, London, W.1, price 
2s. 9d. post free. 


A New Edition. 


The National Federated Electrical 
Association, Africa House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, have recently issued the 


1949 edition of the association’s “ Indus- 
trial Agreements and National Working 
Rules” booklet. Copies can be obtained 
from the above address, price Is. to 
members and 2s. 6d. to non-members. 


Timber in Building. 

A course of six weekly lectures com- 
mencing on February 2 has_ been 
arranged at the L.C.C. Hammersmith 
School of Building and Arts and Crafts, 
Lime Grove, Shepherd’s Bush, W.12. 
Five of the lectures will be delivered by 
Mr. D. H. Moss and one by Mr. F. D. 
Silvester. They will deal with modern 
timber design and the implications of the 
Draft Code of Practice 112, “ Structural 
Use of Timber in Buildings.” 


Technical College, Denbighshire. 

A start is being made during the next 
week or two with a £550,000 technical 
college to serve the Denbighshire Educa- 
tion Authority. The building is at Wrex- 
ham on a 30-acre site adjoining the race- 
course, and it will take two years to com- 
plete. In addition to laboratories, work- 
shops, etc., there will be a gymnasium 
complete with showers and drying rooms, 
kitchens, a library and a hall with a stage 
and balcony with accommodation for 900 
people. The architects are Messrs. Saxon, 
Smith and Partners, of Chester. 











THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


EXAMINATIONS 


The next Examinations for the Institute’s 
Diplomas will be held as follows :— 


Licentiate Diploma Examination. 
September 4th, 5th and 6th, 1950. 
Associate Diploma Examination. 
September 4th, 5th, 6th and ‘Sth, 
1950. 
Latest date for sending in applications :— 
June 30th, 1950. 
Syllabuses and Entry Forms will be 
forwarded free upon application to:— 


The Secretary, 
The Institute of Builders, 
48 Bedford Square, 
London, W.C.1 


from whom also may be obtained past ex- 
amination papers with drawings at Ios. a 
set for either examination. 














Leeds Direct Labour. 

_ Leeds Corporation Works Department, 

it is announced, expects in the current 

financial year to make a profit of nearly 

ror Last year’s net profit was 
616. 


Festival of Britain Competitions. 

The prizewinning drawings of both the 
Vertical Feature and Restaurant compe- 
titions for the Festival of Britain will be 
exhibited at the Building Centre from 
Tuesday, January 24, to Friday, January 
27, between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., and on 
Saturday, January 28, between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. 


Belfast Schools Programme. 

Belfast Corporation Education Com- 
mittee has approved a _ scheme _pre- 
sented by the Roman Catholic education 
authorities for the erection of new pri- 
mary and intermediate schools under the 
Northern Ireland Education Act. (Con- 
tracts are now being arranged. The total 
cost of the scheme is £2 million. The 
new Protestant school programme will 
cost £74 million. 


Statutory Instruments. 
The following regulations have been 
issued by H.M. Stationery Office :— No. 
2313, “ The Rating and Valuation (Tran- 
sitional) Regulations, 1949,” price 1d.; 
No. 2312, “ The Rating Appeals (Local 
Valuation Courts) Regulations, 1949,” 
price Id.; No. 2311, “The Rating and 
Valuation (Forms of Proposal and Claim) 
Regulations, 1949,” price 2d.; and No. 
2310, “The Rating and Valuation (Dis- 
solved Authorities) Regulation, 1949,” 
price 2d. 
Castries Town Plan. 

The disastrous fire of June, 1948, which 
devastated no less than one-fifth of the 
total area of Castries, St. Lucia, West 
Indies, radically changed the plans laid 
down for the rebuilding of the town put 
forward by the Town Planning Committee 
in 1945. The original plan gave con- 
siderable attention to the problems of 
slum clearance and rehousing but did not 
envisage the drastic remodelling of the 
commercial zone of the town. The fire 
changed this. The commercial part of 
the town was gutted and as a result the 
entire central area will have to be re- 
built. In April, 1949, it was announced 
that the Colonial Development Corpora- 
tion, under the chairmanship of Lord 
Trefgarne, had been entrusted with the 
task of rebuilding the town of Castries. 
Messrs. Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Limited, have been appointed as the con- 
tractors to the Corporation for this work. 
A New Association. 

A new association of foremen and 
clerks of works was formed at Brighton 
on January 5. Mr. W. R. Toogood (presi- 
dent) and Mr. F. H. Gregory (secretary) 
of the National Federation of Clerks of 
Works and Building Foremen’s Associa- 
tions of Great Britain were present and 
were supported by members of the Lon- 
don Association of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works. 

Mr. Toogood spoke of the necessity of 
setting and maintaining a high standard of 
work so that employers may safely rely 
on men sent to them. Education, he 
said, should be one of the main objects 
of the association. Mr. Emmerson, who 
convened and conducted the meeting, was 
elected temporary chairman and Mr. F. 
Moon was appointed honorary secretary 
until a constitution is drafted: The asso- 
ciation is called the “ East Sussex Asso- 
ciation of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks 
of Works.” Mr. Moon’s address is 3, 
Howard-place, Brighton. 











TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address. 

G.O.C. Paints, Ltd., changed their ad- 
dress on December 28 from Midland 
Bank Chambers to “ Highfield,” 9, Bath- 
road, Slough. 


Newnham College Stonework. 


The Portland stonework of the new 
buildings, Newnham College, Cambridge 
(illustrated in our last issue), was supplied 
by The Bath and Portland Stone Firms, 
Ltd., of Bath. 


New Metals Depot. 

London Metal Warehouses, Ltd., have 
opened a new metals depot and ware- 
house in Manchester at 373A, Ordsall- 
Jane, Salford 5 (tel.: Trafford 2039). The 
screw and tool departments will continue 
to be operated from 10, Tonman-street 
and 306, Deansgate, as previously. 


Change of Address, 

The Modern Tile and Floor Co., Ltd., 
have informed us that they have now 
moved to larger premises at 62, 62a, 
Brewery-road, London, N.7, where they 
are holding large stocks of both wall and 
floor tiles, and also have an extensive 
shop’ for the production of precast 
terrazzo work. 


New Light Alloy Building. 

Messrs. James Booth and Coe., Ltd., 
of Birmingham, have announced details 
of a new type of “ Duralumin” “demount- 
able ” building which eliminates the use 
of bolts and rivets. The firm states: — 
The Briggs Demountable Building repre- 
sents a new development in light alloy 
design. By departing from the traditional 
form of two-dimensional truss and stan- 
chion construction, and utilising the 
special sections that can be produced by 
the extrusion process, it has been pos- 
sible to produce a building using the 
minimum amount of aluminium alloy in 
the framework. Speedy erection is 
obtained by the method of construction 
in which connections between component 
parts are made by special sockets. Wall 
and roof sheets are also fixed without 
the use of bolts. Buildings may consist 
of any number of 8-ft. units. A com- 
plete range of standard spans from 10 ft. 
to 36 ft. are available, with wall heights 
up to 11 ft. The heaviest component 
weighs under 30 Ib. 


A Technical Van Service. 


The Rawiplug Company, Ltd., Crom- 
well-road, London, S.W.7, announce that 
they have put their first post-war tech- 
nical service van on the road. It has 
been operating recently in south coast 
towns and in and around the main streets 
of London. 

The van is fully equipped to give 
practical demonstrations of the applica- 
tion of “Rawlplugs” into solid mater- 
ials, “ Rawlbolts” for heavy duty work, 
such as factory machine fixing, “ Rawl- 
anchors” and toggle bolts for thin and 
hollow materials, “ Rawlnuts,” the new 
anti-vibration device for stressed skin, 
sheet metal and thin plastic materials 
used in aircraft, motor, radio, shipbuild- 
ing and other engineering trades. The 
van also displays girder clips for making 
fixings to girders without drilling and tap- 

ing and shows the developments which 

ave been made in the manufacture of 

tools for boring holes in all kinds of 
materials. The “Rawlplug” range now 
includes hand, mechanical and pneu- 
matic tools for boring from a simple 
hole in a tile to a two inch diameter 
hole inches deep in solid concrete. 
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Two New Hods. 

Light alloy hods have been developed 
by the Wouldham Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., over the past two years, and they 





A bricklayer’s hod in light alioy. 


have announced that they are now manu- 
facturing two models—one for brick- 
layers and the other for plasterers. 


Locks and Builders’ Hardware. 


Josiah Parkes and Sons, Ltd., Union 
Works, Willenhall, Staffs, have recently 
published a book entitled * Locks and 
Builders’ Hardware.” It consists of two 
parts, the first being a glossary of terms, 
and the second a series of 10 lectures 
which the firm produced in 1947. It 
does in effect cover the whole subject— 
the manufacture, design and history of 
the trade. 


Appointments. 

Lieut.-Col. E. Vigor, R.E., has been 
appointed managing director of The 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., as from 
January 1, 1950, in place of Mr. A. E. 
Nicholson, who has now relinquished his 
appointment owing to ill-health, but 
retains his seat on the Board. 

Mr. E. Vannan has been promoted to 
the position of technical adviser to the 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., and in this 
capacity will deal with technical matters 
concerning the company’s interest both 
in the United Kingdom and overseas. 











10th EDITION REVISED 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


for Every Class of Building Work 
By J. T. REA 


This well-known standard work is 
new reprinted with an important new 
series of comparative tables giving full 
details of : 


(x) Increases in cost of Building Materials for 
years 1937, 1939, 1944, 1945 and 1946. 
(2) Increases in Labour Rates and percentage 
increases for the above five years 
together with the Wages Increase and 
Bonus Incentive introduced in Oct., 1947. 

(3) Average relative proportion of each trade 
to a complete building operation with 
ratios of Labour to Material in each Trade 
and approximate percentage increases for 
the respective years, 1937-1946. 

(4) Percentage Cost of Building Work as 
at 1914 compared with the years 
1920-1946. 

(s) Notes on the Acts and Regulations 
affecting the Control of Civil Building, 
War Damage Claims, etc. 


730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 


Cloth gilt. Price 18/- net 
(by post, 18/9.) 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 
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House of Commons Rebuilding. 


Shaws Glazed Brick Co., Ltd., of Dar- 
wen, Lancs, supplied and fixed faience 
tile linings in the switch room and plant 
No. 6 of plant room B, in the new House 
of Commons, illustrated in our issue of 
January 6. 

The whole of the concrete and glass 
roof lights was entrusted to Messrs. 


Lenscrete, Ltd., of Queen’s-circus, S.W.8. : 


Company Affairs. 


Mr. Ashley S. Ward, chairman of 
Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., since 1941, has re- 
signed, but remains a director, and will 
act in an advisory capacity. In recogni- 
tion of his many years of splendid ser- 
vice, the company have appointed him 
President. Mr. George Wood has been 
appointed chairman, and Mr. Frank R. 
Stagg deputy chairman. 


Catalogues. 

The following catalogues have been 
received :—‘* Hand Power Lifts” (Ham- 
mond and Champness, Ltd., Gnome 
House, Blackhorse-lane, London, E.17); 
“* Holoform’ Pressed Metal Construc- 
tion” (Morris Singer Co., Forest-road, 
Walthamstow, E.17); ‘“ Boxform Steel 
Lintel for Steel Door Frames” (Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd., Smethwick, Bir- 
mingham, and 17, Berners-street, Lon- 
don, W.1); ‘“‘Langboro’ Floor Tiles” 
(Langley, London, Ltd., 72, Borough 
High-street, S.E.1); and “ Emergency 
Lighting ” (Nife Batteries, Redditch.). 


Mechanical Handling Exhibition, 1950. 


The second Mechanical Handling 
Exhibition and Convention is: to be 
opened at Olympia, London, on June 6, 
1950. It continues for 12 days and closes 
on June 17. The Convention, which was 
first held in 1948, is planned to be of par- 
ticular value to visiting buyers and to 
promote the technique of mechanical 
handling as applied to production. There 
will be 800 seats in the Convention hall in 
the gallery of the National Hall, Olympia, 


and tickets, available on application 
beforehand, will be free. 
Asbestos Spray. 

An interesting example of modem 


building technique is demonstrated in a 
new weaving shed which has been erected 
at Chatburn, Lancs, fer the Stonebridge 
Cotton Manufacturing Co.,. Ltd., and de- 
signed by Messrs. Hitchon, Pickup and 
Halsted, of Burnley. The roof is of shell 
concrete in four north light spans of 
barrel vaulting, allowing considerable 
economy in thickness and weight of con- 
crete and an entire exclusion of trusses, 
ribs or other similar structural members. 
Reduction in roof thickness, however, in- 
evitably means greater loss of heat, and 
to compensate normally requires insula- 
tion in order to avoid extravagant con- 
sumption of fuel in maintaining satis- 
factory internal working conditions. With 
the relatively high humidity inseparable 
from weaving sheds, the need was 
emphasised to avoid the risk of condensa- 
tion forming on the underside of the roof, 
and for this it was also desirable that the 
selected insulating material should possess 
high absorption property. The problem 
was complicated by the absence of struc- 
tural members to which an_ insulating 
material could be attached. A solution 
was, however, found in the use 0 
“Turnall” asbestos spray. This com- 
prised a 4-in. coating of pure asbestos 
fibres with the requisite adhesive and 
binder applied direct to the underside cf 
the concrete roof. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Carstairs.—Plans approved for the erection at 
the Avenuehead housing site of scheme of 80 
kouses, for which the architect is Samue! Mac- 
Coll, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Clackmannanshire.—County E.C. have plans 
inder preparation for new primary school to 
be erected at St. Serf’s-rd., for which the archi- 
tect is W. H. Hendry (A.), The County Offices, 
Alloa, Clackmannan. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions for Messrs. Hardie at 181-185, 
Fossil-rd., and 324 to 326, Craighall-rd., Possil- 
park, for which the architects are Weddell & 
Thomson, 216. Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a new 
primary school, for which the architects are 
Will J. B. Wright & Kirkwood (F.F.), Carlton 
House, Blythswood-sq., Douglas-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2.—Plans in hand’ for extension at Mont- 
ra -st. for the Royal Technical College. George- 

for which the architects are Wylie, Shanks 
: “Wylie, Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., Glas- 
gzow, ° 

invernass-shire.—Plans to be prepared for ex- 
tensions and other additions at Imperial Hotel, 
Main-st., Fort William. for which the architect 
is William Graham (L.), 3, Newmarket-st., 
Falkirk. Estimated cost £18,000. 

fnverurie.—Aberdeenshire C.C. ‘following con- 
sideration have decided to purchase Blyths- 
wood House on a site at Port Elphinstone and 
‘econstruct the same at estimated cost of £12,000 
for a new Council House from plans to be 
prepared by their own architectural staff. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for addi- 
‘ions and alterations, etc., to Taade at 
Abington to the Abington Hotel, for which the 
architects are Cowie & Miller, Oakfield-chbrs., 
Main-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new storage 
buildings for Alexander Stephen & Sons, 
shipbuilders, to be erected at Linthouse, for 
which the principal contractors are the Clyde 
Structural Iron Co., Ltd., Scotstoun Iron Works, 
South-st., Glasgow. W. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans are to be prepared for 
‘factory buildings at the Hillington Industria] 
Estate, for which the architects and quantity 
surveyors are Fred Smith & Partners, 4, Regent 

, The Cross, Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
re ‘found in the Advertisement pages of this 
md previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
Iuded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
‘rom whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 24. 
+Consett U.D.C.—60 honses at f 
Blackhill. J. J. Eltringham, architect, 


Cutlers Hall, 
Der- 


vent-st., Blackhill. Tenders by February 13. 
JANUARY 25, 

+*Crawley Development vs tion.—133 

‘ouses and 27 garages at No. 1 housing site, 


Northgate. Chief A., Crawley Devpt. Corp., 
Broadfield, Crawley. 

+*Hampshire Police Authority.—Police house 
it Chilbolton and 1 at Hurstbourne Priors. 
Coane A., The Castle, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. 
ac 

“Isle of Ely C.C.—Tyo sectional timber huts 
is new offices. County Architect, March. Dep. 


2 2s. 

“tTewaten R.D.0.—Six houses with site works 
it Churchstanton. H. S. W. Stone & Partners, 
0. The Crescent. 

tWalsingham R.D.C.—22 houses at 3 sites. 
F. M. Dewing, architect, 40. Prince of Wales- 
d., Norwich. Dep. £1 1s. 

JANUARY 26. 

t*Halifax C.B.—Completion of first stage of 
Rxley secondary modern schoo! B.E., Crossley- 
st. Dep. £2 

t*Surrey C. C.—Police houses on various sites, 
County A., Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY o7. 
t*Essex C.C.—Adaptation of 24, Pazvk-rd., 
Wanmteay. H. Conally (F.), County A., Chelms- 
rerd. 
t*Tewkesbury T.C.—Fight houses, Priors 
Park estate. Pemberton & Bateman, F/A., 
4, Vine-st.. Evesham. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
dy February 10. 
JANUARY 28. 
*Ploughley R.D.C.—12 houses at Ardley. F. E. 
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comer (A.), Oxford Allied Architects, 65, 
Giles-st., Oxford. De ep. £2. 
~ tsWest Sussex Standing Joint Committee.— 
Police houses at various sites. F. R. Steele 
(F.), County A., Counfy Hall, Chichester. 
JANUARY 30. 
C.B.—Works for supersiructure 


*Dewsbury 
Boro’ Architect. Dep. 


Flatts nursery school. 


£3. 

t*Halifax ©C.B.—County 
[ilingworth. A. and R. Pickle 
Ward’s End. Dep. £2 2s. 


February 24. 
JANUARY 31. 
+Bourne U.D.C.—New road and 46 houses at 
Ancaster-rd. W. E. Norman Webster (F.), 
ar Lincs. 


rimary school, 
es, architects, 3, 
Tenders by 


+*Hornsey T.C.—24 flats, Park-rd., N.8. J. H. 
Melville gp Bint B.E. & 8. Tenders by 
March 28. 


+Newent R.D.C.—(a) Site works for 16 houses, 
(b) erection of 8 houses wiih services, etc., at 
Redmarley site. §8., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

+Newport Pagnell R.D.C.—Applications in- 
vited from builders to be put on register i 
erection of houses and public works. C., 7 
Station-rd. 

Northam U.D.C.—Shelters 
y=. Westward Ho. &., Council Offices. 


Oundle and Thrapston R.D.C.—34 houses at 
various sites. C., Council Offices, Thrapston, 


Kettering. 
FEBRUARY 1. 
Harwich T.C.—One pair of houses and 1 
block of 2 flats at Rosebank, Dovercourt. Boro’ 
A., Quay-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
+Morecambe and Heysham T.C.—(1) 20 flats 
ong (2) 20 houses at Blackberry Hall estate. 
B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. each section. 
+*Norfolk E.C.—Alterations to Easton Hall, 


and conveniences 
Dep. 


nr. Norwich. W. O. Bell, Chief Ed. Officer, 
Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. 
RUARY 2. 


*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—36 houses at sites No. 


5 and 6. B.E. & S. gDep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 3 
*Goole Boro.—38 houses Whincroft-av., 
Halifax-av. and Woodland-av. D. Kean, 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 ; 
t*Greenwich T.C. “72 fla‘s at Victoria-way 
site, Charlton. B.E. & S 


t*Southgate B.C.—11 flats. Avenue-rd., N.14. 
B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by February 7. 
+*Sutton and Cheam T.C.—21 flats, Hayling 


site, Malden-rd.. Cheam, and 18 fiats, Wellesley 
Cottage site, Stonecot Hill, Sutton. N. H. 
Michell. B.E. & 8. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 
March 11. 

FEBRUARY 4. 

Bagshot R.D.C.—24 houses at Chertsey-rd., 
Chobham. C., Council Offices, High-st. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 6. 
*Bootle C.B.—Six dwellings. Irlam-rd., and 2, 


Marsh-la. B.E. & 8. Dep. £1 1s. each scheme. 
*ilford Boro.—Bowls pavilion, Seven Kings 
Park. L. E. J. Reynolds, B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—Alterations to 
provide bathroom at The Lodge, Jehn Innes 
Park, 8.W.9._ E. 

Orpington U. D.C. Pavilion at Poverest Re- 
creational Ground. E. & 8., Bark Hart. Dep. 


£2 2s 
FEBRUARY 7. 
*Rugby T.C.—Public a recreation 
groun Pictdeciten: rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 3%. 
*Billericay U.D.C.—Five blocks of flats at 
Seven Acres, Wickford site, Contract No. 12. &., 


Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 10. 

*Morley T.C.—30 houses at Vicarage-ave. 
estate, pent M. H. Brook (A.), Housing 
Director, National Provincial Bank-chbrs.. 
Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s 

FEBRUARY 11. 

*Spalding U.D.C.—30 houses, St. Paul’s-rd. 
housing estate. L. A. Gornall, 8., Short-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.— 
Foundation works for diese] power station. 
Kennedy & Donkin, 12, Caxton-st., Westmin- 
ster, S.W.1. 

*Staines U. pom honses, Laleham House 
estate. A. Hawley, t 8S. Dep. £2. 


TEbRGAAY 20. 
*Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—% flats in 3 
blocks at St. Thomas’. B.E. & 8., Town Hall, 
Chiswick. Dep. £5.58 


*Camberwell B.0.—144 flats, Denmark me 
housing estate. Darrell Musker, T.C. Dep 
£5 5s 


*Hove T.C.—36 flats at Sunninghill. B-S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Stepney Boro.—145 dwellings, Bancroft-rd. 
housing scheme (second portion). A. A. Hud- 
son, B.E. & 8. Dep. £20. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

Camelford R.D.C.—14 houses with site works 
at various scites. Andrew & Randell, archi- 
tects, Hepworth-chbrs., St. Austell. 

FEBRUARY 23. 

Long Eaton U.D.0.—(a) 3% houses at Wils- 
thorpe-rd., and (b) 2 houses at Oakleys-rd. E. 
& S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 27, 


*Liv i T.C.—Office, messroom and drying 
room at Llanforda filter beds, Oswestry. Water 
E., 55, Dale-st. 

NO DATE. af 

Derbyshire C.C.—Police divisional head- 
quarters at Silverlands, Buxton. County A., 
County Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newburgh T.C.—12 houses. L. A. Rolland, 


architect, The Albion House, Shorehead, Leven, 
Fife. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
JANUARY 28. 
Stockport C.B.—S. (Materials). 

JANUARY 30. 
*Beds C©.C.—Insiallation of heating, water 
and gas services, Biggleswade secondary 
grammar-technical school. County A., Bedford. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Deal T.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 4. 
Barnet U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Harrow U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Isle of Ely C.C.—County S. (Materials). 
Lacs U.D.C._E. & S. (Mate- 
rials) 
Worcester ©.C.—Director of Education (Mate- 


rials). 
resaweey 6. 

Bebington T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 

Cuckfield U.D.C.—S. dastesals) 

Dewsbury C.B.—B.E. (Materials). 

East Riding C.C.—County S. (Materials). 

Siough B.C.—B.E. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 8. | 

Macclesfield T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 

Mitcham T.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 

Wembley T.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 9. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.S. (Materials). 

“ery a7 10. 

Durham C.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 

Staffs C.C.—County ‘Ss. (Materials). 

*Sunderland C.B.—Centra! heating, etc., pro- 
posed, central cleansing clinic. Boro’ Architect, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 11. 

Enfield U.D.C.—E. & S. oa 

FEBRUA 

Breconshire oa tee s" "(Materials 

Frimtev and Camberley U.D.C.—E. 
(Materials). 

*Luton £.C.—Installation of heating and hot 
water service, alg | a primary junior 
school. B.E. Dep. 

Pembrokeshire Cc. ao taeie S. (Materials). 

*Sou‘hport C.B.—Painting various structures 


on Foreshore, Sea Bathing Lake, Pier, ete. 
B.E. 

FE a wee 
Crompton U. yee 4. : (Material. 


Aldbridge Udo 4 wy iMaterials). 
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FEBRUARY 

Greenwich B.C.—B.E. & 8S. ‘itateriats 
FEBRUARY 

Sevenoaks U.D.C.—E. & S&. (atria 
FEBRUARY 


Rotherham R.D.C.—E. & S. *(Materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JANUARY 27. : 
t*Conway Boro.—Roads, sewers and site pre- 
paration vorks for 40 dwellings, Pen Garth 
estate. Mosley, L. Se The Estate Office, 
Colwyn Bay. Dep. £2 2s 
JANUARY 30. 
Chislehurst and Sidoup U.D.C.—Reconstruc- 
tion of Edward-rd., Adelaide-rd. and Alexander- 
rd., Chislehurst. W. B. Farrow, B.Sc., E. & S., 
County Offices, Main-rd., Sidcup. Dep. £2 2s. 
East Sussex C.C.—Soil sewers for street works. 
C., County Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Southampton C.B.—Pumping station. B.E. 
& 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 1. 
Wolverhampton C.B.—Private street works. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 2. 
Cleethorpes T.C.—Roads and ag at High- 
gate scheme. B.E. Dep. £2 
FEBRUARY Na 
Doigelley R.D.C.—Laying of sewers with man- 
holes and construction of smal] disposal works 
at Abergynolwyn. S§., Council Offices, Dolgelley. 
West Ham C.B.—Roads and sewers at Tidal 
Basin.. B.E. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 4. 
Cannock R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Deawsfield, Brewood. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Penkridge. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 6. 
Abergavenny T.C.—Site works * 
Farm site. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. 
East Riding C. ‘C.—Surface PMs. si or roads. 


Liwynu 


8.. County Hall, Beverley. 
Royton bb. Pinks street works.  &., 
Town Hall. Dep..£2 2s. 


Wetherby R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works at Angram. K Rodwell, 
A.M.I.C.E., High-st. Dep. £2 Qs. 
FEBRUARY 38.°- 
Bromley T.C.—Road and sewers at Blyth-rd. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
irwell Valley Water Board.—Service reservoir 
at Green Fold. E. & Manager, Parsons-la., 
Bury. Dep. £2. 

ae Cc. B.—Roads and sewers at Orford 
estate No. 3. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
*Finchley B.C.—Road and sewer works, etc.. 
at Arden estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 
FEBRUARY 10. 
_ Hertfordshire ©.C.—Road works at Under- 
line railway bridge, Redbouine. County S., 
County Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Surbiton Boro—Footpaihs and 
Gosbury Hill housing estate, te 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 11. 
Kirkby-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—Roids and sewers 
at Forest-rd. estate. §S., Council l’ublic Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 13. 
Arnold U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Killi- 
sick site. E. & S., Arnot Hill House. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
Denby Dale U.D.C.—Reinfore 2 concrete re- 
servoir. A. H. S. Waters, M.I.C.E., 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 
Swindon T.C.—Outfall sewer, Penhill estate. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 14. 
Chorley R.D.C.—Main sewerage and sewage 
disposal works. C. J. Lomax & Son, 37, Cross- 
st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District 
Board.—Reinforced concrete reservoir 
Bee'sby Top. E. & Manager of the Board, 
Town Hall, Grimsby. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 17. 
Flint B.C.—Construction of Bagillt sewerage. 
Williams & Clarke. 5 and 6, Godstall-chbrs., 
Chester. Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith &.D.C.—Construction of 
water main for Chapel and Chinley. Brady & 
Partington, Market-st. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Hornchurch.—Dwetiincs.—Romford B.C. pro- 
pose residential]: development of Rom-cres. 

St. Marylebone.—F1.ats.—Housing Comm. 
propose 55 flats on Boundary-rd./Abbey-rd. site 
eX No. 6). Plans by Louis de Soissons, 
F.R.LB.A.. 3, Park-sq. Mews, N.W.1. 

St. Marylebone.—Worksnup and Fiats.—J. 
Preedy & Sons, Ltd., 58, Chiltern-st.. W.1, are 
to erect 4-storey building to comprise a work- 


verges, 
Thirlway, 


Water 
at 


THE BUILDER 


shop and flats, Nos. 52 and 54, Marylebone 
High-st. and 29-37, Beaumont-st. 

x Marylebone.—Orrices.—Peter Caspari, 

R.1L.B.A., 20, Dorset-sq.. N.W.1, is aschitecs 
fo proposed offices (6-storeys plus basement) 
on site of old first-class pool, Seymour-pl. 
frontage. 

Wembley.—Orrices.—An office block is to be 
built on Wembley Hill estate for Claude 
Genera] Neon Light, Ltd. Architects. Beard, 
Bennett and Wilkins, F.R.I.B.A., National 
Bank House, 101-3, Baker-st.. W.1 

Wembley.—Orrices. =p. on. Bo wis, Ltd., 
Neeld-parade. Wembley Hill, are to~ build 2 
additional floors over existing offices. Plans 
by Charles Lee, 178, Windermere-ave, Wembley. 

Wembley. — Extensions, ALTERATIONS AND 
Orrices.—Alperton Botiling Co. propose ex- 
tensions and alterations to their factory and 
erection of offices at 283, Ealing-rd. 

Wembley.— Factory EXxTension.—An extension 
is to be made to first floor of Kay’s Rotaprint 
factory, Honeypot-la. 

Wembley.—F4crory Extenston.—British Wool 
Co. are to extend factory, Alperton-la. 

Wemblev. — Licensep Premises. — Watney, 
Combe, Reid & Co., Ltd., propose licensed 
premises, junction of *Wa‘ford-rd. and Sudbury 
Conrt-dr. Plans by firm’s architects’ dept. 

Wembley.—Licensep Premises.—Courage & 
Co., Ltd., Horselydown, 8.E.1. propose licensed 
premises (“The Torch”), Bridge-rd. Plans 
by firm’s architects’ dept, Work not expected 
to begin for some time. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—Improvements to cose £166,000 to 
be made to Ashington Hospital by Newcastle 
Regiona: Hospital Board, “‘ Dunira.” ag 
rd., Newcastle. P. H. Knighton, A.R.1.B.A.., 
Board’s Planning A. Northumberland ol 
A. is preparing pets plans for technical 
institute, Ash-ng 

Barrowford. ae DC. seek loan of £14,413 for 
12 houses. Higher Causeway estate. 

Blyth.—T.C. applied for M.H. sanction to bor- 
row £30,673 for 28 houses by direct labour, News- 
ham-rd. site. . W. Foster, Boro’ F. 

Bradford.—T.C. propose extensions to Nor- 
man Bank, to — additional accommoda- 
tion; plans by City A 

Bromsgrove,—U.D. Cc. propose 550-650 houses at 
new Charford estate. Surveyor, F. W. Good- 
man. 

Coventry.—Central Area Redevelopment plans 
provide for a new departmental store for Owen 
& Owen; an hotel; offices, shops and restan- 
rant; new store for Marks ae Spencers, Ltd. 
Donald E. E. Gibson, City A 

Coventry.—T.C. propose new. College of an. a 
£100.000, and new civic restaurant, at 
(commencement 9 pagent tetshie Desather. 
1950: new police H.Q., at £350,000: Tile Hill 
swimming baths. at "£125,000. Chace Estate 
Prim. School. at £210.000: two district fire 
stations. at £120.000: branch library, Tile Hill, 
at £12.000; residential nursery, at £25,000 (com- 
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mencement between April-June, 1951) ; central 
baths, at £350.000; health centre, at £175,000 

Ten Shilling Wood Prim. School (first instal. 
ment), at £56,000 (commencement between 
January-March, 1952): first instalment, Whitley 
Sec. Schoo!, at £200,000; and R.C. Sec. School, 
at £15,000 (commencement between Ju! y-Sep- 
tember, age 1 Ly ag E. E. Gibson, City A., and 


a Berry, 

ee plans for extensions to 
on Frances-st. West, for Smith Bros. B.C, 
conmiarng erection of civic theatre for Festival 
of Britain. 

Matlock.—U.D.C. approved plans for :—Build- 
ing for concreté products, Station Quarry, for 
Constables (Matlock Quarries), Ltd. ; extensions 
to premises at Two Dales, for Derwent Valley 
Co-op. Society, Ltd. ; extensions to cattle food 
mills, Darley Dale, for 8. Johnson. 


Middlesbrough.—E.C. has approved plans for 
a second county re 7s school on Thorntree 
estate. Boro’ E. Kenyon. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—North-Eastern Housing 


Association, Metrovick House, Northumberland- 
rd. ie to build 28 houses at Barnard Castle, for 


New Parks.—Le‘cester City Counc approved 


proposa! for flats scheme, Aikman-av., to cost 
£500,000. 
Northumberland.—County A. has_ prepared 


preliminary plans for Longbenton Unit No. 4 
Primary school (£95,000). and the Seaton Burn 
Senior Modern school (£148,000). 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved plans for_ recon. 
struction of power house, Costner Kellner 
Works, Weston Point. for L.C.I., Lid, (Genera! 
Chemicals _Div.). 

Salop.—C.C. propose conversion of infirmary 
block into nurses’ home, Innage House, Bridg- 
north. Plans by A. G. Chant, County A., 
Column House, London-rd., Shrewsbury. 

Todmorden.—B.C. considered plans for:—Ex- 
tensions to shop premises, Ashenhurst-rd., for 
Todmorden Industrial Co-op. Society, Ltd.; ex- 
tensions at wa Mill, Ramsden-rd., for Wood 
Printing Co., 

2 en Sh Ts ‘L. Browne, Son & Harding. 
Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, are architects for proposed rebuilding 
or Spread Eagle” Hotel, Front-st.. Preston. 
for Newcastle Breweries. Ltd., Haymarket, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, Boro’ 19.'Howard-st., North 
Shields. is preparing plans for alterations to 
“ The s,”’ and tenders will be invited in due 
course. An aged persons’ hostel is to be built 
by T.C. on Marden site. Boro’ E. has prepared 
lans for terrace houses; views of M.H. are 

ing sought. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. has been 
allocated 60 houses for this year. In past, 
Council has built houses by direct labour, but 
question of ‘etting out work to contractors is 
being considered. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

Departments. 
Barrow.—Erect:on of 156 houses on Newburn 
Sonth estate, for T.C.: *Direct Labour, £188,524. 

Battle.—Ten houses and 12 flats at ‘‘ Mount- 
joy” estate, for : H. Leave (A.), 38, 
Mount-st., Battle. *R. Cc. ‘Sweetman, Water-la.. 
Fairlight, Sussex. 

Billericay.—Eight flats at Wickford site, con- 
tract No. 10, and 8 flats at Laindon siie, con 
tract No. 18. for U.D.C. H. B. Mayhew, 
F.IL.A.S., S., Council Offices. *West & Evans, 
Ltd... 105, Suttons-la., a. Essex. 
Total for both contracts. £15.94 

Birmingham.—Two additional Seseenaae at 
Hobmoor-rd. primary school. for E.C.: *E 
Crowder, Ltd., South-rd., Birmingham 19. 

Bootle.—Two blocks of 12 flats each at Gais- 


worthy-av.. for C.B. W. A. Harrison. M.Eng., 
M.1.C.E., M.I.-Mun.E.. B.E. & S.: *Hawthorne 
Building & Construction Co., Ltd., Vulcan-st., 


— e. Liverpool 20, £31,072. 
radford.—Erection of 12 houses on Avon- 

field. ter. site for U.D.C. *V. Holdoway & Sons, 

Ltd., Westbury, £15,982. 

Cardiff Corporation.—Erection of four new 

M.Eng. 


primary schools. E. C. Roberts, 
M.LC.E., City §. Ely Connty Primary School: 
*Staverton Builders, Ltd., Totnes, Devon, 


£108,988: Rumney County Primary Junior 
School: *E. C. Jordan & Son. Ltd.. 158, Com- 
mercial-st., Newport, Mon, £101.227; Ton-yr 
Ywen Connty Primary School: *T. R. Morgan 


& Co., 82, Heath Park-av.. Cardiff, £62,520; 
Mar'borough-rd. County Primary Infants’ 
School: *Davies & Davies, 206, Penarth-rd.. 


Cardiff, £31,377. 

Colne.—23 mores © at ae -AaV., 
*G. Wimpey 

Bl MA ee a factory for I. & RB. 
Morey, Ltd., under the authority of North- 
Eastern Trading Estates. Ltd., Gateshead. 
Archi’ ects. per, Eldon-pl.. _ Newcastle : 
*Stanley ‘init er, Nears North-st., Newcastle-on- 


Tyne, £35,000. ; 
‘Gookham.—12 ‘houses at Crockford Bridge, 


for T.C.: 
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Shurlock-row, Waltham St. Lawrence, for 
‘D.C. James H. Beevis, M.Inst.R.A., Archi- 
tect & oT Council Coe, 1, Bath-rd., Maiden- 


head. *A. C. Fuller, “ Hazell,” 17, Havelock- 
cres., re RR ‘Berks. £13,920, 

Dag .—Erect.on ‘of Beam Bridge 
Primary School: ‘*Leightons (Contractors), 


Ltd., 10, Chandos-st., W.1, £83 
East Elloe.—26 houses at two sites, for R.D.C. 
K. Atkinson (L.), Mattimore House, Holbeach. 
Eight at Gedney-drove end site: A. Penney 
(Holbeach), Ltd., Spalding-rd., Holbeach. 18 at 
Fleet site: *Wa:ter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., 
Swaffham, Norfolk (both contracts subject to 
— approval). 
—New school at Leachland- rd. John 
MacNab. 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2: *Angus 
M. MacDougal, Ltd., general contractors, 
oo. 
orne.—30) houses at ee estate, for 
UDC. Direct Labour, £3. 
Guildford.—Dolls Hospital, _ la. Hodg- 
son, Lunn & Co., architects, 2, Chertsey-st., 
uantities by ‘Cc.’ E. Ball 
Lo aa Dilke House, Mailet-st., London, 


A +4 & 
R. Holford & Co.,, s- Guildford ... “= 


G. W. Taylor, Chertse 

E. Clarke & Sons. Lid. Addlestone 3,984 
yA Higgs & Co., Ltd., Weking ... ... 3,970 
R. owers, Guildford _... ww 3,798 
Tribe & Robinson, Ltd., Guildford i 
W. G.-Sheppard, Ltd., Guildford 3,654 
H. Frampton & , Ltd... Guildford 3.615 
?. Swayne & Son, Lid.. Guildford we 3,595 
4 H. Billimore & a 


Son, Guildford 
Ashenden, Ltd; Guildford... Yr 
ee... Ellis, Ltd., Guildford . ye 

Hale.—25 houses for U.D.C.: *D. Franklyn, 
Station-rd., Urmston. 

Harpend den.—Ten aged persons’ dwellings at 
Masefield-rd., or as nag A., J. H. Leech (F.), 
Quantities by H. Hale, F.RICS. *H. E. 
nee” Ltd., Pa. ‘House, Harpenden, 

Inverness-shire.—Extensions at Alltnan Row 
Hotel, Owick, Loch Leven. William Graham, 
architect, 30, Newmarket-st.. Falkirk, Stirling- 
shire: Brick ‘and bui! ding works, ete., * = Mac- 
Lean & Co., Ltd., Glasgow; joinery, ntry 
and allied works, etc., *Alexander Laing Son, 
Cowwynd, Falk: rk ; plaster, lathing and allied 
works, etc., *J. & W. Ogilvie, Forth, Stirling; 
plumber, en A engineering and allied works, 
eink Summers & Sons, Campbelfield Works, Fal- 

ir 

ie arg ad bungalows with 
works at Bank Top estate, for U.D. 
ae A.R.ICS., M.I.Mun.E., E. & §8., Town 


incidental 
“C. -E.C. 


all. 
Gill & Collier, Swinton... ee .. £21,463 
H. & R. Bradshaw «.. 18,210 
A. E. Prescott, Ltd., Leigh. Lanes 33. 17.112 
A. Morton, Little Hulton, nr. Bolton 16,250 
E. Targe & sina Lid., Station-rd., 

Swinton 15,565 


*Kearsley UDC: . Direct Labour, Town 

Hall. Kearsley Ses 15,241 

Lanarkshire.—New storage erections ‘for the 
Silvertown Lubricants, Ltd.,~ Minoco Wharf, 
Silvertown, London, at The Mid Wharf, Port 
Dundas: *Donald Clerk & Son, Ltd., Caledonian 
Steelworks, Rutherglen. 

Lancs.—Works for E.C._ Conversion of re- 
maining bui'd: ngs at Old Hall Farm, Winmar- 
leigh: *T. Di!worth, Ltd., £7,315; two addi- 
tiona] classrooms at Ormskirk Grammar School: 
*Bristol Aeroplane Co. (Housing), Ltd., and 
*Gilbert Ash. Ltd., London; erection of new 
Infants’ Department at Urmston Davyhulme 
County School: *Moston Brick & Building Co., 
Ltd., Moston, nr. Manchester, £65,668; altera- 
tions and extensions at Lytham St? Annes 
—— School: *Arnold Ingham & Sons, 

St. Annes, £56,118; additional accommo- 
ate at Go'borne Culcheth Second dary Modern 
School: *Alex. Wigan & Sons. Ltd., Ince-in- 
Makerfield, £5,500 est.; additional sanitary 
accommodation at ‘Tydealey Upper George-st. 
rnd School: *R. & W. Gregson, Tyldesley, 


£ 

Leicester.—Junior School at New Parks, for 
T.C.: *J. Chapman & Sons, Ltd., Knighton 
Junction Works, Leicester. 

Lincoin.—Second instalment of Three Form 
Entry Infants’ School, Lincoln-gdns., Scun- 
thorpe, for C.C. A. Ronald Clark. A.R.IB.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., County A., County Offices, Lincoln: 
*B. Pumfrey, Ltd., Wintern Works, Lea-rd., 
Gainsborough. £19,564 

Li verpool.—Conversion of Litherland Tram- 
way “oO % into motorbus sheds: *Marshall 
Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 3-5, Sa!op-st., £13,520. 

Longbenton.—Erection of 60 houses at Wide- 
open, for U.D.C. A. E. Sweetman, S., Council 
Offices, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *M. J. Liddell & 
Sons, %, Great North-rd., Newcast!e-on-Tyne. 

erg ie ee exceeding £2,500 in value 
olsen by L.C.C. during period ended January 
5:—Erection of flats, blocks 1, 2. 3, 3a, 4 and 5 
and other works at Kingswood-dr. estate, Kent 
& Sussex Contractors, Ltd., 109, Station-rd., 
Sidcup, Kent. rection of blocks 9. 11 and 13 
and other works at Devons estate, Poplar, Ter- 
sons, Ltd., 1, Seward-st., E.C.1. Construction 
of two five-storey blocks of flats and other work 
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on the Goldsmith’s-row site, Shoreditch, Ter- 
sons, Ltd., 1, Seward-st., E.C.1. An electrical 
installation at Brackenbury- rd. school, W.10, 
Power'ite Electrical Installations, Ltd. ‘Altera- 
tions and improvements at Har school, 
Hampstead, Norman cog Ltd. Conversion 
into five classrooms of the roof p.ayground and 
incidental works at Kingsway Day College, 
Holborn, James Shackell & Co., Ltd. 
L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended 
January 16. ; 

i a ga yen of pier and arch foundations to 
poem on na 3 at Tabard-gdns. estate ex- 


tension, Southwark, F. Chaneller, 12, 
Grafton- st., War da amage repairs at 
Caldecot-rd. School, Flowitt & Co., Lid. Com- 


letion of primary school at Woodberry Down, 
ke Newington, Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 
Erection of superstructure at Thomas- rd. 
Primary School, R. Hipperson & Son, 3 
Erection of superstructure at Coldharbour Po a 
Primary School, The Bunting Construction Co., 
Ltd. Electrical installation at burn 
School. N,W.1, Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd. 
London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended January 14. 
Erection of fencing: Selleck Nicholls & Co., 
Ltd., London, W.1. Dismantling and re-erection 
of hangars: D. T. Edwards & Co., Ltd., London, 


8.W.1. Building work: R. G. Carter, Ltd., 
Norwich. Painting work: W. D. Breathwait, 
Belfast; Reid Bros., Carlisle; 8S. Lupton & 


Sons, London, §.W.1; Industrial and Decora- 
tive Arts Co., Mansfield; Geo. Jones & Son 
a = tag Ltd., London, W.8; Spraycraft 
_— row” Kent. General maintenance 
pon & J. Glossop, York; Fred Pearson & 
Co., Ltd, Doncaster; Geo. Dawson & Son, 
Leighton "Buzzard. 
§Londgon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by the 
M.O.W. for week ended January 7 :—London: 
Admiralty ye Whitehall, Painting, etc., 
Decorative Art Guild, 43, Lower Belgrave-st., 
$.W.1. Herefordshire: Blue Coat 
Girls, Hereford, Erection of temporary 
school buildings, C. Honey, Foregate House, 
Halmer, Hereford, Huntingdonshire : Stibbing- 
ton ig" School, erection of additional class- 
” B. Stokeley, 2, Henry-st., Peterborough. 
Kent: Unattended Automatic T.E., Littlestone, 
Erection, W. . Woodgate. High Halden, 
Kent. Middlesez: HMS.O., 338, Manor 
peed. a, Alterations, E. J. Lacey 
& Co., Ltd., 34a, High-rd., Willesden, N.W.10. 
Sridtothion * (Scotland) G.P.0., wie In- 
ternal cleaning and_redecoration, T. C. Watson, 
125, Gilmore-place, Edinburgh. Surrey: Hostel’ 
oe Guildford, Extension of hostel, Kings 
B.D.J., Ltd., 107, Munster-rd., Teddington 
GLondon (War Dept.).—_W. orks contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended January 
7:— 


Miscellaneous work, Liddelow, 
Iitd., Wembley. Somerset: Miscellaneous work, 
H. J. Maunders, Bristol. Wiltshire: Hutting 
work, J. T. Parsons & Sons, Ltd., Salisbury. 


Hampshire : 
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*. Ltd., Kirkcaldy, fencing. Carfin-st., 
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AYGEE LTD., 
100, Westminster Bridge Road, LONDON, S.E.1 
‘phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
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Co. Antrim: Miscellaneous work,. A. 8. Harbi- 
son & Sons, Lid., Belfast. Leicestershire: Mis- 
cellaneous work, E, Sherriff (Reareby), Ltd., 
Rearsby. Warwickshire: Building work, A. 
Pearce & Sons (Building Contractors), Ltd., 
a e au 4s hee iia 

Morpeth.—Erect: _" ngalows &- 
wood, for R.D.C.: *E. Jeffcock, Ltd., Walbotte- 
rd., Newburn-on- Tyne. 

'Motherwell-W ishaw.— Extension for the Dal- 
zie! Co-operative Society, Ltd., alziel-st. 
Cowie & Miller, arch:tects and quantity sur- 
veyors, Oakfield-chbrs., Main-st., mpm} 
or ——e brick and building works. 

, *Pope & Co., Cleland ; laster, lathing and 
Siiied works, etc., *H. Mac jougall, Motherwell- 
Wishaw ; joinery, carpentry and allied werks, 
etc., *J. Shirjand, Carluke; tile and terrazzo 
works, ete., *Toffolo, Jackson and Co., d., 
Glasgow ; plaster and sanitary eng “neering 
works, etc., *T. Coats, Motherwell-Wishaw; 
electrical fittings and installation, etc., *William 
V. MacAdam, Hamilton. 

Newark.—Houses for ~ 24 at Winthorpe- 
rd.: *G. Wimpey & Co., London, £0,120; 
12 at Hawton-rd. estate: i Coleman & Sons, 
Ltd., 20, Diamond-av., East Kirby, Notis, 
£15,261. i 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of new RC. 
primary school in Netherby-dr., Blakelaw, to 
accommodate 560 pupils. Architect, Robert 
Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: z 
pe, & Sons, Meldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

10 

North. Riding.—Tenders accepted by C.C. 
New Catterick Camp secondary school: *G. 
Doug:ll & Sons, Ltd., Chestnut-st., Darlington, 
£138,969; new primary schoo's at Redcar: *N. 
Stonehouse, Victoria Bridge, Stockton-on-Tees, 
£83,570; erection of two houses at Neile-close 
Romanby, Northallerten: ‘Stokes & Costick. 
Northallerton; erection of block of garages at 
Neile-close, Romanby, Northallerton: *Walter 
——_ (Contractors), Ltd., Northallerton. 

rthumberland.—Tenders accepted for addi- 
Goal to schoo's, for C.C. Gosforth Grammar 
schoo : *Applebys, Ltd., Trafalgar-st., New- 
castle-on- Tyne, for the building work ; and 
*Selborne Eng. Co., Lid., Newcastle, for heat- 
ing installat.on; Hexham Grammar_ school: 
*R. C. Williamson, Ltd., Rowlands Gill, Co. 
Durham. 

Ormskirk.—Erection of 32 dwelings on the 
Lambshead-la., Lydiate, site: *Sefton Building 
Co., Ltd., £41,139 

Risea.— Erection of 38 three-bedroomed houses 
and six four-bedroomed houses on the Tanybrin 
site: *W. Jerman & Son, £58,310. 

Rotherham.—Erect:on of Broom Valley County 
Primary school, for C.B. Director of Educa- 


tion, Education Offices, Domine-la.: * ‘ 
Gleeson, Lta., 816-822, Chesterfield-rd.. 
Sheffield 8. 


Scottish jal Housing Association, Ltd.— 
Cana placed from November 17 to Decem- 


ber 23.—House erection: Farigaig, Dores 
(9 Trad.), Glenurquhart (10 Trad.), W. D. 
Macdonald, Drumnadrochit, Inverness-shire, 


plaster and cement. Climpy- td., Forth (118 
Canadian Timber), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirk- 
caldy, fencing. Garthdee West, Aberdeen (154 W. 
Fairhurst, 176 Orlit), Barnet & Morton. Ltd.. 
Kirkcaldy, fencing. Stoneyburn, West Lothian 
(24 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., ——. 
fencing. Logan House, Lugar (44 Trad., 
M/Clyde), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kitkealdy. 
fencing. Mosside, Cowdenbeath (20 Trad.), 
Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, fencing. 
Fallin, Stirlingshire (8 Weir), Barnet & Morton, 
N. Stevens- 
ton (32 Atholl, 34 Weir, 36 Trad.), Barnet & 
Morton. Ltd., Kirkcaldy, fencing. 
burn, Kilsyth (50 Trad.), Q. W. C 
Neilston Cottage, Kilsyth, fencing. 
Lanarkshire (2 Trad.), Neuchatel Asphalte Co.. 
Ltd., 29. Royal Exchange- -sq.. Glasgow. floor 
finish. Watling-st.. Motherwell (50 B.LS.F., 42 
peta A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44/52. Bilbao- 
Glasgow, fencing. Deer Park, eS (64 


Micivde). Myton, Ltd. Mossend ellshil!. 
fencing. Manse-ave., Whitbarn (148 Trad.). 
James Strang & 48, Bellevue Pome. 


n, 
fencing. Sighthill, Edinburgh (2 Trad.), The 
Brightside Foundry & Eng -Co., Ltd., 29, Pooterict. 
st., Edinburgh, heating Sactallation. Chryston, 
Lanarkshire (118 Trad.), Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 
22. Nelson-st., Edinburgh. electrical installation. 


Maxwood-rd., Galston (12 S. Timber), Barnet & 
Morton, Ltd., 190, High-st.. Kirkcaldy, ee. 
Maxwood-rd., Galston (12 S. Timber), Hay & 


‘Anderson, Broomhil] Farm, Kilwinning, fencing. 
Bellsbank, Dalmellington (200 Atholl) Jas. 
Nairn, Lid.. Dirrans Saw Mills, Kilwinning, 
fencing. Peaseflat, Dalkeith (100 Atholl), 
James Strang & Son, Polmont, ae Town- 
head. Coatbridge (10 Weir). R. Rome & Son. 
20. Woodside-ave., Rutherglen, external gas ser- 
Stromness. Orkney (12 Trad.). Poriree. 
Skye (4 Trad.), Pulpit Rock,-Oban (20 Trad.). 
Toffolo Jackson & Co., Ltd.. 110. West Regent- 

, Glasgow, floor finish. Sighthill, Edinburgh 
€ ‘Trad.), Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 22, Nelson- 
st.. Edinburgh, electrical installation. _Sight- 


hill, Edinburgh (6 Trad.). Jamieson & Bryson. 
arkhead-ave., Edinburgh, plumber. 
Puhensast, W. Lothian (11 i" emergency 
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Romine) R. Gilhooly, 6, Considine-gdns., Edin- 
h, electrical installation. Wards of Pit- 
fort ie, Brechin (32 S. Timber, 68 Trad.), James 
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Gellately & Son, The Insch, _Wichden-rd., 
Brechin, fencing. Sauchenbush, Kirkcaldy (39 
Weir), The Marley Tile Co., td., Cadder, 
Bishopbriggs, tiling levelling. Palmerston-pl., 
Edinburgh,. Jamieson & Bryson, Mid Calder. 
alterations to cloakrooms. ‘Chryston, Lanark- 
shire (118 Trad.), Geo. Ferguson & Son, Lid., 
8, East High-st., Airdrie, plumber. Spring shill, 
Douglas (26 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, 

Kirkcaldy, fencing. Milton of Campsie (4 
Trad.), S.W. Scotland Electricity Board, 137, 
Almada-st., Hamilton, electricity services. 
Logan House, Lugar (10 Trad.), Murray Elec- 
tricians, Lid., Alexandra-ave., Prestwick, 
completion of electrical. Coal-rd., Auchinleck 

(6 Trad.), Murray Electricians, Ltd., 11, 
Alexandra-ave., Prestwick, completion of elec- 
trical. Woodwynd, Kilwinning (62 Trad.), 
John Jamieson, 9, Manse-st., Saltcoats, com- 
pletion of electrical. 

Howuse ConstRUCTION. 

Livingstone-st., Clydebank (20 Blackburn), 
Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Dumbarton, all 
trades. 

Site SERVICING. 

Toryglen, Glasgow, site servicing. Tullibody, 
Clackmannan, roads and sewers. Belmont-rd., 
Ayr, road and footpath surfacing. Gorebridge, 
Midlothian, site servicing. Woodmill, Dun- 
fermline, footpaths and roads. 

MAINTENANCE. 

Magdalene’s Kirkton, Dundee (100 S. Timber), 
Lees Foster, 32, Blinshall-st., Dundee, replace- 
ment of letter boxes and casement stays. 
Bucksburn, Aberdeen (3 Weir), J. F. Gray, 83 
Bon Accord-st., Aberdeen, paini ver. 

Sheffield.—Adaptation of “ Beech Hill,” Nor- 
folk Park-rd., as hostel for aged men: *Direct 
Labour, £6,087. 

South Kesteven.—Eight houses at Baston, for 
R.D.C. H. Parsons, architect, Council Offices, 
41, North-st., Bourne, Lines :— 











SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 
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inspect one that 
HEAVY TRUCKING FoR 5 ‘YEARS 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampten Rew. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 











BROAD-ACHESON 


VIBRATED CELLULAR BLOCKS 


INCREASE thermal insulation 
REDUCE building costs 
for cavity and partition walls 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF, 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 7061 
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rs Firmin, Peterborough .. ~ £12,904 
L. Palmer, Peterborough  ... 11,94 
1, P. , oneiens. Langtoft, Peter- 
rou; 


gh 

South Shields.—Erection of ‘Simonside County 
Junior Mixed school, for E.C. Arch-tects, G. R. 
Smith & Partners, 3, Winchester-st., South 
Shie-ds. Quantity Surveyor, J. 8. Glover, 29, 

South Shields: *Henderson Bros. 
“Ltd., Smith-st., Tyne Dock, South 
Shields. £62,078. 

South Shields.—Erection of Simonside County 
Infants’ school, for E.C. Architects, Page, Son 
& Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. uantity 
Surveyor, R. 8. Malloch, 25, Trafalgar-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *G. Thornton & Co. (Contrac- 
tors), - Ltd., Porchester-st., South Shields, 
£52,556. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Clinic at Lane County 
Primary School, for E.C.: *J. W. Walton, Tun- 
stall £5,291. 

Tamworth.—22 houses at Dosthill estate, for 
R.D.C.: *A. Purshouse & Sons, Rookery-st., 
Wednesfield, Staffs, £27,984. 

Ulverston.—Erect:on of 24 houses on Lane 
House site, for U.D.C.: *Messrs. Baker & 
Foster, £31,910. 

Worcs.—Eight po'ice houses at Hindlip, for 
C.C.: *J. Taylor & Son (Builders), Ltd., Lye. 
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SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Boyle’s -.t'e=.- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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